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Loyola University Chicago is a private university 
founded in 1870 as St. Ignatius College.  It is one 
of the nation’s largest Jesuit, Catholic 
Universities and the only one located in Chicago.  
The university takes pride in its Roman Catholic 
tradition and faith that is at its foundation.  
Loyola University of Chicago is a diverse 
community seeking God in all things and working 
to expand knowledge in the service of humanity 
through learning, justice, and faith.  They are 

guided by a simple promise: to prepare people to lead extraordinary lives.  

The University offers more than 80 undergraduate majors and more than 80 minors, with more 
than 140 graduate, professional, and graduate-level certificate programs.  U.S. News and World 
Report has ranked Loyola consistently among the "top national universities" in its annual 
publications, with several campuses spread across the Chicago area, more than 40 buildings, 
including the 45,000 square-foot Joseph J. Gentile Arena.  Loyola University Chicago’s 
four campuses include Lake Shore (LSC), Water Tower (WTC), Health Sciences (HSC), and the 
John Felice Rome Center in Italy, and is home to ten schools, colleges and graduate schools.  
Loyola also features course locations in Beijing, China; Saigon-Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam; 
Vernon Hills, Illinois (Cuneo Mansion and Gardens); and a Retreat and Ecology Campus in 
Woodstock, Illinois. 
 
At Loyola 93 percent of university faculty hold the 
highest academic degrees from highly ranked 
universities, with a 15:1 student-faculty ratio, they are 
committed to student intellectual and personal 
development to help them grow and succeed. The Core 
Curriculum is the foundation of Loyola’s strong liberal 
arts education, emphasizing skills in communication, 
critical thinking, ethical awareness, information and 
technological literacy, quantitative and qualitative analysis,   Water Tower Campus                            
and research methods through a variety of courses spread across ten areas of knowledge.	   
 
Students come from all faiths and backgrounds.  Each person is encouraged to celebrate their 
personal faith and to respect and learn from other people of faith within the Loyola community.  
Total enrollment is approximately 16,000 students with 10,000 of those undergraduates and 32 
percent students of color.  The Loyola family represents 82 countries and all 50 states.  More 
than 20 percent of students participate in internship programs and 35 percent of students study 
abroad.  Loyola offers more than 250 student clubs and organizations including a Phi Beta Kappa 
honor society chapter.  The Department of Student Diversity & Multicultural Affairs (SDMA) 
promotes multicultural learning, cultural competency and coalition building through educational 
opportunities that focus on diversity.  
 

Loyola's Lake Shore Campus on the city's North Side 



Loyola is in the final phase of a $100 million campus 
renovation.  To the more than 4,000 students that live on 
campus, residence halls offer free Internet access, cable 
TV, furniture, and cozy gathering spaces to mix and 
mingle with new friends on campus.  Living on campus 
has additional benefits such as close proximity to classes 
and the residence halls provide safety features and 
support.  The Residence Hall Association (RHA), a 
residential student-run organization develops the on-

campus community through a tradition of advocacy, leadership, and programming, creating a 
forum for student voices, and provides opportunities for personal development, and activities to 
enhance the residential experience. 
 
All resident students receive a U-Pass that allows students to use the Chicago Transit System to 
travel to various neighborhoods around the University.  These areas offer a wide variety of ethnic 
restaurants and shops from all corners of the globe, as well as downtown, easily accessible using 
the city’s buses and elevated train system.  The Loyola rail station stop connects Loyola to the 
heart of downtown.  The Lake Shore Campus offers students full access to the lake through 
neighborhood beaches and lakeside parks, just a few blocks north of Lincoln Park, with bike 
paths, athletic fields, and other amenities stretching all the way downtown to Chicago’s gold 
mine of clubs, sport venues, shop, museums and many sites.  
 
Noted alumni include: Lawrence Biondi, President of Saint Louis University; Richard A. Cosier, 
Dean of the Krannert School of Management at Purdue University; Patrick H. Arbor, Chicago 
Board of Trade; Brenda C. Barnes, CEO of Sara Lee Corporation; George Halas, Jr., former 
President/Owner of the Chicago Bears; Jeffrey D. Jacobs, President of Harpo productions; John 
B. Menzer, former Vice Chairman of Wal-Mart Stores, Inc.; John York, Co-owner of the San 
Francisco 49ers; and Bill Rancic, winner of The Apprentice (first season). 


