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Although ranked as one of the nation’s best colleges, 
Case Western Reserve University has long been a well-
kept secret.  In its list of “trendiest colleges,” The 
Huffington Post named Case Western Reserve its 
“Trendiest School that Flies Under the Academic 
Radar…But Shouldn’t.”  In U.S. News & World Report's 
2012 rankings, Case Western Reserve's undergraduate 
program ranked 38th among national universities. 
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Case Western Reserve University is a private institution that was founded in 1826.  With a total 
undergraduate enrollment of 4,227, its campus is urban and sprawls over 155 acres.  The 
university is located 20 minutes from downtown Cleveland, where students have free access to a 
handful of downtown museums, such as the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame and the Great Lakes 
Science Center.  It is known for its world class research, but with more than 150 student 
organizations, there are plenty of opportunities to get involved outside the classroom, too.  About 
three fourths of the students play intramural sports, and the Case Western Spartans varsity teams 
compete in the Division III University Athletic Association.  The Greek system, which stresses a 
commitment to on-campus and community service, involves 
about one third of students.  On campus, freshmen live in one 
of three themed residential communities.  All students are 
invited to the annual Spring Fest, a collection of music, 
carnival games, and activities that is the largest student-run 
event on campus. 
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Case Western Reserve University boasts a broad range of top-rated specialty graduate programs, 
including its medical school, dental school, law school, as 
well as its biomedical teaching and research capabilities.  
The university also has renowned offerings in biomedical 
engineering at the School of Engineering and non-profit 
management at the Weatherhead School of Management.  
In addition to its suburban campus, the school owns 
University Farm, a 389-acre plot of land about 10 miles 
from campus where students research and take courses in 
biology, ecology, and art.  

The Frank Gehry-designed Peter B. Lewis building  
is home to the Weatherhead School of Management. 
 
The total number of students enrolled in this year’s (2011-2012) freshman class is 902.  The 
middle 50th percentile of scores was as follows: SAT Critical Reading, 600-690; SAT Math, 650-
750; and SAT Writing, 590-690.  The ACT range was 28-32.  The average freshman retention 
rate, an indicator of student satisfaction, is 91.5 percent.  Tuition and fees for 2011-12 are 



$39,120, with room and board being an additional $12,928, but almost 2/3 of the student body 
receives need-based financial aid. 
 
Case has implemented the Seminar Approach to 
General Education and Scholarship Program 
(SAGES), courses that are small in size and taught by 
faculty who will be the student’s advisor freshman 
year.   According to Barron’s Guide to the Most 
Competitive Colleges, these First Seminars “promote 
student discussion allowing peer interaction and 
letting students express their ideas and experiences.”  
Through these seminars, students can concentrate on 
areas of study that interest them.     
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The most popular majors at Case Western Reserve University include: Bioengineering and 
Biomedical Engineering; Psychology, General; Biology/Biological Sciences, General; Business 
Administration and Management, General; and Registered Nursing/Registered Nurse. 
 
Case Western Reserve has had 15 Nobel laureate recipients.  Other notable alumni include U.S. 
President Rutherford B. Hayes and President James A. Garfield; Fred Gray, Civil Rights 
Attorney to Martin Luther King, Jr. and Rosa Parks; Don Shula, former coach of the Miami 
Dolphins; Peter Tippett, developer of the first anti-virus software, "Vaccine" (later sold and 
renamed Norton AntiVirus); Andrew Vachss, author best known for his Burke mystery novels; 
and Craig Newmark, creator and namesake of the Website Craigslist.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Severance Hall, the on-campus home of the Cleveland Orchestra 

 
 
 
 
 


