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With downtown Atlanta as a backdrop, Emory is located in its 
historic Druid Hills suburb, designed by landscape architect 
Frederick Law Olmsted.  
 

Emory University is a private research university 
located in metropolitan Atlanta, Georgia on 631 

acres of woods and rolling hills.  The university was founded as Emory College in 1836 
in Oxford, Georgia by a small group of Methodists and was named in honor of John 
Emory, a well-known Methodist bishop.  For a short period of time the college struggled 
financially, but Asa Candler, the president of the Coca-Cola Company, whose 
headquarters are also located in Atlanta, donated a generous land grant allowing the small 
college to move to metropolitan Atlanta in 1915 when it became rechartered as Emory 
University.  Today the main campus is located in the suburban Atlanta neighborhood of 
Druid Hills, a 15-minute drive from downtown and midtown Atlanta. 

Today, the school consists of nine academic divisions: 
the College of Arts and Sciences, Oxford College, 
Laney Graduate School, School of Law, School of 
Medicine, Nell Hodgson Woodruff School of Nursing, 
Rollins School of Public Health, Candler School of 
Theology, and the Goizueta Business School. 

The Goizueta Business School is one of Emory's several LEED-
certified buildings, which must meet rigorous environmental 
standards.  
 
The College of Arts and Sciences has 48 departments and programs. It offers its 5,500 
students the choice of 60 majors, one co-major and 42 minors.  Fifty-two percent of 
students earn a double major or both a major and a minor.  Students must also complete 
general education requirements that are designed to expose all students to a variety of 
topics, including physical and social sciences, the humanities, and foreign languages.  
Approximately 47% of students pursue independent research or work on research 
projects with faculty members in the sciences, humanities, and social sciences during 
their time in the college.  About half of all students study abroad for a semester, summer, 
or year and 63% complete internships. 
 
When students apply to Emory for their first year, they may apply to the College of Arts 
and Sciences or to Oxford College, which is located about 40 miles from Emory’s main 
campus and is the site of Emory’s founding.  Oxford offers students that are interested in 
Emory the opportunity to experience a smaller community, as there are about 750 
students enrolled in Oxford College.  Typically, students graduate from Oxford after four  
 



semesters and continue to the Druid Hills campus, where they can enroll in any one of 
Emory’s undergraduate programs.  General education requirements and courses for any 
of the academic majors offered in the Emory College of Arts and Sciences may be taken 
at Oxford College. 

 
State-of-the-art health sciences facilities include the  
Whitehead Biomedical Research Building 
 
Each year Emory enrolls a first-year class of about 
1255 students.  They are noted as one of the most 
diverse selective universities in the country.  The 
middle 50% range of SAT scores consist of 640-
730 on Critical Reading, 660-750 on Math and 650-
740 on Writing, with the ACT composite score 
ranging from 29 to 33.  Eighty-five percent of 
incoming freshmen are in the top 10% of their 

graduating high school class.  Those colleges that overlap with Emory include Duke, 
Washington University in St. Louis, University of Pennsylvania, Vanderbilt, Georgetown 
and Northwestern.  According to Princeton Review’s The Best 373 Colleges, the 
Admission Office states that, “Emory is an inquiry-driven, ethically engaged, and diverse 
community whose members work collaboratively for positive transformation in the world 
through courageous leadership in teaching, research scholarships, healthcare and social 
action.”  Their strongest programs include Business, Psychology, Natural Sciences, 
Political Science, English, History and Art History. 
 
Emory is committed to making college affordable for all qualified students who wish to 
attend, regardless of financial means.  The university practices need-blind admission and 
fully meets demonstrated need to U.S. citizens and permanent residents, so your financial 
situation will not influence their consideration of your application.  They meet 100% of 
demonstrated need, with an average financial aid package is $36,807, of which they will 
meet 100% of demonstrated need.  The total cost for tuition, room, board, books and fees 
for 2012-2013 is $58,180.   
 
Prominent alumni include Newt Gingrich, former 
Speaker of the House of Representatives; Kenneth 
Cole, American fashion designer; Sam Nunn, 
former U.S. Senator; Amy Ray and Emily Saliers, 
Grammy-winning singer/ songwriters and creators 
of The Indigo Girls; John Chidsey, CEO of Burger 
King; and Brian Gallagher, president and CEO of 
the United Way of America.  

Candler Library, on the Quadrangle,  
       reflects Emory's prevalent architectural style 
           
 


