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Located in the historic city of Waltham, The Brandeis 
campus is just nine miles away from Boston, an ideal 
place for internships and other experiential-learning 
opportunities.  Downtown Waltham is just a 20-minute 
walk from campus or a quick trip on the university 
shuttle. 

Since its founding in 1948, Brandeis has established itself as an important national and 
international center for teaching and research.  Consistently ranked among the nation’s best 
universities, Brandeis is widely recognized for the excellence of its faculty and the quality and 
diversity of its student body.  The university was named for the late Louis D. Brandeis, the first 
Jewish Associate Justice of the U.S. Supreme Court, and shaped by the ideals he represented: 
passion for learning, commitment to social justice and equality, individual rights and concern for 
the world. 

Experiential learning, community service and study abroad programs all are important aspects of 
the undergraduate experience.  Internships, research assistantships and other hands-on 
experiences are available throughout the curriculum.  
On campus, students can join any of nearly 300 clubs, 
get involved with the large and active arts community 
and enjoy the spirit-filled atmosphere of a competitive 
Division III athletics program. 

Usen Castle, the only original building on campus, offers students 
an eclectic style living option on campus with many breathtaking 
views of the Boston Skyline. It is also home to a coffeehouse and 
late night snack bar. 

Brandeis students are self-motivated, compassionate, curious and open to exploring new and 
challenging experiences. They share a belief that this is a unique and special place to learn and 
grow.  When the admission committee looks at an application, they do their best not only to 
consider the academic qualifications and potential, but also to understand how an applicant will 
fit into the Brandeis community.  As part of this review, the Office of Admissions considers 
whether you challenged yourself with an academically rigorous curriculum.  Most of their 
admitted students have attempted a challenging honors, Advanced Placement or International 
Baccalaureate-level curriculum. There is no minimum grade-point average for admission to 
Brandeis; however, more than three-quarters of Brandeis students are in the top 10 percent of 
their high school graduating class. 

Brandeis also seeks to admit students who will thrive in their community-oriented programs.  
They look for students with compelling personal qualities, such as leadership and involvement in 
their community.  The essay and extracurricular activities allow them to ascertain an applicant’s 
passion and dedication.  Most of their admitted students have participated in a range of activities, 



whether in high school clubs, the arts, athletics or through community service and personal 
enrichment opportunities. 

 Shapiro Science Center 

Brandeis University combines the resources of a world-
class research institution with the intimacy and personal 
attention of a small liberal arts college.  The institution 
uses an interdisciplinary educational approach that 
recognizes the importance of a broad-based, liberal arts 
background in helping you achieve your personal and 
professional goals.  This means that Brandeis students 

leave the university with experiences that make them a more active, engaged citizen, and skills 
that will help them be successful in work or graduate school. 

A distinct hallmark of a Brandeis education is experiential learning.  Experiential learning takes 
many forms and encompasses a variety of hands-on experiences, including research, fieldwork, 
community-engaged learning, internships and more.  A flexible curriculum that allows students 
to pursue multiple academic interests, and highly accessible faculty members who are leaders in 
their fields, help Brandeis students make the most of their college experience. 

Tuition, room and board at Brandeis for the 2012-2013 
will be approximately $56,700.  Brandeis is committed 
to meeting full demonstrated need for their incoming 
first-year students.  More than 50 percent of Brandeis 
undergraduates receive need-based financial assistance 
each year.  Any student who believes the cost of 
attending Brandeis might present a financial hardship is 
encouraged to apply for financial aid.  The average 
need-based award approaches $35,000 and ranges from 
$2,500 to full tuition, room and board.                                                   Brandeis Library 

Brandeis counts among its graduates Pulitzer Prize winners, Emmy Award winners, best-selling 
authors, even a Nobel laureate.  Notable alumni include Susan Band Horowitz, Ph.D. ’63, Rose 
C. Falkenstein Professor of Cancer Research, Albert Einstein College of Medicine; inventor of 
cancer-fighting drug Taxol; Jonathan Landau ’68, music producer and manager (Bruce 
Springsteen); Robert Zimmer ’68, president, University of Chicago; Martha Kanter ’70, 
undersecretary, U.S. Department of Education; Thomas Friedman ’75, foreign affairs 
columnist, The New York Times (Pulitzer Prize winner);  Roderick MacKinnon ’78, John D. 
Rockefeller Jr. Professor, The Rockefeller University (Nobel laureate, Howard Hughes Medical 
Institute investigator); David Crane ’79 and Marta Kauffman ’78, co-creators, "Friends;" 
Mitch Albom ’79, author, Tuesdays With Morrie  and Five People You Meet in Heaven; 
Michael Gliedman ’85, senior vice president and chief information officer, National Basketball 
Association; Jeffrey Lurie, Ph.D. ’87, owner, Philadelphia Eagles; Debra Messing ’90, Emmy 
Award-winning actor ("Will & Grace" and "Smash"); Shen Tong ’91, student leader, 1989 
Tiananmen Square uprising; Mia Bauer ’91, co-founder and owner, Crumbs Bake Shops. 


