
“To	feel	most	beautifully	alive	means	to	be	reading	something	
beautiful,	ready	always	to	apprehend	in	the	flow	of	language	the	
sudden	flash	of	poetry.” 

Gaston	Bachelard 
 
Summer	Reading	is	a	valued	part	of	The	Wardlaw-Hartridge	School	experience.	Students	
are	exercising	their	minds	and	preparing	for	the	year	ahead. 
 
This	list	of	required	reading	for	each	grade	has	been	created	by	the	teachers	in	grades	4-8	
and	is	designed	both	to	challenge	and	engage.	The	books	will	be	used	in	the	first	weeks	of	
classes. 
 
It	is	important	to	remember	that	these	required	books	represent	a	minimum	reading	
commitment.	We	encourage	our	students	to	go	beyond	the	minimum	and	read	additional	
books	that	will	broaden	their	perspectives,	their	knowledge,	and	their	ability	to	share	in	
the	life	experiences	of	others.	 
 
Entering	Grade	Seven	Reading	Assignment 
 
With	this	Summer	Reading,	as	well	as	through	their	reading	and	work	throughout	the	
upcoming	school	year,	students	entering	Grade	Eight	are	to	consider	the	essential	question,	
“What	is	a	community?” 
 
All	students	read	TWO	of	the	titles	from	the	following	list: 
 
Treasure Island by Robert Louis Stevenson  
 
The most popular pirate story ever written in English, featuring one of literature’s most 
beloved “bad guys,” Treasure Island has been happily devoured by several generations 
of boys—and girls—and grownups. Its unforgettable characters include: young Jim 
Hawkins, who finds himself owner of a map to Treasure Island, where the fabled pirate 
booty is buried; honest Captain Smollett, heroic Dr. Livesey, and the good-hearted but 
obtuse Squire Trelawney, who help Jim on his quest for the treasure; the frightening 
Blind Pew, double-dealing Israel Hands, and seemingly mad Ben Gunn, buccaneers of 
varying shades of menace; and, of course, garrulous, affable, ambiguous Long John 
Silver, who is one moment a friendly, laughing, one-legged sea-cook . . .and the next a 
dangerous pirate leader! 
 
The Diary of a Young Girl by Anne Frank  
 
In 1942, with Nazis occupying Holland, a thirteen-year-old Jewish girl and her family fled 
their home in Amsterdam and went into hiding. For the next two years, until their 
whereabouts were betrayed to the Gestapo, they and another family lived cloistered in 
the "Secret Annexe" of an old office building. Cut off from the outside world, they faced 



hunger, boredom, the constant cruelties of living in confined quarters, and the ever-
present threat of discovery and death. 
 
Sisters by Raina Telgemeier  
 
Raina can't wait to be a big sister. But once Amara is born, things aren't quite how she 
expected them to be. Amara is cute, but she's also a cranky, grouchy baby, and mostly 
prefers to play by herself. Their relationship doesn't improve much over the years. But 
when a baby brother enters the picture, and later, when something doesn't seem right 
between their parents, they realize they must figure out how to get along. They are 
sisters, after all.  
 
Esperanza Rising by Pam Muñoz Ryan  
 
Esperanza thought she'd always live with her family on their ranch in Mexico--she'd 
always have fancy dresses, a beautiful home, and servants. But a sudden tragedy 
forces Esperanza and Mama to flee to California during the Great Depression, and to 
settle in a camp for Mexican farm workers. Esperanza isn't ready for the hard labor, 
financial struggles, or lack of acceptance she now faces. When their new life is 
threatened, Esperanza must find a way to rise above her difficult circumstances--
Mama's life, and her own, depend on it. 
 
Redwall by Brian Jacques  
 
Redwall Abbey, tranquil home to a community of peace-loving mice is threatened by 
Cluny the Scourge - the evil-one-eyed rat warlord - and his battle-hardened horde of 
predators. Cluny is certain that Redwall will fall easily to his fearsome army but he 
hasn't bargained for the courage and strength of the combined forces of the Redwall 
mice and their loyal woodland friends. 
 
A Mango-Shaped Space by Wendy Mass  
 
Mia Winchell appears to be a typical kid, but she's keeping a big secret—sounds, 
numbers, and words have color for her. No one knows, and Mia wants to keep it that 
way. But when trouble at school finally forces Mia to reveal her secret, she must learn to 
accept herself and embrace her ability, called synesthesia, a mingling of the senses. 
 

 


