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Lewis & Clark College was chartered as the Albany Collegiate Institute 
in 1867 by Willamette Valley Presbyterian pioneers, originally 60 
miles south of the present-day campus, and relocated to Portland in 
1938. With antecedents dating to 1858, Lewis & Clark is one of four 
colleges in Oregon (along with Willamette University, Pacific 
University, and Linfield College) with foundations that predate 
Oregon's statehood. The College has been coeducational since the first 
class, which graduated in 1873.  In 1942 the school adopted the name 
Lewis & Clark College after the Lewis and Clark Expedition. 
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Today Lewis & Clark is a small, private liberal arts college located approximately six miles from 
downtown Portland, Oregon. Undergraduates number 1,977 with 1,546 more graduate students.  
Due in large part to the college's natural environment, Lewis & Clark’s 137-acre forested campus 
sitting atop Palatine Hill was recently named one of America's top ten "Most Beautiful 
Campuses" by the Princeton Review. 
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The three schools of the college include the College of Arts 
and Sciences, the Law School, and the Graduate School of 
Education and Counseling.  The Pacific Northwest abounds in 
natural wonders worthy of protection so it is no surprise that 
the law school is currently ranked first in the nation in 
environmental and natural resources law.  Additionally, it is 
nationally recognized as a leader in public interest law, animal 
law, and criminal law.  Reuters recently listed Lewis & Clark 
as one of the 10 best universities in the United States for 

studying Clean Technology.  Sustainability is another focal issue for many students, and it is 
important to note that currently, wind power provides 30% of the college's total electricity. 
   
SAT score ranges for the middle 50% of class are 1800-2030 for all three tests and 26-30 for the 
ACT, with the average GPA being a B+/A.  Seventy-six percent of applicants are in the top 
quarter of their graduating class.  The Fiske Guide to Colleges 2011 states that, “Lewis & Clark 
offers a Portfolio Path to admission, where students present a package representing their talents 
and interests in lieu of standardized test scores.”  Oregon students make up 20% of the college’s 
population, while 72% are from out of state and 8% round out the international students.  The 
college’s strongest programs include Psychology, International Affairs, Foreign Languages, 
Biological and Environmental Sciences, Sociology and Anthropology.  Lewis & Clark crosses 
applications with Occidental College, University of California at Santa Cruz, Stanford 
University, University of Puget Sound and Reed College.  According to Princeton Review’s The 



Best 373 Colleges, “Everyone here is politically active and open to new experiences and 
challenging assumptions, with a strong vein of idealism running throughout.  Students constantly 
engage in academic discussion and debate outside of the classroom, but this is more for 
rhetoric’s sake, as there is an absence of unhealthy competitive attitudes.” 
 

 
Howard Hall, intended to serve as a "town square" for the College 
community, consists of 50,000 square feet of academic space and sets a 
new standard for energy efficiency and adaptability in the College’s use 
of "green" architectural materials to minimize the building’s ecological 
impact.  

 
Tuition, room and board cost an average this year of $42,546 with fees, books and supplies 
additional.  Approximately 70 percent of Lewis & Clark students receive some kind of financial 
assistance.  The average financial aid package range is $2,000 to $43,020.  Merit scholarships 
average $10,371. 

Princeton Review comments that, most students take advantage of “hikes on the Oregon coast, 
kayaking, snowshoeing or rafting.”  Activities are plentiful with the college sponsoring many 
seminars and lectures, student organized trips and, because there is no Greek life, parties are 
open to all students.  Lewis & Clark is an NCAA Division III school, with more than 40% of 
student participants in sport activities and intramurals. 

 Notable alumni include Jeanne Holm, ‘56, first female Brigadier General in the United States 
Air Force and first female Major General in the United States 
armed forces; Pete Ward, ‘62, Major League Baseball player; 
Earl Blumenauer, ‘70, JD, ‘76, US Representative; Markie Post, 
‘75, actress; Monica Lewinsky, ‘95, White House intern during 
the Clinton administration; Genevieve Gorder, ‘96, HGTV 
personality; and Myah Moore, ‘03, Miss Oregon USA 2003. 
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