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Welcome to AP Language and Composition!  Here’s what you should know before 
September:  

AP English Language and Composition is a writing course focused on the study and 
practice of “rhetorical analysis of nonfiction texts and the development and revision of 
well-reasoned, evidence-centered analytic and argumentative writing” (College Board, 
AP English Course Description, pg. 8). This definition may sound isolated from day-to- 
day teenage life, but if you’ve ever wanted someone to understand you, believe you, 
agree with you, or take action, then you’ve practiced rhetorical skills. In its simplest 
definition, rhetoric is the study of the effective use of language and its potential to clearly 
express ideas with an audience in mind.  

Your summer work is designed to: 

a) Introduce you to the study of rhetoric.  

b) Read fiction with a heightened focus on style and narrative technique.  

c) Provide opportunities for you to practice writing in response to self-selected pieces 
from The New York Times.  

Your summer assignment includes the following:  

Assignment 1: Thank You For Arguing Third Edition (only 
purchase 3rd edition) 
Read and annotate: Thank You For Arguing: What Aristotle, Lincoln and Homer 
Simpson Can Teach Us About The Art of Persuasion Third Edition by Jay 
Heinrichs. Revised and Updated Version © 2017  

SBN-13: 978-0804189934 
ISBN-10: 0804189935 
 
If you Read Heinrichs’ book early in the summer, review it in August so the content will 
be fresh when you start school in September. You will need your own copy of the book 
and are expected to annotate the text and bring it with you to your first AP Language and 
Composition class. During the first week of school, we will use this book.  
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Assignment 2: The Things They Carried 

Read and annotate: The Things They Carried by Tim O’Brien   

ISBN-13: 978-0544309760 

O’Brien has explained that although The Things They Carried is a work of fiction, it is in 
some ways, “truer” than a factual reporting of his time as a soldier in Vietnam. O’Brien 
explains that the “emotional truth” one can achieve in writing, can often be more accurate 
than the “actual truth.”   Keep this in mind as you read.   DO NOT RELY on any 
Cliffnotes, Sparknotes or other study aids. The purpose of this assignment cannot be 
gleaned from reading any summaries and/or prepared analysis.  Additionally, you must 
bring your most mature self to the reading of this text.  

Assignment 3: The New York Times Summer Reading Contest- 
you just might get published on the NYT website! 

  User name: nytimes@whschool.org	
     Password:   whschool 
 

Participate in the “Ninth New York Times Annual Summer Reading Contest 
for Teens.”  

Pick FOUR weeks of your choosing between 6/15 - 8/24 to respond online 
to the question: What interested you most in The Times this week? The NYT will 
pose this exact question every Friday from 6/15-8/24, and your job is to select 
something from the previous week, or anything from 2018, that catches your 
attention.  

This project will expose you to a wide range of nonfiction pieces (editorials, photo 
essays, videos, etc.) covering a breadth of topics. You get to choose what moves you and 
how you’d like to respond. Your audience includes the NYT Learning Network and NYT 
staff, the public and me. Keep your audience in mind when you write.   

IMPORTANT: Directions from Mrs. Cohen:  

Take a screenshot of your comments after you hit “submit,” then gather these screenshots 
together at the end of the summer, and copy and paste them and put into a single word 
document.  

For your four individual responses, you’ll need to include the following. You will 
submit this document for credit during the first week of school.  
 
1. The title/author of your chosen selection 

2. The date of the NYT selection you’ve responded to AND your date of response  

3. Screenshot of your comment 

4. A hyperlink URL to the article/video/photo essay etc.  
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What you need to know from the New York Times:  

The Ninth Annual New York Times Summer Reading Contest for Teens   

You can also access information about this contest at the New York Times online, 
click	here.	I strongly encourage you thoroughly read the guidelines and rules specified by 
the NYT. 

 * The contest runs from June 15 to Aug. 24. 

 * Every Friday beginning June 15, we will publish a Student Opinion question asking 
the same two questions: What interested you most in The Times this week? Why? 

  *Anyone 13 to 19 years old from anywhere in the world can post an answer any 
week until Friday, Aug. 24, and contestants can choose from any Times article, essay, 
video, interactive or photograph published in 2018, on any topic they like. 

 
  * Every Tuesday starting July 3 we will announce winners from a 
  previous week and publish their writing. 
 
       * To get an idea of the breadth of topics students have chosen in the past — 

from refugees and “post-truth politics” to power napping and junk food — you can read 
the work of our 2017 winners here, and our 2010-2016 winners here. 

 
Frequently Asked Questions (from NYT’s website) :  

Q. What kinds of responses are you looking for? 

A. We don’t care what you choose or whether you loved or hated it; what we care about 
is what you have to say about why you picked it. 

If you don’t believe us, scroll through our 2017 winners, or, via our old blog, view the 
work of winners from 2010 to 2016. 

They have written on weighty topics like gender, race and identity, space 
exploration and 21st-century concentration camps, but they have also written 
on Beyoncé, Disney shows, bagels, running and Jon Stewart withdrawal. 

Whatever the subject, you’ll see that the best pieces year after year make both personal 
connections to the news and go beyond the personal to discuss the broader questions and 
ideas that the topic raises. 

So whether you were moved by an article, enlightened by an essay, bowled over by 
a photo, irked by an editorial or inspired by a video, find something in The Times that 
genuinely interests you and tell us why, as honestly and originally as you can. 

Q. What are the rules? 

A. First, here is a PDF of the key rules and details in this post.  
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— You can choose from anything published in the print paper or on NYTimes.com in 
2018, including videos, graphics, slide shows and podcasts. 

— Feel free to participate every week, but we allow only one submission per person per 
week. 

— Our commenting system allows responses up to 1,500 characters, which is somewhere 
between 250 and 300 words. 

— Make sure to provide us with the full URL or headline (for example, “Review: 
‘Harry Potter and the Cursed Child’ Raises the Bar for Broadway Magic” or 
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/04/22/theater/review-harry-potter-and-the-cursed-child-
raises-the-bar-for-broadway-magic.html). 

Q. Who will be judging my work? 

A. The Learning Network staff, plus a team of as-yet-to-be-named New York 
Times journalists. 

Q. When should I check to see whether my submission won? 

A. Every Tuesday from July 3 to Sept. 4, we will publish a previous week’s winner or 
winners in a separate article you can find here. We will also celebrate the winners 
on Twitter and Facebook. 

Q. How do I participate in this contest if I don’t have a digital subscription? 

A. NYTimes.com has a digital subscription system in which readers have free access to 
five articles each month. If you exceed that limit, you will be asked to become a digital 
subscriber. 

One thing you should know, however, is that all Learning Network posts for 
students, as well as all Times articles linked from them, are accessible without a 
digital subscription. That means that if you use any of the articles we have linked to 
on our site for summer reading, they will not count as part of the five-article 
limit.       

 And remember: You can use anything published in 2018. 
 
Have a great summer. I look forward to being your 
teacher in the fall! ~ Ms. Cohen 


