
 
Rice University – Houston, Texas 
 
Nestled in the heart of Houston, Rice University is consistently ranked one of America's 
best teaching and research universities in the country. The predominant architecture of 
the university is Spanish Mediterranean with hedges delineating its 300-acre wooded 
campus from the city. The 2009 Fiske Guide to Colleges states that, “It is the dominant 
university of the southwest and second only to Duke in the entire south.” 
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David W. Leebron, President of Rice University, has asserted that, “We want our 
students to have more than academic knowledge. We want them to be educated in the 
richest, deepest, widest sense of that word. We want them to take what they learn in the 
laboratory and the classroom, contextualize that knowledge, come to a greater 
understanding of what they have studied, grow personally and professionally, and 
through their education make a contribution to the world in which they live.” 

In these difficult economic times, some good news is that the tuition ($31,430 for 2009-
2010) charged by the university is substantially less than comparable elite private 
schools. According to Fiske, “With its top-notch programs in the liberal arts and sciences 
and huge endowment (used to keep tuition low), Rice University is one of the best buys 
around.” As found on Rice’s website, for families whose income is $80,000 or less, the 
university will meet 100% of need eligibility without student loans. For families whose 
income is above $80,000 who demonstrate need eligibility, they will meet 100% of need 
and your student loans will not exceed $10,000 total over your four years here. 

Well known for their science and engineering programs, competition for their premed 
and engineering programs is particularly intense. Rice and the Baylor College of 
Medicine work closely together to offer a small number of students admission to the 
eight-year combined undergraduate and doctoral program. Upon graduation from Rice, 
these students will have earned an automatic acceptance to Baylor’s Medical College. 
Architecture is also “one the finest undergraduate programs in the nation” argues Fiske, 
“and the space physics program works closely with NASA.”  
 



Barron’s Guide to the Most Competitive Colleges sums up the student experience at Rice 
by saying, “What students come to appreciate most during their years at Rice is the 
culture of personal responsibility and self-determination that pervades the campus…Rice 
students leave campus as some of the happiest and most self-aware, confident and 
capable college graduates in the country. 
 
According to Rice’s website, the most recent available statistics show that of the 8,968 
students who applied, approximately 25% were admitted for the 742 openings in the 
freshman class. Approximately one-half of students ranking in the top 5% of their high 
school class were admitted.  Though Rice was founded to serve the residents of Texas, 
today 47% of the freshman class is comprised of out-of-state students. Eight students 
were accepted from the waitlist. The mid-50% of SAT scores range from 650-750 in 
Critical Reading, 660-780 in Math and 650-750 in Writing. The ACT mid-50 % range is 
31-33. Barron’s maintains that “Rice seeks to admit students who are intellectually 
prepared for and eager to participate in the Rice community. Although grades and test 
scores can be helpful in determining a student’s likelihood of success, other factors that 
illustrate a student’s motivation, such as course selection, teacher recommendations, and 
extracurricular involvement, are equally important. In fact, in its attempts to compile a 
diverse but symbiotic class, the Admission Committee may forego a technically superior 
candidate in favor of another qualified individual with the capacity to make a unique 
impact on campus life.” To learn more about Rice, visit www.rice.edu.  
  
Prominent alumni include Bill Archer, ’46 Congressman since 1971, Chairman of House 
Ways and Means Committee; Robert Wilson, ’57 Nobel Laureate in Physics; Garrett 
Boone, ’66 CEO and founder of the Container Store; Larry McMurtry, ’60 author of 
more than twenty books, including Lonesome Dove (1987 Pulitzer Prize), Terms of 
Endearment and The Last Picture Show; and Lance Berkman, ’98 Major League Baseball 
Player, Houston Astros, 2001 National League All-Star Team. 
 
 


