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Furman University is an independent, coeducational, 
liberal arts college located on a 750-acre suburban 
campus on the outskirts of Greenville, South 
Carolina.  Furman was founded in 1826 at 
Edgefield, SC as a Men's Academy and Theological 
Institute.  It was named for Richard Furman of 
Charleston, SC, a prominent minister and president 

of the first Baptist convention in America, the Triennial Convention.  The school 
relocated to Greenville, South Carolina in 1850.  The original school building from the 
Edgefield campus was transported to Greenville, where it still stands.  In 1933, students 
from the Greenville Women's College began attending classes with Furman students.  
Shortly thereafter, the two schools merged to form the present institution. 
 
In 1956 Furman began construction on its new campus, just five miles north of 
downtown Greenville.  Classes on the new campus began in 1958.  According to Furman 
University's official website, the university "is rooted in the non-creedal, free church 
Baptist tradition which has always valued particular religious commitments while 
insisting not only on the freedom of the individual to believe as he or she sees fit but also 
on respect for a diversity of religious perspectives...".  Furman University is part of the 
Duke Endowment which from 1924-2007, has given Furman $110 million. 
          
A 40-acre lake is at the center of the 750-acre, wooded campus. Many academic 
buildings and student residences stand around the lake, including the Bell Tower.  The 
Bell Tower figures highly in school insignias and is 
a replica of the tower that once existed on the men's 
campus in downtown Greenville.  Today, the 
campus is anchored by its newly expanded 
128,000-square foot James B. Duke Library.  
Informally known as "The Country Club of the 
South," Furman was named one of the 362 most 
beautiful places in America by the American 
Society of Landscape Architects. 
                  James Buchanan Duke Library 
The college’s mission statement has shown Furman emerging as a national leader among 
liberal arts colleges by giving students the chance to learn by doing through independent 
study, research projects with professors, study abroad, community service and internships 
around the nation and the world.  Furman is a leader among liberal arts colleges in the 
percentage of students who engage in undergraduate research during the summer; the 
university supports student research and internships both on and off-campus, including 
overseas opportunities.  One of Furman's major strategic goals is its commitment to 
sustainability made evident in the University's curriculum, construction projects, and 
promotion of community awareness of sustainability. 



 
  
Outside of class, students can grow through programs at the on-campus Shucker 
Leadership Institute.  Through a series of stages ~ Explore, Engage, and Emerge ~ 

Furman students learn how to be effective 
community leaders.  Eventually, Shucker Fellows 
put their leadership skills to work by serving on a 
local nonprofit organization’s board of directors and 
can take a five-day Outward Bound trip through the 
surrounding wilderness. 
 
 
 
Townes Science Center     

  
For admission to Furman, taking challenging courses is important, but performance in 
those courses plays an equal role in admissions decisions.  The middle 50% of the 
entering freshman last year had unweighted average GPA of 3.68.  Last year's freshmen 
class had a mid 50 percent range of 1200-1380 on the SAT (Critical Reading and Math 
sections only) and 25-31 on the ACT.  Fifty-nine percent were ranked in the top ten 
percent of their graduating class. With 2,634 undergraduates and 417 graduate students, 
students come from 46 states and 47 countries.  Furman has produced six Rhodes 
scholars and 17 Truman scholars.  Students who applied to Furman also applied to 
Clemson, Davidson, Duke, University of South 
Carolina, Vanderbilt, and Wake Forest.  The 
comprehensive cost of attendance for the 2011-
2012 school year is $39,200 with 42% of students 
receiving financial aid.  Students are required to live 
on campus, except senior year when they may 
participate in a lottery for a chance to live off 
campus.  Furman Housing and Residence Life 
delegates halls and lounges for its seven campus 
fraternities and equal number of sororities. 
                                   Furman Hall 
Alumni of note include John Broadus Watson, 1899, widely known as the “father of 
behavioral psychology;” Herman Lay, ‘30, founder of the Lay's Corporation (Frito Lay) 
and former CEO of PepsiCo; Thomas T. Goldsmith, ’31, physicist who helped pioneer 
the invention of color television, and inventor of the first video game; Charles Hard 
Townes, ’35, inventor of the laser and winner of the Nobel Peace Prize; Dick Riley, ’54, 
former Secretary of Education; Beth Daniel, ’78, professional golfer in the LPGA Tour; 
Amy Grant (attended), guitarist and Christian musician; Keith Lockhart,’81, conductor 
of the Boston Pops; Brad Faxon, ’83, professional golfer in the PGA Tour; Dottie 
Pepper, ’87, professional golfer in the LPGA Tour. 


