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 Cater Walk, the main avenue of the campus 
 
Washington College’s rural, 120-acre campus is about 90 
minutes from Baltimore, Philadelphia and Washington, DC. 
This part of Maryland’s Eastern Shore has been called 
“America’s last great 18th-century landscape”: a patchwork of 
wheat fields and tidal waterways, sparsely strewn with 
farmsteads and crossroads villages. 
 

As the Revolutionary War came to a close, Washington College was just getting started.  Its 
founder, William Smith, had a revolutionary idea: to educate responsible citizen-leaders who 
could make the new democracy work.  The C.V. Starr Center for the Study of the American 
Experience evolved from the college’s close ties to the Founding era, and the personal 
relationship with the nation’s First President.  At William Smith’s urging, General Washington 
gave the “College at Chester” a founding gift of 50 guineas, agreed to serve on the Board, and 
gave us his permission to use his name.  His gift, the largest made toward the founding of the 
College in 1782, was used to purchase scientific equipment. Washington served on the Board of 
Visitors and Governors for five years until 1789, when he became President of the United States.  
He accepted an honorary degree from Washington College that same year and became a leading 
alumnus.  His vision of a better future achieved through education, his respect for scholarship, 
and his ideals of leadership, character, and service to others form the foundation of the 
institution.  

The College’s first president, the Rev. William Smith, was a prominent figure in colonial affairs 
of letters and church, and had a wide acquaintance among the great men of colonial days. 

 
 
Their location on the Chester River, on Maryland’s Eastern Shore, 
is the perfect backdrop for environmental studies and prime 
territory for groundbreaking research in history, anthropology and 
archaeology. 
 
The Chester River is an essential part of Chestertown, and 
Washington College students have taken advantage of the unique 
opportunities it offers, from developing competitive varsity 
programs in rowing and sailing and club sport programs for waterskiing and wakeboarding, to 
learning to sail in class and enjoying recreational activities such as kayaking along the river’s 
edge.  

The waterfront area includes the Truslow Boat House and the Lelia Hynson Pavilion, adjacent to 
Wilmer Park.  In 1971, the College acquired a warehouse on banks of the Chester River to use as 
a boathouse.  In 1983, the Hodson Trust donated funds to create the Lelia Hynson Boating Park 
and Pavilion on the grounds surrounding the Truslow Boathouse.  Today, the College uses the 



waterfront property to hold concerts, events, and celebrations such as the Waterfront Festival at 
the Lelia Hynson Pavilion.  

Approximately 1,400 undergraduate students from 35 states and 40 nations attend WC. With a 
student-to-faculty ratio of 12:1, the average class size is 17 students and only one in seven 
classes has more than 25 students. 
 
Beyond academics, there are countless ways to define yourself, develop your interests, and 
connect with others: 62 clubs, 17 varsity sports, 17 club sports, a half-dozen intramurals, and a 
packed schedule of student-organized events. 
 
 

CORE VALUES  

We share these values of our founding patron, George Washington: integrity, determination, 
curiosity, civility, leadership, and moral courage.  We offer academic rigor and self-discovery in 
a supportive, residential community of well-qualified, diverse, and motivated individuals. We 
develop in our students habits of analytic thought and clear communication, aesthetic insight, 
ethical sensitivity, and civic responsibility.   

Unhurried conversation and close connections with an exceptional faculty and staff complement 
a broad curriculum of study.  A beautiful campus, ready access to exciting cities and the 
Chesapeake Bay, and engagement with cultures and communities locally and around the world 
afford our students ample resources and opportunities for personal exploration and shared 
challenges.  

We prepare our students for rich and fulfilling lives; for myriad and unpredictable opportunities; 
for a lifetime of learning, leadership, and productive endeavor.  

When we first opened our doors in 1782, parents paid college tuition with bales of tobacco and 
bushels of oysters. While it’s been a long time since barges laden with peaches and tomatoes 
plied the Chester River, we think our rural heritage is still worth preserving.  

Washington College has recently acquired the Chester River Field Research Station, where 
students work to restore native grasslands—the perfect habitat for migratory bird populations. 
Under the American College & University Presidents’ Climate Commitment, we are adopting 
measures to reduce our carbon footprint. A recycling program, a bike share program and a 
campus garden reinforce the notion that small lifestyle changes can make a big difference.  

 
 

BASIC EDUCATIONAL FEES 2013-2014  
   



Tuition (full-time)                                          $40,384  

Student Service Fee  $736  

Campus Housing (avg)  $4,796  

Campus Meals  $4,646  

Total   $50,562  

 
Approximately 85% of the student body receives some form of need-based financial aid or merit-
based scholarship award. 
 
Of 1,460 undergraduates, slightly more than half are from public schools, 7% are minority 
students, and 3% are international. 
 
Of the most recent entering class, 60% took Advanced Placement coursework, 57% played a 
varsity sport, 43% were members of the National Honor Society, 33% had a music background, 
and 31% held a leadership position in high school. 
 

FIRST-YEAR APPLICANTS  
The 2014 Common Application.  

Application Deadlines for Fall 2014  
Early Decision - November 1 
>>Notification by December 15  

Early Action - December 1 
>>Notification by January 15  

Regular Decision - February 15 

 
Exploring our nation’s rich history in innovative ways, the C.V. Starr Center for the Study of the 
American Experience draws scholars and citizens, college students and national leaders to a 
unique 18th-century town on the Chesapeake Bay. Our guiding principle is that now more than 



ever, a wider understanding of our shared past is fundamental to the continuing success of 
America’s democratic experiment.  

The Center is interdisciplinary, encouraging the study of traditional history alongside new 
approaches, and seeking to bridge the divide between the academic world and the public at large. 
It does this especially by supporting and fostering the art of written history, through the George 
Washington Book Prize, resident fellowships, and other programs. The Center’s staff and 
visiting fellows frequently publish books and articles on American history in many major 
publications, from The New York Times and The Washington Post to National 
Geographic and Smithsonian.  

Each year, the Center sponsors a rich array of talks and other free public programs presented 
by leading American historians. From its base in the circa-1746 Custom House along 
Chestertown’s colonial waterfront, the Center also serves as a portal onto a world of 
opportunities for Washington College students.  

Drawing on the special strengths of colonial Chestertown and the Chesapeake region, the 
Center explores the early republic, the rise of democracy, and the manifold ways in which the 
founding era continues to shape American culture. We also uphold the legacy of Washington 
College, established in 1782 with a mandate to honor its namesake and patron, George 
Washington, and to keep the “public virtues and patriot-labours” of America’s founding 
generation alive in the hearts of future generations.  
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