
Wardlaw Hartridge Parents Association Meeting 

Meeting Date:  November 1, 2018 

Attendees:   

Jen Schildge, Yesenia Montague, Kevin Kornecki, Marge Majkowski, Youme Sajous, Kerry 
O’Neill, Matt Richter, Bindu Dalal, Glenda Gu, Shelly Ann July, Nalini Parsram 

Welcome 

Jen welcomed everybody at 8:30.  She thanked the volunteers for the Fall Fair and for all the 
efforts in making the Fall fair a success.  She was grateful for all of the help in getting the 
year off to a good start.  Jen said that there has been an abundance of positive feedback and 
a great deal of dialogue has been happening.  The WHPA officers are grateful.   

Board reports form last month were sent.  The reports were approved by consent. 

Silvia Davis’ LS Update 

With a big smile, Ms. Davis told everybody that the Lower school made it through Halloween 
and explained that there is lot going on.   

• JK is leading the food drive in LS.   Boxes are outside the classroom and flyers have 
been sent home in the backpacks.  JK will be counting and packing the food as it is 
received. 

• 1st grade has posted signs looking for the candy corn bandit.   $10,000 (or was it candy 
corn???) reward has been posted. 

• 2nd grade had their annual UN Day luncheon.  As is the tradition, the children drew 
from their heritage and brought food to share and talked about their country of 
heritage.  Mr Kumar who works for the UN brought some giveaway items from the UN. 

• 3rd Grade has been has been doing a great deal of writing.  Two items received special 
note: 

o Poetry piece on colors of fall:  The children wrote poems then shared them 
with an audience.  Every child had a family member/ special adult friend come 
to support them.    After the event, one grandmother followed-up to 
acknowledge the advance use of metaphor & simile.  She said that she was very 
impressed at the level of writing and can’t wait to see granddaughter’s work in 
10 years.  Feedback is always appreciated and this was particularly rewarding 
feedback. 

o Best Part of Me:  Posted outside of the classroom are poems the children wrote 
after reflecting on the “Best Part of Me.”  Silvia shared one, “I like my eyes.”  
STOP BY AND READ THEM. 

The last LS Coffee & Conversation Last coffee & conversation a discussion about the ERB.  A 
link to the recording is available upon request.   The next Coffee and Conversation is Thurs, 
11/8 at 8:15 AM and will cover the topic of The Responsive Classroom.  
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Corinna Crafton’s MS Update 

The 1st Middle school movie night, SCREENAGERS,  was held and both Middle School and 5th 
Grade were well represented.   Student Ambassadors from the Student Ambassador Program 
played a key role in helping to moderate discussion after film.  Dr. Crafton thanked WHPA for 
partnering and for underwriting the film.  Jen noted that the funding was from the 
“Assemblies” line item in the budget.   

This week was Literary Character Dress Up Day.  Students read a novel, had a “decorate your 
locker as your book spine” competition, and dressed up like their favorite character from the 
book.  This was the 4th year of these events. 

The 1st STEAM coming up next week.  24 students are involved.  

Sports awards this Friday.   

Saturday will be the 4th service learning.  It will be at the Highlands Long Term Care Facility.  
Students will meet and entertain residents with music and stories.  They will make a 
difference in the lives of these residents. 

As always, teachers are involved in professional development.  Four teachers in NYC will be 
going to Pace University for a workshop and many teachers are participating in mission 
specific skill workshops on campus.    

The next Coffee and Conversation will be discussion of the book “The Age of Opportunity”.  
The responsive classroom will be included in this discussion.  

Bob Bowman’s US Update 

The last US Coffee & Conversation focused on a discussion about cell phone usage.  The next 
meeting will be in January.  The topic will be announced. 

Today (11/1) is the deadline for early college application.  Many seniors are breathing a sigh 
of relief.  Although the process by its nature is stressful, it was overall calm and orderly.  
Students put a great deal of effort into the applications and faculty closely supported these 
efforts providing review and feedback to ensure that the students were presented in the best 
light.     

There is a blood drive today from 10:00AM-4PM in Laidlaw Gym.  

Our Sports teams excelling.  Today the boys are traveling to Moorestown friends for the 
playoff and tomorrow girls hosting playoff game.  Students are far exceeded expectations. 

The play “Laramie Project” will be performed on 11/16-17.  The feedback has been that this 
is positively impacting the students who are participating.  This is a very powerful show and it 
is causing a lot of important discussions between faculty & students. 

Ms. Nolan has been spearheading two very worthwhile activities: 

• Interfaith Rise – This program helps in the resettlement of refugees/immigrants.  
There will be a walk on Sunday, 11/4 to raise money for this cause. 
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• Project Plainfield - In this program, students from W+H are tutoring students from 
Plainfield Elementary School.  This program has been very fulfilling for students being 
tutoring as well as for those tutoring.  Interest in participating in this program has 
been overwhelming but for now the program needs to be kept small for logistical 
reasons.  Need to keep small for now because of transportation issues but it is a great 
program and gaining steam.  Kudos to Ms. Nolan in finding connections & following 
through.  She has done an amazing job. 

TOPIC OF THE MONTH:  SLEEP - 25% of teenagers are using sleep aids to go to sleep 
(melatonin, Benadryl, Rx, etc).  According to a national study, a lot of research has shown a 
very negative impact on brain & neural pathways.  (Just Google sleep & students for more 
information.)     According to an English study most important learning takes place while 
sleeping:  reinforcement of memory, ability to recall, critical thinking, etc.    Takeaway: GET 
KIDS TO BED & GET RID OF ELECTRONICS 1-2 hours before bed.  Note:  Research is starting to 
find that you CAN make up somewhat for sleep.    

