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Lawrence University was originally founded in 1847 to educate German immigrants and 
Native Americans.  It has become an internationally renowned college of liberal arts and 
sciences that combines a conservatory of music, home to about 25% of the student body, 
with both devoted exclusively to undergraduate education.  It is the second coeducational 
college established in the United States, and one of only two small colleges in the country 
that combines a top-notch music conservatory with a liberal arts education; the other is 
Oberlin.  Lawrence University overlooks the Fox River and is comprised of an 84 acre 
main campus as well as a 425-acre campus on Lake Michigan, hosting retreats and 
seminars.  The central campus is located two hours from Milwaukee, four from Chicago, 
and is only a half hour drive from Green Bay. 
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With a total of fewer than 1,500 students, last year Lawrence had approximately 2,515 
applicants, of which 1,749 were admitted.  Students who apply to Lawrence also look at 
Beloit College, Carleton University, Grinnell College, Macalaster College, Northwestern 
University, Oberlin College and University of Wisconsin-Madison.  According to their 
website, though Lawrence University does not require standardized test scores for 
admission review, most freshmen who submit their results with applications had the 
following scores and an average GPA of 3.62:  

27 – 31 ACT composite (Middle 50%) 
600 – 720 SAT Reading (Middle 50%) 
590 – 700 SAT Math (Middle 50%) 
590 – 690 SAT Writing (Middle 50%) 

 
The university is on a trimester (three 10-week terms), with the focal point of a Lawrence 
education being the two-term Freshmen Studies course.  This was established over fifty 
years ago and introduces students to the fundamental character of liberal learning, 
focusing on great global works of art, music and literature.  Students grapple with such 



questions as, “Why am I here? What things are worth knowing?”  Lawrence University’s 
most popular majors include Art, Biology, Business, Economics, Education, English, 
Environmental Studies, History, Math, Music Education, Music Performance and 
Psychology. 
 
In the book Colleges That Change Lives by the late Loren Pope, the critical difference 
between Lawrence and any of the Ivies in New England is described as, “Lawrence is a 
growth hormone that raises kids’ trajectories and instills the power to soar.  The Ivies 
take in fast-track kids and turn out fast-track graduates who are not much changed.”  The 
Admission Office seeks students who are “intellectual, imaginative and innovative.  
Lawrence believes college should not be a one-size-fits-all experience, and that you’ll 
learn best when you’re educated as a unique individual.”  Princeton Review’s The Best 
371 Best Colleges states that the Lawrence University experience is defined by “intense 
academics, extreme involvement in extracurricular activities, and a near-obsession with 
music.”  
 
Total expenses for the current school year, including room and board, fees, and an 
estimate of books and supplies are $43,299.  93% of the student body receives need 
and/or merit based aid, with an average financial aid package of $26,100. 
 
Prominent alumni include David Mulford ’59, former U.S. Ambassador to India; Michael 
Lepawsky '59, the former medical director of the hyperbaric unit at Vancouver General 
Hospital in British Columbia. He helped develop a state-of-the-art hyperbaric chamber 
for patients needing hyperbaric oxygen therapy, setting the benchmark for hyperbaric 
medicine in North America; Thomas Steitz ‘62, the Eugene Higgins Professor of 
Molecular Biophysics and Biochemistry at Yale University; Dale Duesing ’67, 
recognized as one of the leading baritones on the international music scene, having 
scored musical triumphs at major opera houses throughout the world; Andrew Binns ‘71, 
a professor of biology at the University of Pennsylvania and one of the original recipients 
of the National Science Foundation's prestigious Presidential Young Investigator Award; 
and Terry Moran ’82, ABC Nightly News Anchor. 
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