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Hoben Hall, a first-year community and the most centrally 
located residence hall on campus 
 

 
Kalamazoo College is located in a quiet residential section of Kalamazoo, a city with a 
metropolitan population of more than 225,000 in scenic southwest Michigan.  Kalamazoo 
is just 35 miles from Lake Michigan and approximately 140 miles from both Detroit and 
Chicago.  Kalamazoo College offers an excellent learning environment.  Its hilltop 
campus covers nearly 60 acres.  The college was founded in 1833 by a group of Baptist 
ministers as the Michigan and Huron Institute and was renamed the "Kalamazoo Literary 
Institute" a few years later.  In 1855 the school received an educational charter from the 
State of Michigan, establishing explicit recognition of the school as a college, after which 
the school changed its name to Kalamazoo College.  James Stone, the first president of 
Kalamazoo College, led the school from 1842 through 1863 and was responsible for 
instituting the high academic standards that allowed the college to receive its charter. 
 
The mission of Kalamazoo College is to prepare its graduates to better understand, live 
successfully within, and provide enlightened leadership to a richly diverse and 
increasingly complex world.  The college’s reputation as an academic powerhouse and a 
leader in international education was built during the presidency of Weimer Hicks, who 
served from 1954 to 1971.   Hicks conceived of the "K Plan" program under which most 
Kalamazoo students spend at least one term abroad and spend at least one term working 
in an academic internship.  As part of the original "K Plan," Kalamazoo College students 
could attend school year-round, but in 1996 this ended due to the difficulty of attracting 
students to a year-round college.  Today Kalamazoo is a small, selective, liberal arts 
college that still offers the unique K-Plan through an experiential program involving a 
liberal arts curriculum, study abroad, internships, and an intensive senior project.  
Kalamazoo is also unique in that it requires its students to take comprehensive exams in 
their major field of study before graduating. 
 
At the heart of the campus is the quadrangle (fondly known as the Quad), bordered by 
academic and administrative buildings, the student center, and Stetson Chapel.  Beyond 
the Quad are the fine arts facilities, including theatres and 
recital halls, the nationally recognized Dow Science 
Center, classrooms, offices, living/learning houses and 
residence halls, an athletic center, a racquet center, tennis 
courts, a swimming pool, and playing fields.  Some of the 
college’s strongest programs include Biology/Health 
Science, Psychology, English and Economics. 

        
                  Stetson Chapel on the Quad 



As home to one of the most highly regarded international study program in the higher 
education, a global orientation is a hallmark of a Kalamazoo College education.  
Kalamazoo College seeks talented students from diverse backgrounds who are looking 
for the academic and personal challenges that are offered in a Kalamazoo College 
education.  Admission is very selective and is offered to those applicants whose academic 
and personal qualities promise success.  The mean test scores of the class of 2013 were 
27.8 for the ACT, 631.9 for the SAT Critical Reading and 629.8 for the SAT Math.  The 
1,369 students enrolled come from 40 states and 25 countries, 77% are in the top quarter 
of their graduating class, and 18% are students of color.  Students who apply to 
Kalamazoo also tend to apply to Beloit, College of Wooster, Denison, Grinnell, Kenyon, 
Macalaster, Michigan State, and University of Michigan. 
 

 
Hicks Student Center 
 
 
 
Kalamazoo College is listed in Loren Pope's 
Colleges That Change Lives, colleges that excel at 
developing potential, values, and initiative and 
provide the foundation for success beyond college.  

In 2011, U.S. News & World Report rated it 71st among their National Liberal Arts Best 
Colleges in the country, giving them the highest ranking for that group of schools in the 
state of Michigan.  Kalamazoo College also ranks 19th in the nation for graduates who go 
on to earn doctorate degrees. 
 
Named one of the 44 “Best Buy” schools by Fiske Guide to Colleges 2010, the total cost 
of tuition, fees, room and board for the 2011-2012 academic year is $43,899.  More than 
90 percent of students receive need-based and/or merit-based financial aid; 13 percent are 
Pell eligible.  Kalamazoo believes that “education should be accessible to everyone, and 
our financial aid officers will work in partnership with you and your family to find the 
financial tools to make “K” affordable.” 
 