Andrew Webster, Head of School Update 

Mr.  Webster noted that he personally reads all of the letters which are written by the College 
Counseling office.   Mr. Webster also noted that there will be a new director of college 
counseling starting in December. 

Mr. Webster talked about how long term and short term goals continue to be worked 
concurrently.   

• Work has started on the campus master plan for the next 7-8 years.   This covers 
facility changes to improve the program (i.e. discussion about MAKER space, STEM 
space, running track).  Some items are small and some items are big.  The team looks 
for incremental improvements were possible. 

• The board just approved the three year plan.  Communications about this plan will be 
posted later this month.   

Inauguration of a broader immersion program will be in February.  Approximately 20 children 
will be participating.  Additional, more local opportunities are being researched.  Pedagogical 
strategies are being included in the considerations. 

Reaccreditation:  W+H is in the beginning phases of reaccreditation program.  Accreditation 
takes place every ten years with a follow-up every five years.  This process includes creating 
a self-study document which takes ~ one year to generate.  After generated and submitted, 
the accreditation team visits the school to see if we are doing what we say we are doing.  
W+H uses the  NJ Association of NJ Independent Schools   Dr. Crafton is leading this activity. 

Jen  brought up two items 

1) Laramie Project – Its been a very good experience for the kids performing play and 
they have skyped with people who wrote it.   Also noted that the US will be doing a 
symposium that addresses identity.   Mr. Webster also noted Professional development 
also around this topic.   Working towards 360 degree view on this topic.  Inclusivity, 
tolerance, understanding – cornerstones of any civilized society – values in symposium 
(next March) that transcend that topic.  About how we approach life & each other.  
How we have challenging discussions with civil discourse – ok to disagree and still be 
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friend.   Jen suggested that we have an opportunity to get the play invite out to the 
public.   

2) Mischief night – fall fair pumpkins were destroyed. Dr. Bowman noted that it has been 
addressed. 

Jen continued the meeting with a recap of fall fair: 

• Financially successful as compared to years past – back to 2016 level.  Did much better 
than last year (Date change, weather, organization impacted last year).   

• Based on feedback, the planning team made an effort to bring “FALL” back into 
“FALL” fair. 

• The idea of planting perennial mums is being explored 

• Check-in/volunteers – feedback best coordination in a long time – (people signed-up/
showed up/filled-in gaps on the spot) ! Acknowledged possible volunteers being 
turned away last year and WHPA redoubled efforts to make sure those who 
volunteered had meaningful duties and no-one was turned away this year. Possible 
follow-up with volunteers on Monkey survey. 

• Farm Stand was great – made a $300 profit.  Given the success, the team will do a bit 
more promotional marketing next time. 

• Advance ticket sales good – well received 

• Need easier games for LS kids; free/easy games for very little people 

• Club participation small but clubs of quality.   

• Raffle basked system working extremely well.  Allison & Keisha developed a great 
system.  Area where parents have increased ownership which has led to greater 
success 

• Looking into investing in a couple of pop-up tents to keep volunteer check-in outside 
on a rainy day. – maybe share with booster club. 

• We need to address better how mailing out 50/50 tickets.  Room for improvement.  
Got many returns (Returned from Post office loose) – Explore physical form factor of 
tickets.  

• Fewer vendors this year but more sponsors so it balanced out.  Netted ~$2K above 
what was in budget.   50/50 in line with a couple years ago;  vendors down; 
sponsorships up.  Overall pleasant surprises. “Loss” on games was lowest loss ever 
which was good.  Change in games was positive.   All 50/50 winners all WH ‘family’ 

• Explore:  Bike show to watch to possibly add at some point -  30-40 min BMX show with 
professionals – comes in trailers.   

Jen then talked about exciting news:  Decided to switch from Scholastic in Oakwood to 
B&N in Clark – 12/15-17.  More information coming soon.  Marie DeSantis is book fair chair.   
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Have support of administration, admissions, and faculty.  Likely be able to be incorporate 
student performances, WH celebrity readers, artwork, etc.   In store & online shopping.  
All merchandise included.  B&N selling more than they used to.  Especially ramped up toy 
section. Jen suggested Make a Wishlist ahead of time.   Will be ramping up advertising for 
book fair soon.   

Not able to do this before Hanukkah  (12/2-10) – but  - can also do Amazon smile. Details 
will be published in the WHEN   ! Download the Amazon smile app. 

Holiday Boutique –  

Intended to be a service for kids to shop for others.  Tamiko Evans  & Shelly July are 
spearheading the efforts. Sign Up Genius being made now for LS parents to for shift M,T, 
W or help set up on Sunday after Thanksgiving.  

Reminder to shop at RAM shop for all uniform needs.   Fri AM for an hour. 

Bring in box tops – Allison Kornecki volunteered to sort through our current box tops to 
make sure none are expired or close to expiring. Caitiline Theissen has agreed to chair 
going forward and is working with Allison. Could use an additional person. Duties include: 
advertise, creating collection “stations”, pick up collected Box Tops, & redeeming the Box 
Tops.   

WHPA Executive board meeting 11/06  

Next meeting 12/04  7PM featuring our Annual holiday cookie exchange.   

Motion to adjourn seconded. 
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