
Pitzer College, Claremont, CA 
Pitzer sits on an alluvial plain in the shadow of Mount San Antonio, better known as 
Mt. Baldy, the highest peak in the San Gabriel mountain range. 

Pitzer is situated in the town of Claremont at the base of the San 
Gabriel Mountains and enjoys an excellent climate year round 
with skiing, hiking, desert and ocean sports and one of the 
largest and most electrifying cities in the world all located 
within an hour’s drive.  Downtown Los Angeles is also easily 
reached via the Metrolink commuter rail. 

Founded in 1963, Pitzer College produces engaged, socially responsible citizens of the world 
through an academically rigorous, interdisciplinary liberal arts education emphasizing social justice, 
intercultural understanding and environmental sensitivity.  Pitzer’s distinctive education combines a 
small liberal arts college experience with all the resources of a major university.  As a member of 
the Claremont University Consortium, Pitzer gives you access to approximately 2,500 courses per 
semester, across five contrasting, yet communal campuses.  Students may choose existing majors at 
the other Claremont Colleges provided that the fields are not offered as majors at Pitzer. 

Pitzer College was named for benefactor, noted philanthropist, and orange grower Russell K. Pitzer 
(1878-1978).  Founded in 1963 as the sixth institution of 
The Claremont Colleges, Pitzer began as a residential 
liberal arts campus for women with a curricular emphasis 
in the social and behavioral sciences.  The founding 
faculty, students, and staff designed Pitzer as an 
innovative liberal arts institution.  The College's 
pioneering programs embraced interdisciplinary teaching 
and learning, creative and cooperative classroom 
experience, and community governance, encouraging 
every voice to be heard equally and fully.   
                  Brant Clock Tower              

In 1970, Pitzer became co-educational, and today enrolls approximately 1,000 students in more than 
40 fields of study leading to the Bachelor of Arts degree.  Some of the more popular concentrations 
are psychology, sociology, political studies, media studies, environmental studies and art.  Students 
create their own academic programs in close collaboration with faculty advisers.  There are no 
formal lists of requirements at the College; rather, students are guided by a unique set of six 

educational objectives: Breadth of Knowledge; 
Understanding in Depth; Critical Thinking, Formal Analysis 
and Effective Expression; Interdisciplinary Perspective; 
Intercultural Understanding; and Concern with Social 
Responsibility and the Ethical Implications of Knowledge 
and Action.  In keeping with its distinctive heritage, Pitzer 
remains dedicated to individual growth while building 
community.  Pitzer challenges students to develop a set of 
Pitzer has an outdoor classroom available for all professors to use when the 
weather is pleasant, providing a nice typical classroom scenery change. 



courses that will expose and engage them with issues from the perspective of at least two cultures 
and two disciplines.  Students are also invited to take advantage of the many other Claremont 
resources that enrich and strengthen their appreciation of global diversity. 

Seven educational institutions now comprise The Claremont Colleges: Pomona College, founded in 
1887; Claremont Graduate University, 1925; Scripps College, 1926: Claremont McKenna College, 
1946; Harvey Mudd College, 1955; Pitzer College, 1963; and the Keck Graduate Institute for 
Applied Life Sciences, 1997.  The U.S. News & World Report College and University rankings 
2014 edition ranks Pitzer College as the 35th best national 
liberal arts college overall. 

Standardized tests are optional in the admission process at 
Pitzer College.  72% of the students admitted to the class 
of 2016 did not submit SAT or ACT scores and 63% of 
the entire applicant pool did not submit scores. For those 
students who did choose to submit testing, the average 
SAT verbal was 671 and the average SAT math was 666.  
The average high school GPA is 3.9 (94).  In 2012, Pitzer  
College granted admission to 15.7 percent of the student 
applicant pool.        The mural in the George C.S. Benson Auditorium 
          atrium represents Pitzer’s Past, Present and Future 
 
Tuition, room, board and fees for 2013-14 are $59,416 and financial aid at Pitzer is awarded to 
students on the basis of financial need.  For the 2013-14 academic year, approximately 47% of the 
Pitzer student body received some form of financial assistance. 


