What’s Inside

At the White House
Saheela Ibraheem ’11 looks back at President Barack Obama and First Lady Michelle
Obama in the Green Room as she prepares to enter the East Room of the White House
to introduce them prior to a reception in recognition of African American History
Month in February.
After introducing the Obamas, Saheela, recently recognized as one of the “World’s 50
Smartest Teenagers,” was praised by Mr. Obama in his remarks:
“There are lots of teenagers in the world and to be named one of the 50 smartest…
that’s pretty smart,” Mr. Obama said. “She’s like the State Department and the National
Institute of Health all rolled up into one. Young people like this inspire our future.”
A video of President Obama speaking about Saheela is available on YouTube. To find
the video, type Saheela Ibraheem into the search field. Saheela graduated from Harvard
College in May with a degree in Neurobiology.

On the Cover:
This edition focuses on Alumni in the Sciences. John Hakala ’07 sits in front of the Low Energy Ion Ring (LEIR), which provides lead
ions to the Large Hadron Collider when the LHC is running heavy-ion experiments. Profiles of John and some of the many W-H
alumni working in the sciences appear on pages 6-11.
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Andrew Webster, Head of School

Dear Wardlaw-Hartridge Community,
We are living in revolutionary times in the sciences, especially the life sciences, and Wardlaw-Hartridge, like so many other
schools, continues to examine how and what we teach within the fields of science. The acronyms STEM and STEAM have
become buzzwords of the day. This edition of Oak and Ivy focuses on alumni/ae who are engaged in scientific pursuits.
For much of their history, independent schools were more famous for producing lawyers, writers, businessmen, diplomats,
financiers, and teachers than they were for engineers, computer scientists, or doctors. But times have changed. When our
students investigate their college options, they hear at length about internship opportunities, double and triple majors, and other
programs focused on career development more than on broad-ranging intellectual exploration. This is not entirely a good thing.
In a recent article in The Washington Post, the columnist Fareed Zakaria laments the shift toward the teaching of specific,
technical skills. He asserts that the greatness of the United States and its dynamic economy has been creativity, critical thinking,
and confidence much more than its reliance on training workers for specific jobs and fields. He goes so far as to entitle his article
“Why America’s obsession with STEM education is dangerous.”
So where does Wardlaw-Hartridge stand on this issue? We believe that introducing students to the traditional subjects of
biology, chemistry and physics remains important, but that the project-based approach that characterizes our STEM electives in
engineering and biomedical science is also useful in inspiring a passion for science. We also believe that the value of the STEM
approach lies not in training for specific skills but in the general skills of critical thinking, creativity, collaboration and
communication that are embedded in the design process.
I expect that over the next several years even the traditional introductory courses will come to be dominated by this approach.
We will see a steady evolution in what we teach and how we teach it in our science classes. Zakaria presents a dichotomy
between STEM and the classic liberal arts education. He may be accurate regarding STEM programs elsewhere, but we do not
accept that dichotomy at Wardlaw-Hartridge. We want our students to be scientifically literate and to have a broad-based liberal
arts education. We need scientific innovators, but we also need people who can address the societal and ethical issues that such
innovation can present. We need people who can figure out how to use scientific innovations to enrich the lives of people. We
want Wardlaw-Hartridge alumni/ae to be well-prepared to lead in these fields for the betterment of our world.
Best regards,
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I began my teaching career in September of 1974 at what was then the all-boys Wardlaw County Day School. These were the
days of mimeograph machines, chalk boards and sit down family style lunches. Prentice Horne was Headmaster and the boys
were required to wear jackets and ties. Bob Vietor, a longtime teacher and coach at the school, made sure the boys wore their
jackets rather than carry them while walking in the hallways.
Forty-one years later, the school has evolved in many ways. In the mid 1970s the Wardlaw Country Day School merged with
the Hartridge School and girls were now a part of my classroom. The girls seemed to have a calming effect on the more
rambunctious boys so the merger was a welcome event for me. I’m not sure some of the Hartridge teachers were as pleased as I
was. With the advent of the merger, Elaine Bart became Head of the Science Department. It was my privilege to work with her
over the years. Sadly, when she passed away in the late 1980s, I became Head of the Science Department.
I was hired to teach Biology and that had always been my primary focus but there were some years of teaching middle school
science and German. Coaching tennis (boys’ varsity and JV, middle school girls) taught me the importance of athletics in
developing healthy, well-rounded students. One of the most rewarding experiences for me has been the opportunity to be an
advisor for over 20 years with the Peer Leadership Program. It is gratifying to see young men and women develop leadership
skills as they give back to their school.
There have been a lot of changes over the years. Whiteboards have replaced blackboards. Computers and technology have
radically changed the way teaching is done. My classroom has been redesigned twice. Sit-down lunches have become cafeteria
lunches. Old cracked tennis courts have been replaced and modernized. Artificial turf soccer fields have replaced grass fields.
Although there have been many changes over the years, what I cherish most is what has not changed. The relationships forged
with students is what makes teaching special. The school’s primary mission is to prepare students for college. When students
come back from college and brag about how well W-H prepared them, I feel I have made a difference in someone’s life.
When a former student who is now a doctor or dentist returns and says “Thank You,” that makes teaching more than just a
job. Recently a former student talked to me about attending a summer program and doing homework until the wee hours of the
morning when there was no grade involved. Why did they work so hard when no grade was involved? It was a passion to learn
for the sake of learning. Moments like that make me proud to teach at W-H.
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Dear Wardlaw-Hartridge Community,

