
McDaniel College, Westminster MD 

A selective college campus located on 160 acres 
near Baltimore and Washington, D.C., 
McDaniel College is a private institution that 
was founded in 1867 by Westminster teacher 
Fayette R. Buell. 
 
From the beginning, McDaniel College offered 
entrance to all students without regard to race, 
religion, color, gender, or national or ethnic 
origin.  It became the first coeducational college 
south of the Mason-Dixon Line, and one of the 

first coeducational colleges in the nation.  The liberal arts and sciences college offers a 
personalized undergraduate and graduate education delivered by expert faculty in small class 
settings.  In 2002, the College changed names from Western Maryland College to McDaniel 
College in honor of class of 1880 alumnus and professor emeritus William Roberts McDaniel. 
 
McDaniel College is a diverse student-centered community committed to excellence in the 
liberal arts and sciences, in addition to professional studies.  They challenge students to develop 
their unique potentials with reason, imagination, and human concern.  McDaniel College is one 
of 40 colleges profiled in the book Colleges That Change Lives that encourages students to look 
beyond the Ivy League for schools that pay close, personal attention.  
 
McDaniel College's ranking is 129 in the 2015 edition of Best Colleges in National Liberal Arts 
Colleges.  Their counselors will help plan a campus visit and apply for admission, scholarships, 
and financial aid, offering two choices of application forms, The McDaniel Smart Decision 
Application or the Common Application.  The admissions average GPA is 3.96 and SAT ranging 
between 1000-1200.  It has a total undergraduate 
enrollment of 1,692, 46.9 percent male students and 
53.1 percent female students.  Eighty-three percent of 
the students live in college-owned, operated, or 
affiliated housing and 17 percent of students live off 
campus.  The College offers a variety of living 
arrangements: first-year students live on campus in two 
residence buildings, Whiteford and Rouzer Halls; 
students admitted to the McDaniel Honors Program 
may select to live in Daniel McLea Hall.  Almost 40% 
of McDaniel students live and study abroad at the 
college's European branch campus in Budapest, Hungary,            Daniel McLea Honors Hall               
or in student exchange programs.     
 
The student-faculty ratio at McDaniel College is 11:1, and the school has 62.5 percent of its 
classes with fewer than 20 students.  The most popular majors at McDaniel include: Social 
Sciences; Parks, Recreation, Leisure, and Fitness Studies; Psychology; English Language and 



Literature/Letters; and Visual and Performing Arts.  The average freshman retention rate is 82.5 
percent.  Ninety-nine percent of tenure-track faculty holds a PhD or highest degree in their fields. 
 
McDaniel College is a member of the NCAA III athletic conference competing in the Centennial 
Conference, a group of 11 national liberal arts colleges and universities.  It offers both men and 
women a balanced and varied program of intercollegiate athletics.  For men, this includes 
baseball, basketball, cross country, football, golf, lacrosse, soccer, swimming, tennis, indoor and 

outdoor track, and wrestling.  Teams for women 
include basketball, cross country, field hockey, golf, 
lacrosse, soccer, softball, swimming, tennis, indoor 
and outdoor track, and volleyball. Competitive 
schedules are designed not only for the varsity 
athletes but also for the students engaged in club 
sports and other activities.  The Gill Center and 
Leroy Merritt Fitness Center offer a wide variety of 
programs in both physical education courses of study 
and recreational opportunities.	  	  

   First-year students ringing The Old Main bell 
	  
There are more than 90 organizations, and campus events are largely planned and organized by 
students.  All students, regardless of academic major, are encouraged to take part in the many 
musical, dramatic, and artistic activities.  Students interested in writing and publishing may work 
with three publications edited and published by students; furthermore, students operate the 
College radio station and a cable broadcast channel. 
 
McDaniel College is part of a lively community of more than 20 colleges and universities in the 
Baltimore area.  The Baltimore Collegetown Network is a guide to all of the cultural and 
educational opportunities the area has to offer.  With more than 100,000 students in town, there 
are events and programs on campuses in addition to Baltimore’s attractions, such as the Inner 
Harbor, National Aquarium and Maryland Science Center within a 45-minute drive.  Students 
can experience all Washington, DC has to offer in about an hour and 15 minute drive.  Through 
flexible academic programs, collaborative and experiential learning, and global engagement, 
McDaniel prepares students for successful lives of leadership, service, and social responsibility. 
 


