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Founded by settlers from Granville, Massachusetts and Granby, 
Connecticut, Granville, Ohio is a quaint, New England style 
town filled with distinctive architecture.  Granville, located 27 
miles from Columbus, has managed to preserve its historical 
roots with over 100 buildings listed on the National Register of 
Historic Places. 

 
With historic and contemporary buildings and state-of-the-art facilities, all within walking 
distance of each other, the campus spans 900 acres, including a 560-acre biological reserve.  
Denison University is a leading liberal arts college where faculty and students collaborate in 
research, civic engagement and cultivation of independent thinking.  
 
At Denison, the life of the mind merges with a life of action.  In small classes, students learn 
directly from and collaborate with a dynamic and involved faculty.  In their daily pursuits, they 
put that knowledge into motion, applying their liberal arts foundation locally and globally in 
service, commerce, and innovation.  At the core of this 
experience is a set of rock-solid ideals: integrity, reason, 
scholarship, community, diversity, intellect, dignity, respect. 
     
The mission at Denison is to inspire and educate its students 
to become autonomous thinkers, discerning moral agents and 
active citizens of a democratic society.  Through an emphasis 
on active learning, the university engages students in the liberal   William Howard Doane Library 
arts, fostering self-determination and demonstrating the transformative power of education.  
They envision students' lives as based upon rational choice, a firm belief in human dignity and 
compassion unlimited by cultural, racial, sexual, religious or economic barriers, and directed 
toward an engagement with the central issues of our time.       
 
Denison invites application from intellectually curious students who show scholarly promise and 
who seek a challenging college career.  In evaluating a candidate’s application to Denison, a 
number of things are taken into consideration about a prospective student.  They are seeking 
students who have demonstrated a seriousness towards their academic life and in addition, bring 
a variety of interests, characteristics, and personal qualities in a combination that is unlike 
any other. 

         The admission office gives careful attention to: 

• The rigor of your course load 
• Grade Point Average and Classroom Performance 
• SAT and/or ACT test scores (submission is optional) 
• Personal essay 
• Written recommendations from your school counselor 

and a teacher in an academic subject 
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• Extracurricular accomplishments at school, in your community, or your job 
• On-campus interviews are encouraged 

 
Of Denison's current students, 96% receive need-based financial aid or merit-based academic 
scholarships funded by Denison, and many students receive both forms of support.  In 
Kiplinger's "100 Best Values in Private Colleges," Denison is eighth, and is the only Ohio school 
among the top 30 liberal arts institutions nationally with the lowest average debt following 
graduation.  The total cost of attending Denison without any financial aid is $54,670. 
 
Notable Alumni include Hal Holbrook '48, Actor; Bill 
Clarke '51, Co-Founder, Habitat for Humanity; Richard G. 
Lugar '54, U.S. Senator, 1996 Presidential Candidate;  
William G. Bowen ’55, former President of Princeton 
University and current President of the Andrew W. Mellon 
Foundation; Michael Eisner '64, Former Chairman and 
CEO, Walt Disney Company; Steve Carell '84, Actor; 
Jennifer Garner '94, Actress. 
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