Best regards,
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By Maggie Granados, Dean of Studies
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optimum size, shape, and
material for creating windmill
blades. Then they test their
W-H senior John Pohopin ’15 works on his
designs. Some designs work,
bamboo bicycle in an Upper School STEM
some do not. What is
elective course.
universal? The excitement, as
the first graders acknowledge each other’s
The Wardlaw-Hartridge School
successes and learn together the
boasts bright, well-appointed STEM
important lesson that an engineer’s work
(Science, Technology, Engineering,
Math) labs that hum with the activity of must include an “improve” step, the
chance to revisit their design and to try
its Lower, Middle and Upper School
once more.
students every day. These spaces
Indeed, one of the greatest benefits of
underscore Wardlaw-Hartridge’s vision
STEM studies is that, throughout
of and commitment to STEM teaching,
Wardlaw-Hartridge, students are guided
and they reinforce the entire teaching
by their teachers to hone their scientific
community’s charge to cultivate the
instincts, develop mastery of important
ingenuity, problem solving, scientific
analysis, and deep, integrated thinking of skills and concepts, all while igniting
their curiosity and empowering
its students through the teaching and
themselves as learners. The Upper
learning in those labs and well beyond
School Engineering Bicycles class, taught
them.
by Christine Cerminaro and Barbara
______________________________
Drake, challenges students to extend the
“In my opinion, the most lasting
skills developed in Lower and Middle
lesson that students take away is to
School. This helps them prepare for a
view ineffective models as
future where resilience is key and
opportunities to acquire a deeper
translating ideas into reality is essential.
understanding of the problem and
In Upper School classes like Cerminaro
redesign a product to meet the
and Drake’s, students deftly identify
challenge. In other words, these
needs and test them, generate ideas and
seventh graders learn to look at
create quick prototypes to get feedback.
failures as an opportunity to grow!” Through the use of traditional
Noreen Jafri, woodworking tools alongside digital
MS Science and Math Teacher fabrication equipment such as the 3-D
______________________________
printer, students bring their own math,
science and engineering ideas to
In Lower School, one of the goals of
fruition.
STEM study is to help young students
Bob Gould, Science Department
recognize their own power and ability to
Chair, reports that in his AP Biology
engineer solutions for themselves based
class there are several labs throughout
on scientific observation and data
the year where students themselves
recording. This student-centered
design their own experiments and then
approach is a recurring STEM principle
test them. Down the hall, in Don
in all three divisions. Eager first graders
Kluizenaar’s physics lab, a study on
work through each step of the design
important physics principles is often
thinking process (see sidebar) as they
launched simply with a question: “How
develop a functioning windmill. After
is the period of the pendulum related to
preliminary experimentation with
the length?” Students are then off to the
various materials that catch the wind,
races, often designing the investigation
students work together to consider the

