10th Grade Modern World History
Assignment
Guns, Germs, and Steel
***All assignments are due at the start of our second class meeting in September.***
Assignment: Part I:
Watch Season 1 (three episodes) of Guns, Germs and Steel. It is available through Amazon
Prime, but you can find it on YouTube. The episodes are based on a book by Jared Diamond
about the formation of human societies.
Each episode is about 55 minutes long so make sure to plan your time accordingly.
Additional information and resources are available at:
http://www.pbs.org/gunsgermssteel/show/index.html
Assignment Part II: Answer the corresponding Viewing Guide Questions featured below.
• Answers for the questions should be typed (Times New Roman, 12 pt. font) in a Word
document.
• Your response needs to be written in paragraph format.
• Each response must be exactly five sentences.
Assignment Part III: Pick any two concepts or artifacts that are referenced in each episode.
Create a presentation (PPT/Prezi/Slides) that discusses these topics.
• Your presentation, therefore, will contain thirteen slides in total (4 slides from each
episode and one Works Cited slide in MLA format).
• The first slide from each concept should contain a visual representation – a map or other
image, for example.
• The second slide identifies the object from the first slide and explains its significance in
exactly five sentences.

Viewing Guide:
Guns, Germs, and Steel: Episode 1
Directions Before viewing the film, read each question below so you know what information and
ideas you should be looking for as you watch Episode 1. Record your answers to each question
by providing as many facts, details, and examples as possible to answer each question.
1.According to Jared Diamond, what are the three major elements that separate the
world’s “haves” from the “have nots”?

2. Jared Diamond refers to the people of New Guinea as “among the world’s most culturally
diverse and adaptable people in the world”, yet they have much less than modern Americans
do. Diamond has developed a theory about what has caused these huge discrepancies among
different countries, and he says it boils down to geographic luck. Give several examples from
the film to support Diamond’s theory.

3. How did the movement of the early civilizations of the Fertile Crescent (Middle East)
further support Diamond’s idea that geography played a key role in the success of a
civilization?
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Viewing Guide:
Guns, Germs, and Steel: Episode 2
Directions Before viewing the film, read each question below so you know what information and
ideas you should be looking for as you watch Episode 2. Record your answers to each question
by providing as many facts, details, and examples as possible to answer each question. Be
prepared to discuss your answers with the class.
1. What is Jared Diamond’s explanation for why the Spanish had advanced to steel swords
while Inca’s were still making tools and weapons from bronze?

2. How did the battle tactics used by the Spanish conquistadors help the small army defeat
the Inca army that outnumbered it by the thousands?

3. According to Jared Diamond, what made the Europeans “accidental conquerors”?
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Viewing Guide:
Guns, Germs, and Steel: Episode 3
Directions Before viewing the film, read each question below so you know what information
and ideas you should be looking for as you watch Episode 3. Record your answers to each
question by providing as many facts, details, and examples as possible to answer each
question. Be prepared to discuss your answers with the class.
1. According to Jared Diamond, what is the one factor that allowed Europeans to develop
the forces necessary to conquer vast portions of the world?

2. While the Europeans who were attempting to overtake/settle in the areas of the Americas
and Africa they were responsible for introducing killer germs to the native populations, they
also suffered from the effects of the germs native to this part of the world. Describe how
these germs worked for and against the European settlers.

3. Describe how other tropical countries such as Malaysia and Singapore have developed rich
economies despite having many of the same geographical and health problems faced by
African nations.
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