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Located on 50 acres 35 miles east of downtown Los Angeles, Claremont McKenna College 
(CMC) is a highly selective, undergraduate liberal arts college of almost 1200 students.  This 
institute believes that “with a curricular emphasis on economics, government, and public affairs, 
the school is able to combine the intellectual breadth of the liberal arts with the more pragmatic 
concerns of public affairs, and help students acquire the vision, skills, and values they will need 
to lead society.” The college's mission statement affirms that it seeks to "educate its students for 
thoughtful and productive lives and responsible leadership in business, government, and the 
professions, and to support faculty and student scholarship that contribute to intellectual vitality 
and the understanding of public policy issues."   
 
Originally established in 1946 as Claremont Men's College, CMC became coeducational in 
1976, after which the name was changed to Claremont McKenna College.  It is a member of The 
Claremont Colleges, a consortium of five undergraduate colleges and two graduate schools, 
based on the Oxford/Cambridge model.  These institutions represent the only planned 
consortium in the United States offering students diverse opportunities and resources typically 
only found at much larger universities.  Within CMC 11 cutting-edge research institutes can be 
found, including The Keck Center for International and Strategic Studies, presenting students 
and faculty with the unique opportunity to merge research, teaching and learning.   
 
In 2007, the college received a $200 million gift to establish the Robert Day School of 
Economics and Finance.  At the time this was the largest recorded gift to a liberal arts institution, 
the largest gift in the field of finance and economics, and among the top 20 largest gifts ever 
given to a college or university.  The college is known for highly motivated students interested in 
business leadership and public affairs.  The major fields of study include government, political 
science, economics, international relations, psychology, history, literature, philosophy. 
 
With a median combined SAT Reasoning Score (Critical Reading and Math) of 1410, 85 percent 
of freshmen graduate in the top tenth of their high school class.  According to Princeton Review, 
“very important factors considered include rigor of secondary school record, standardized test 



scores and extracurricular activities.”  Accepted students are often chosen based on their 
leadership activities in high school and are then “trained to think analytically and to present their 
ideas both orally and in written form,” so they are prepared for the work world, professes 
Barron’s Guide to the Most Competitive Colleges.  For the Class of 2014, there were 4,264 
applicants of which 732 students were admitted.  Sixty-four percent of its student body is out-of-
state, 36% Californians and 16% international students. 
 
On-campus interviews for Juniors in high school are available beginning in May, and alumni 
interviews for freshmen entering in the fall are available in September.  Students applying to 
Claremont McKenna tended to most often also apply to Stanford, UCLA, UC-Berkeley, Pomona, 
University of Southern CA and Georgetown. 
 
Tuition, room and fees for 2010-2011 will be $47,055 plus meals.  During the 2008-2009 school 
year 51% of students received financial aid with an average package of $37,450.  CMC 
guarantees to meet the demonstrated need of accepted students. 
 
Notable alumni include Michael S. Jeffries, '66, Chairman & CEO of Abercrombie & Fitch Co.; 
Robin Williams, actor and comedian (attended four years); Paul Brickman, '71, screenwriter, 
producer, and filmmaker; directed and wrote the screenplay for Risky Business; [Muhammad Al-
Sabah Al-Salem Al-Sabah, '78, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs of 
Kuwait; Jonathan Rosenberg, '83, Google Senior Vice President of Product Management and 
Marketing; Mason Gordon, '97, Inventor of SlamBall; and Steve Grove, '00, political director to 
YouTube. 
 

       
Honnold-Mudd Library is one of the resources  
shared by the Claremont College Consortium 