procedure themselves. “If that can’t be
done,” said Kluizenaar, “they are at least
making important decisions about what
values to investigate.”
Gould and Kluizenaar’s future
students will be even more well-versed in
these practices of STEM engineering and
design thinking, thanks to the work of
their Middle and Lower School
colleagues. During a unit inspired by
Boston’s Museum of Science and Tufts
University called “Stranded” Noreen
Jafri’s seventh grade math students
followed the engineering design process
as they faced the imaginary situation of
being marooned on an island. Through
hands-on investigations, students applied
their discoveries to solve several design
challenges, such as creating a water
container with the most volume from an
irregularly shaped piece of metal. Three
years into Middle School STEM
teaching, Jafri was unsure at first, but
quickly saw its benefits.
“The first year I implemented STEM
I was uncertain whether dedicating a
large amount of time to investigation
work in our math classroom would be
an improvement. However, the
excitement, engagement and deeper
appreciation for math applications were
apparent as I watched math students
collaborate and communicate to solve
problems,” Jafri said.
Now Jafri works to embed those
principles of student discovery and
design thinking throughout her
curriculum. Noah Kalter, fifth grade
math and science teacher at WardlawHartridge, agrees with Jafri on the
benefits of the time and effort invested
in STEM teaching: “Listening to
students discuss their ideas and watching
them test, evaluate and modify their
designs is a reflection of their active
engagement and deep thinking.”
A great deal of effort and care by the
master teachers at Wardlaw-Hartridge is
necessary to make the STEM experience

at Wardlaw-Hartridge

The Design Thinking Process
at The Wardlaw-Hartridge School

Ivy

Mrs. Kathleen Merklinger works with young students in the new Lower School STEM lab.

a period of time. Calculating and
comparing cost of materials used in
creating the package firmly connected
math to the process, and awareness
about packing materials also promoted
considerations regarding environmental
sustainability - not your “typical” fourth
grade science unit, but one filled with
important scientific concepts, technology
use and math skills. And, as students
worked in this way, they were
delightfully alert, productive, and
inspired. As Merklinger reflected after
the experience, “What could be more
gratifying than to hear a fourth grader
say that she wants to be a packaging
engineer when she grows up?”

and

compose meaningful line graphs to help
document their findings. Similar
coordination points between math and
science teachers as well as with the
technology integrators in all three
divisions are essential for success.
Certainly, this STEM approach is more
labor intensive for teachers, but the
results are unequivocally rewarding for
them, and, most importantly, impactful
for their students.
Lower School science teacher Kathy
Merklinger said, “Working not that long
ago with a group of students in Lower
School who participated in a
geotechnical engineering unit last year, I
was so impressed with what they recalled
from their explorations. It is evident to
me that they have internalized the design
process and that they are improving in
their ability to apply that knowledge in
analyzing and solving problems.”
All of this student-led inquiry results
in strong science, math and technology
skill mastery and high interest among
W-H students in STEM disciplines. For
example, recently fourth graders
explored package engineering by learning
how to consider the needs of the product
and the corresponding functions of its
package. After studying plants, the
students worked in teams to design a
package that would keep a plant alive for
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a rewarding one for every student.
STEM activities are far more materialand equipment-intensive compared to
more traditional science study. Says
Kalter with a smile, “Crafting activities
that blend together science, technology,
engineering, and math requires a great
deal of research, creativity and deep
thinking from me!”
Teachers must be able to anticipate
and support likely student prototyping
and subsequent revisions throughout
their research and investigations. As
sixth graders imagine themselves in the
exciting scenario of making an Everest
trek, the task set before them is to design
an affordable insulated coat.
“I not only needed to procure four
specific types of fabrics, have digital
thermometers at the ready and
determine the best way for the students
to work with ice, but I also needed to
communicate and sync with the sixth
grade math teacher,” Middle School
science teacher Andrea Barnett said. “I
needed my students to be comfortable
graphing their data and wanted to make
sure that there was uniformity in the
way I presented the skill with how the
students would see it or have seen it in
math.”
That coordination paid off, reports
Barnett, for students were able to deftly

