
Dear Wardlaw+Hartridge Community Members: 
  
           For those of you who know me, you are aware that my family had a business 
while I was growing up. This business was the sole income source for our family and we 
all worked there. In the late 80s, (yes, I am old), as I was getting ready to pick colleges, 
the recession hit and it impacted our family particularly hard as our business supplied 
other small businesses who shut down due to the economic situation around us. During 
this time, on a return trip from work, I was standing in line with my father to pay for 
grocery items. The person in front of us was a well dressed woman who had very few 
items, all necessities (i.e., milk, bread, eggs). When it was her turn to pay, she did not 
have enough money to pay for her items. I watched as this woman’s eyes welled up as 
she looked for every single penny in her purse trying to cover her groceries, while the 
cashier became agitated with her. My father, a serious man of few words, signaled to 
the cashier and the cashier bagged the groceries for the woman. She turned to my 
father and simply smiled.   My father had paid for this woman’s groceries. As a 
teenager, I was confused. I knew that we were struggling financially as well and 
wondered why he would choose to do that during this difficult time. When I asked him 
his reasoning while we were driving home, he said, “you never know what someone 
else is going through.” That was it. It is a lesson that I have taken with me through life 
and Jorge, the boys and I try to apply it to our every day. Such simple words, you never 
know what someone else is going through…. 
  
           Thus, it is in this vain that I ask you as another member of the 
Wardlaw+Hartridge Community to take a moment and consider donating to the W+H 
Emergency Financial Assistance Fund. This fund is designed to provide support during 
these difficult times to families in our own W +H community who have suffered serious 
financial difficulties due to repercussions of COVID-19. No amount is too small nor too 
large. Donating to this fund will ensure that our community will remain intact while our 
families have time to “reboot” without having to worry about placing their children, our 
students and our children’s friends, in other schools. 
  
           Below is the link to donate. I hope you will join our family in donating to this 
worthy cause. 
  
Wishing you all health and safety. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Angelica Diaz-Martinez, P’25, 26 
  
  
	


