
 
Middle School Summer Reading Entering Grade Seven Reading Assignment 
 

“Books break the shackles of time – proof that humans can work magic.” – Carl 
Sagan 

Summer Reading is a valued part of The Wardlaw-Hartridge School experience. Students are exercising 
their minds and preparing for the year ahead. 
 
This list of required reading for each grade has been created by the teachers in grades 6-8 and is designed 
both to challenge and engage. The books will be used in the first weeks of classes. 
 
It is important to remember that these required books represent a minimum reading commitment. We 
encourage our students to go beyond the minimum and read additional books that will broaden their 
perspectives, their knowledge, and their ability to share in the life experiences of others.  
 
Entering Grade Seven Reading Assignment 
 
With this Summer Reading, as well as through their reading and work throughout the upcoming school 
year, students entering Grade Seven are to consider the essential question, “What is a community?” 
 
All students read TWO of the titles from the following list: 
 
The Diary of a Young Girl by Anne Frank  
 
In 1942, with Nazis occupying Holland, a thirteen-year-old Jewish girl and her family fled their home in 
Amsterdam and went into hiding. For the next two years, until their whereabouts were betrayed to the 
Gestapo, they and another family lived cloistered in the "Secret Annexe" of an old office building. Cut off 
from the outside world, they faced hunger, boredom, the constant cruelties of living in confined quarters, 
and the ever-present threat of discovery and death. 
 
Sisters by Raina Telgemeier  
 
Raina can't wait to be a big sister. But once Amara is born, things aren't quite how she expected them to 
be. Amara is cute, but she's also a cranky, grouchy baby, and mostly prefers to play by herself. Their 
relationship doesn't improve much over the years. But when a baby brother enters the picture, and later, 
when something doesn't seem right between their parents, they realize they must figure out how to get 
along. They are sisters, after all.  
 
Esperanza Rising by Pam Muñoz Ryan  
 
Esperanza thought she'd always live with her family on their ranch in Mexico--she'd always have fancy 
dresses, a beautiful home, and servants. But a sudden tragedy forces Esperanza and Mama to flee to 



California during the Great Depression, and to settle in a camp for Mexican farm workers. Esperanza isn't 
ready for the hard labor, financial struggles, or lack of acceptance she now faces. When their new life is 
threatened, Esperanza must find a way to rise above her difficult circumstances--Mama's life, and her 
own, depend on it. 
 
A Mango-Shaped Space by Wendy Mass  
 
Mia Winchell appears to be a typical kid, but she's keeping a big secret—sounds, numbers, and words 
have color for her. No one knows, and Mia wants to keep it that way. But when trouble at school finally 
forces Mia to reveal her secret, she must learn to accept herself and embrace her ability, called 
synesthesia, a mingling of the senses. 
 
The Hobbit by J.R.R. Tolkien  
 
Written for J.R.R. Tolkien’s own children, The Hobbit met with instant critical acclaim when it was first 
published in 1937. Now recognized as a timeless classic, this introduction to the hobbit Bilbo Baggins, the 
wizard Gandalf, Gollum, and the spectacular world of Middle-earth recounts of the adventures of a 
reluctant hero, a powerful and dangerous ring, and the cruel dragon Smaug the Magnificent. 
 
Warcross by Marie Lu  
 
The obsession started ten years ago and its fan base now spans the globe, some eager to escape from 
reality and others hoping to make a profit. Struggling to make ends meet, teenage hacker Emika Chen 
works as a bounty hunter, tracking down Warcross players who bet on the game illegally. But the bounty 
hunting world is a competitive one, and survival has not been easy. To make some quick cash, Emika 
takes a risk and hacks into the opening game of the international Warcross Championships—only to 
accidentally glitch herself into the action and become an overnight sensation. 
 
Eragon by Christopher Paolini  
 
When Eragon finds a polished blue stone in the forest, he thinks it is the lucky discovery of a poor farm 
boy; perhaps it will buy his family meat for the winter. But when the stone brings a dragon hatchling, 
Eragon soon realizes he has stumbled upon a legacy nearly as old as the Empire itself. 
 


