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Founded in 1850 as a Baptist-sponsored institution, The 
University of Rochester is a private, nonsectarian, 
research university made up of six schools and various 
interdisciplinary programs.  The College of Arts, 
Sciences, and Engineering is the largest college of the 

university. The college is divided into two schools: 1. The School of Arts and Sciences and the 
Hajim School of Engineering and Applied Sciences.  The college is primarily located on the 
River Campus.  2. The University of Rochester is noted for its Eastman School of Music, a music 
conservatory offering both undergraduate and graduate education in a number of music fields, 
including composition, theory, and performance.  The highly regarded Eastman School of Music 
is home to more than 20 ensembles, including the first wind ensemble in the country.  3. The 
Margaret Warner Graduate School of Education and Human Development is the university's 
graduate school of education and is located on the River Campus.  4. The School of Medicine 
and Dentistry is a medical and dental school with both research and clinical programs. It is 
located in the University of Rochester Medical Center.	  	  5.	  The School of Nursing is a nursing 
school	  also	  located on the campus of the University of Rochester Medical Center.	  	  6.	  The William 
E. Simon Graduate School of Business Administration is the business school located on the 
River Campus. 
 
The River Campus is the center of the university's academic and administrative activities.  It is 
located in a bend of the Genesee River about 2 miles south of downtown Rochester and covers 
around 200 acres.  It is bounded by Bausch & Lomb 
Riverside Park, an 18-acre public park along the east 
bank of the Genesee River, and Mount Hope Cemetery, 
where the grave sites of Susan B. Anthony and Frederick 
Douglass can be found. 
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Students often congregate outdoors during the warmer months on the various quads.  Other 
centers of student life include Todd Union, Frederick Douglass Dining Center, various locations 
inside Rush Rhees Library, and Wilson Commons, a student union designed by the architectural 
firm of I.M. Pei.  Many academic buildings, including Rush Rhees Library, are connected by a 
series of tunnels, which are used extensively, especially during unfavorable weather. 
 

During the admissions process, the one factor that carries the most weight in reviewing 
applications is the high school transcript.  Honors, AP, and IB classes are strong indicators of 
the extent to which students challenge themselves.  However, they understand that course 
offerings vary greatly from one school to another; therefore, admissions counselors review each 
school's profile to best understand the courses available. 
 



An admissions interview, while not required, is strongly recommended.  Interviews allow 
students to tell admissions more about themselves - their interests, their passions, and their drive 
to design their own education.  Interviews also help determine scholarship candidates and give 
each student the opportunity to talk one-on-one with someone who knows the University very 
well.  Reserved for rising seniors, interviews are offered on campus from May to December and 
with alumni all over the country from September to January. 
 
Rochester recognizes that no two students are alike, so your college education can't follow a 
"general education" path.  That is why the Rochester Curriculum, unique in higher education, has 

no required subjects.  You build your own path and learn 
what you love.  Students in Arts, Sciences, and 
Engineering pursue a major in one of three divisions - 
humanities, social sciences, and natural sciences and 
complete a cluster of three or more related courses in the 
two areas outside their major.  The result is an education 
that reflects students' priorities. 
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University of Rochester's undergraduate enrollment consists of about 4,500 full-time and about 
100 part-time students from across the U.S. and over 90 countries.  Graduate enrollment 
comprises about 3,300 full-time and about 550 part-time graduate students.  The unique, defining 
feature of the undergraduate program at the University is the Rochester Curriculum.  There are 
no required subjects outside of a prerequisite writing course.  The Curriculum requires that 
undergraduates study in all of three areas of knowledge: humanities, social sciences, and natural 
sciences.  Aside from the area of study which a student's major falls in, undergraduates must 
complete 3-4 courses of related materials (called "clusters") within each of the remaining areas.  
For example, a student with a concentration in mathematics, a natural science field, must 
complete at least one cluster in the humanities and one in social sciences.  A second 
concentration or a minor also satisfies this requirement.  The only exceptions are students 
concentrating in an accredited engineering field (biomedical engineering, chemical engineering, 
electrical and computer engineering or mechanical 
engineering), who are only required to have one cluster in 
either humanities or social sciences. 
 
Admission into UR has become increasingly competitive, 
with an average acceptance rate of 33% (20% for transfer 
students) and average SAT scores falling in the 95th 
percentile, for the fall of 2011.  The average GPA for 
entering freshmen is 3.83 and the mid-50% SAT scores are 
600-700 for Critical Reading, 650-740 for Mathematics and 
610-700 on the Writing section.  The ACT mid-50%                 The Center for Neural Development and  
composite range is 28-32.           Disease is located in the Kornb Medical 
                    Research Building          
U.S. News and World Report, in their popular National               
University Rankings, placed the university 35th in the nation for 2008, 2009, 2010, and 2012.  
The University has also been ranked as 34th worldwide according to Global University Ranking 



and 21st in the United States among research universities.  Additionally, its graduate programs 
are consistently ranked within the top 20 in the United States.  According to U.S. News & World 
Report’s America's Best Colleges 2012 the university is ranked 35th among national universities.  
 

Tuition and fees for the 2011 to 2012 school year are 
$41,826 with room and board being an additional 
$12,120.  The University of Rochester is committed to 
meeting the full demonstrated need of all admitted 
students.  They achieve this through the use of 
scholarships, grants, loans, and work opportunities. 
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In its history five university alumni, two faculty, and one senior research associate at Strong 
Memorial Hospital have been awarded a Nobel Prize; eight alumni and four faculty members 
have won a Pulitzer Prize, and 19 faculty members have been awarded a Guggenheim 
Fellowship.  Faculty and alumni of Rochester make up nearly one-quarter of the scientists on the 
board advising NASA in the development of the James Webb Space Telescope, which replaced 
the Hubble Space Telescope in 2011.  Other alumni of note include George Abbott (B.A. 1911), 
Broadway showman who wrote, produced, and directed Broadway plays, including The Pajama 
Game (directed), A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the Forum (directed), and Damn 
Yankees (co-wrote); Debra Jo Rupp (B.A. 1974), actress That '70s Show; Tony Levin bass player 
for Peter Gabriel; Francis Bellamy, wrote the original Pledge of Allegiance, published in 1892; 
Barry Meyer, Chairman & Chief Executive Officer of Warner Bros; Gerald B. Zornow, former 
Chairman of the Board of Eastman Kodak Company; Robert J. Keegan, former Chairman of the 
Board of The Goodyear Tire & Rubber Company and President of the Consumer Imaging 
business and an Executive Vice President of Eastman 
Kodak; Stan Frankel (Ph.D. 1942), Manhattan Project 
scientist and computer designer; Jay Last (B.S. 1951), 
member of the Traitorous Eight that founded Silicon 
Valley; Gary Starkweather (M.S. Optics 1966), 
inventor of the laser printer; Herbert York (B.S. and 
M.S.), Manhattan Project physicist; and Jeremy Glick, 
a passenger on United Flight 93 and widely considered 
to be a hero in the September 11 attacks.  
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