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Scripps College is a private, liberal arts, women's college, 
and the small campus size is matched by a relatively small 
student body of under 1,000.  The 37-acre campus is listed 
in the National Register of Historic Places, and has been 
named by Forbes magazine as one of the top 10 most 
beautiful college campuses in the world.  The campus 
shares the same square mile with the other Claremont 

Colleges: Claremont McKenna, Harvey Mudd, Pitzer, and Pomona Colleges, as well as 
Claremont Graduate University and the Keck Graduate Institute.  The college is set in a 
picturesque small town, 35 miles away from downtown Los Angeles, sitting at the foot of the 
San Gabriel Mountains. 
 
The beauty of the Scripps’ campus fulfills newspaper publisher and philanthropist, Ellen 
Browning Scripps’ dream of “a college campus whose simplicity and beauty will unobtrusively 
seep into a student’s consciousness and quietly develop a standard of taste and judgment.”  At 
the spry age of 90, Ellen Browning Scripps, felt the time was right to found a college exclusively 
for women and spoke of it as her “new adventure.” Women had won the right to vote a few years 
earlier and the population in southern California was growing by leaps and bounds.  Miss Scripps 
founded the college in 1926, setting down this vision: “The paramount obligation of a college is 
to develop in its students the ability to think clearly and independently, and the ability to live 
confidently, courageously, and hopefully.”  While 
much at Scripps College has changed over the years, 
Ellen Browning Scripps’ adventurous spirit and her 
belief in personal possibility still define the College’s 
commitment to educating women for professional 
careers and lifelong intellectual growth.  
 
 
 
    Margaret Fowler Garden 

Scripps students enjoy the nurturing atmosphere of a 
small college, combined with the resources of a mid-size university.  Scripps is an independent 
institution with its own student body, faculty, campus, and distinctive style and purpose.  As a 
member of the prestigious Claremont Colleges, it offers you so many more benefits: joint 
academic programs, cross-registration in courses, five-college extracurricular programs, physical 
facilities, and more.  With a combined co-ed student body of more than 5,000 undergraduate 
students, students have a wide range of events and social opportunities. 

For the women of Scripps College, academic and extracurricular opportunities abound.  Students 
work with a faculty of distinguished teachers, scholars, and researchers who believe their first 
responsibility is to stimulate and support undergraduate learning.  Seminar-style classes taught 



only by professors, never teaching assistants, ensure that students share ideas in a supportive, 
interactive atmosphere.  At the cornerstone of Scripps' academic program is the Core Curriculum 
in Interdisciplinary Humanities, which challenges Scripps women not only to think, but to think 
about the way they think.  The Core program looks at the many connections among culture, 
knowledge, and representation across a number of disciplines, encouraging students' critical 
awareness of the limits of disciplinary methods and theories.   Scripps' Off Campus Study 

program further encourages students to apply their 
learning to global experiences by studying abroad for a 
semester or a year.  By requiring a senior thesis based 
on research in the major, Scripps stimulates 
independent thought and a lifelong commitment to 
original inquiry.  As a result of their liberal arts 
education, Scripps graduates go on to attend some of 
the most prestigious graduate schools in the nation and 
take on leadership positions in a wide range of fields 
and endeavors. 
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As part of The Claremont Colleges, a community unique to American higher education, Scripps 
offers its students the best of both worlds.  Students receive the personal attention of a small 
residential college while benefiting from the academic and social resources of a larger university.  
With five undergraduate colleges literally next door to one another, The Claremont Colleges 
provides expanded intellectual, athletic, and extracurricular opportunities to students and faculty 
at each of the individual colleges. The Joint Science Department, a collaboration of Scripps, 
Pitzer, and Claremont McKenna Colleges, allows students to take advantage of remarkable 
research opportunities in pre-medicine and science; Scripps' science students frequently receive 
national recognition for their work. 

The admit rate for Scripps is 36% for first-year applicants with students having a mid-50% SAT 
score in Critical Reading of 640-740; Math 640-710; and Writing 660-740.  There were 2,163 
applications for the fall of 2011, of which 785 were admitted for an enrolled class of 261. 

The annual comprehensive fee for resident students for 
the 2011-2012 academic year is $54,900.  Fifty-six 
percent of first-year students receive need-based 
financial aid consisting of: $36,915 in merit and need-
based aid or $33,893 in federal, state, and institutional 
aid, with $9,265 as the average need-based 
indebtedness of students graduating in 2011.  They 
meet 100% of each student’s demonstrated financial 
need. 
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