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Bennington College is a very small private institution 
that was founded in 1925 in the Green Mountains of 
southwestern Vermont near the border with New York 
and Massachusetts.  Albany, the nearest city, is about 
an hour away by car.  The 440-acre campus was formed 
out of donated farmland, and rural touches are visible 
everywhere on this pastoral campus.  Liberal educators 

spent almost a decade thinking up Bennington before the college opened its doors to an all-
female class of eighty-seven in 1932.  Starting in 1935, men were allowed admission to the 
theater program and, in 1969, after a serious expansion, the school went co-ed.  In the 1990s, 
President Elizabeth Coleman implemented controversial changes on behalf of the Board of 
Trustees that included eliminating tenure for professors, after which numerous faculty members 
were let go. 
 
From the beginning, Bennington aimed to be different; unlike any other school at the time; it 
offered a Visual Arts major, and it encouraged its students to be active, engaged participants in 
their own educations to an almost unprecedented degree.  Bennington’s academic structure 
requires that students take increasing responsibility for their own education, their own work, and 
their own lives.  The self-direction of the planning process, the connection to the world through 
the winter internship term, and the ongoing attention of faculty advisors combine to provide 
students with internal sources that shape a Bennington education.  Students’ imagination, 
intellect, and discoveries are cultivated and increasingly 
govern their educational life at Bennington. 

The Plan Process is the structure Bennington students use 
to design and evaluate their education. In a series of 
essays and meetings with the faculty throughout their 
years at Bennington, students learn to articulate what 
they want to study and how they intend to study it. They 
identify not only the classes they wish to take, but how 
those classes relate to each other and the rest of their 
Bennington experience: Field Work Term, tutorials, 
projects beyond the classroom, etc.               Crossett Library 

The Field Work Term (FWT), Bennington’s version of a co-op program, allows students to 
participate in a seven-week, off-campus winter term each academic year.  During their four 
FWTs, students take their interests to the world beyond Bennington, where they pursue jobs and 
internships in areas that complement their studies—in fields ranging from publishing to politics, 
from museums to teaching, from medical research to social work.  By the end of their time at 
Bennington, students have acquired a body of work experiences, a significant set of references, a 
network of professional contacts, and most important, the confidence that they can make their 



way in the world.  In effect, each Bennington student graduates with a résumé as well as a 
diploma. 
 
The admission office believes that, “Applicants to Bennington have a strong academic history, a 
record of self-motivation, independent and creative thought, and a desire to direct the course of 
their own program of study. Bennington looks carefully at applicant essays, teacher 
recommendations, school performance, supplementary materials, and interviews.”  In addition, 
though submission of test scores is optional, the mid-50% of those who do submit have SAT 
Critical Reading scores ranging from 580-700, Math scores ranging from 540-630 and Writing 
scores of 580-690.  The ACT range is 25-29.  Sixty-nine percent of admitted students are in the 

top quarter of their high school graduating class.  
Bennington uses the Common Application.  Many 
applicants who apply to Bennington also apply to 
Hampshire, Bard, Skidmore, University of VT, Brown 
and Sarah Lawrence.  Of the 668 enrolled undergrads, 
two-thirds are female and nearly all hail from outside 
Vermont.  The graduate population totals 143. 
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Interviews are strongly recommended for all students interested in Bennington College.  The 
Admissions Committee often requests interviews with applicants, even if they have previously 
interviewed.  Interviews may be conducted on campus, around the country, or over the phone.  In 
addition, they require a sample of graded analytical writing from an academic class.  Your paper 
should be an original analysis, including a thesis or argument and secondary sources when 
appropriate. 
 
Students are guaranteed a place all four years in one of the college's co-ed houses.  There are no 
triples, suites, or on-campus apartments; 60% of the available rooms are singles and the rest are 
doubles.  Only 1% of the undergrad population opts out of this system.  The colleges were built 
in varying styles, ranging from Colonial to hyper-modern and, appropriately, are supposed to 
have different personalities. They are each responsible for hosting certain traditional annual 
parties. 
 

             
 

Student Housing Options 



Tuition, room, board, health service charges and activities fees total $54,960 for the 2011-2012 
academic year.  The most recent financial aid figures show that 77% of students receive aid and 
the average freshman award is $27,603 from institutional, federal, state, and private sources.  
Awards for U.S. freshmen with financial need also include $3,500 to $5,500 in subsidized and 
unsubsidized student loans, and a Federal Work-Study allocation of approximately $2,000. 

The 2011 Fiske Guide to Colleges touts Literature, Writing, Visual Arts, Drama, Music, Dance 
and Sciences as Bennington’s strongest programs.  Unigo.com explained that when Martha 
Graham was a faculty member there, she helped create what’s now known as Modern Dance. 
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Alumni of note include Carol Channing, ’42, 
Broadway and film actress; Harvey Lichtenstein,’53, 
chair, Brooklyn Academy of Music (BAM) Local 
Development Corporation; former executive director 
and president emeritus of the Board of Trustees, 
Brooklyn Academy of Music; Alan Arkin, ’55, actor, 
director, composer, author; Patricia Cronin Adams, 
’64, former president, New England Pediatric Society; 

Kathy Halbreich, ’71, associate director, The Museum of Modern Art (New York); Deborah 
Borda, ’71, president and CEO, the Los Angeles Philharmonic, former president and CEO of the 
New York Philharmonic; Tim Daly, ’79, actor; Jennifer Mieres, ’82, director, nuclear 
cardiology; associate professor, New York University School of Medicine; and  Justin Theroux, 
’93, actor.  

     
 
 


