
College Counseling 12 (ALL SENIORS) 
Summer 2018 

 
 
Common Application Essay: 
All seniors will need to submit a draft of their college essays to their college counselor, 
either Mrs. Swenson or Mr. Althouse, electronically, on or before August 1st. You will 
also be required to submit your essay to your Trimester 1 English teacher during the first 
week of school in September for work-shopping.  A rubric is provided for your reference. 
 
Suggested reference: 
On Writing the College Application Essay, Harry Bauld 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



College Application Essay Rubric   
Mrs. Swenson & Mr. Althouse 
Fall 2017 
 Organization  Mechanics  Voice and Tone  Elements of Narrative  

4 - exceeds standards  
(mastery) 

• Central idea is well 
developed and clarity 
is exhibited 
throughout the essay. 
 
•Hook captures 
reader’s attention.  
 
•Appropriate  
chronology (either 
linear, or nonlinear) is 
maintained throughout 
essay.  
 
 

•Manipulates complex 
sentences effectively  
for effect/impact. 
 
•No punctuation or 
mechanical errors. 
Strong transitional 
phrases / words. 

•Use of active voice is 
maintained throughout 
the essay.  
 
•The tone is clear and 
consistent throughout 
the essay.  
 
•Treatment of selected 
topic is appropriate for 
intended audience. 
 
•Vocabulary is varied 
and specific, use of 
economic word choice 
is evident.   

•Essay encapsulates 
“One moment in 
time.” 
  
•Examples are vivid 
and specific, while 
focus remains tight. 
Focus of narrative is 
authentic to the author. 
  
•Upon conclusion, it is 
clear what you can 
offer to the college or 
university.  
 

3 - meets standards  
(proficiency) 

•Central idea is 
evident throughout the 
essay, but occasionally 
veers off course.  
 
•A compelling hook is 
attempted but may 
need to be reworked.  
 
•Chronology is 
occasionally 
inconsistent or 
confusing.  

•Uses complex 
sentences. 
 
•Few punctuation or 
mechanical errors. 
 
•Appropriate 
transitional phrases/ 
words.  

•Use of active voice 
maintained throughout 
most of the essay.  
 
•Tone is clear and 
consistent throughout 
most of the essay. 
 
•Vocabulary is 
specific but unvaried, 
word choice needs 
improvement.  

•Essay attempts to 
capture “one moment 
in time,” but needs 
some restructuring.  
 
•Examples are 
specific, but  focus 
needs clarification.  

2 - needs improvement 
to meet standards  
(developing) 

•Central idea is 
unclear at times.  
 
• Essay lacks a 
compelling hook and 
fails to draw the 
attention of the reader.  

•Uses compound 
sentences. 
 
•Too many 
punctuation 
and/or mechanical 
errors. 
 
•Weak transitional 
phrases/ words  

•Passive voice is 
apparent throughout 
much of the essay, 
vocabulary is too 
general/vague.  

•Focus of the essay is 
too vague or broad, 
examples are unclear. 

1 - (insufficient) •The essay lacks a 
clear central idea and 
bounces between 
many smaller ideas.  

•Uses simple 
sentences.  
 
•Errors make 
comprehension of 
essay difficult.  
 
•No transitional 
phrases/words.  

•Tone of essay is 
unclear and/or 
inconsistent, treatment 
of topic is 
inappropriate for 
selected audience.   

•Focus is absent or 
unclear, few examples 
are used. 

 