The design thinking process
incorporates the distinct steps and
mirrors the original design thinking
process as outlined by Stanford
University, the thought leader in
design thinking. Throughout W-H
the terminology of the process is
adapted to student-friendly language
so that understanding across the
community comes quickly. This
process of critical thought is circular,
as there is not always a defined end
to the steps or process – students
come to learn that some STEM
outcomes only require some of the
steps, while others require multiple
iterations of the process to develop a
viable solution.
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Dr. Robert Gregory Stout, MD, a 1975 graduate of the Wardlaw Country Day School, is
indeed modest for a man who currently serves as Medical Director for Information Technology at
Yale-New Haven Health Network, Associate Medical Director, Perioperative Services at Yale-New
Haven Hospital, Associate Chief, Section of General (Adult) Anesthesia at Yale University School
of Medicine Yale-New Haven Hospital, Attending Anesthesiologist at Yale-New Haven Hospital,
Dr. Robert Stout ’75, MD
New Haven, and Assistant Professor of Anesthesiology at Yale University School of Medicine.
“Anesthesiologists are, for the most part, ‘behind the scenes’ kind of people,” Dr. Stout said.
“We don’t tend to want to stand in the spotlight or take credit for a ‘save’ or unexpected, unanticipated good patient outcome.
On the other hand, I think my greatest professional achievement is the ability to actually and literally save patients’ lives...To have
had the opportunity to do this once is a blessing. To be in a position to do this many times throughout my career is a true
privilege.”
For Dr. Stout, the thing that comes a close second to saving lives at Yale-New Haven Hospital is to be able to be part of a team
that delivers care to children (as well as adults) in Third World countries who would not otherwise receive such care.
“Seeing a 10-year-old with severe burn contractures be able to use her arm normally for the first time in her memory is
amazing,” Dr. Stout said. “Seeing the look on a mother’s face when she holds her 2-year-old son after repair of a severe cleft
palate and lip can sometimes bring a tear to my eye as well as mom’s. I guess you’d have to call these things my “greatest
professional achievements.”
His ongoing volunteer/medical mission work includes trips to underserved areas in Honduras, Thailand and Vietnam, where
he works with surgical and nursing teams, providing anesthesia and perioperative care for children and adults needing cleft lip
and palate repair as well as reconstructive plastic surgery for congenital conditions, burns and other wounds.
Dr. Stout’s resumé includes 24 national lectures and presentations, 27 abstracts accepted for national or international meetings,
11 original articles published in peer reviewed journals and one book chapter.
Yet somehow this highly accomplished anesthesiologist, who earned a bachelor’s degree from Middlebury College and his M.D.
degree from Wake Forest University Bowman Gray School of Medicine, remains humble. He would rather discuss his family and
their accomplishment than his own.
Dr. Stout’s wife, Susan Miranda Cayer graduated from the Hartridge School in 1975. Her mother, Elizabeth Cayer, was a
headmistress at Hartridge, associate head at the merged W-H School and is an Emeritus Trustee. Susan Cayer earned a BA in
comparative literature from Princeton University and a law degree from Harvard Law School. Dr. Stout says that although she
had a successful career at a large Los Angeles-based law firm where she specialized in first amendment litigation, she decided to
“quit the rat race” and devote herself to her first love: the nonprofit arts world. She became the government and community
affairs coordinator for the LA County Music Center. After they were married, she became a consultant for the National
Endowment for the Arts for several years. Now she teaches classes and runs support groups for NAMI (National Alliance on
Mental Illness) and is a docent at the Yale Center for British Art.
“Needless to say, I am very proud of her!”
Dr. Stout said.
Dr. Stout is equally as proud of his children.
His daughter, Amanda, 21, is a junior at Smith
College and is interested in veterinary medicine.
His son, Zachary, 18, is a junior at the Dublin
School in New Hampshire, where he has
expressed an interest in a career in health
sciences. Dr. Stout also made a point to mention
Penny, the family’s 8-year-old yellow Labrador
retriever.
Dr. Stout enjoys geocaching, kayaking, tennis,
cycling, and hiking.
Bob Stout’s family, from left: son, Zachary, 18, daughter, Amanda, 21, and
wife, Susan Miranda Cayer Stout (Hartridge Class of 1975) pictured last
summer at Glacier National Park.

in the Sciences

By Linda O’Brien ’81 and Rudy Brandl ’83

Dr. Ken Ring ’77, MD
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Ken Ring ’77, chief of urology at Overlook Medical Center in Summit, believes that
individual events often have a long-term impact on a person’s life.
As a high school student, Ring decided that the public school environment wasn’t where he
belonged. So, he took it upon himself to call Prentice C. Horne, then-headmaster of The
Wardlaw-Hartridge School, to schedule an interview. Horne agreed to meet with Ring, and, by
the next fall, Ring was enrolled.
It was Prentice Horne who “guided” the Class of 1977 valedictorian to Williams College.
And, it was while a student at Williams that Ring started thinking seriously about a career in the
medical profession.
After graduating magna cum laude from Williams, where he was elected Phi Beta Kappa, he
continued his studies at the Mount Sinai School of Medicine in New York City, where he was
elected to the Alpha Omega Alpha Honor Medical Society and received the Lange Award for
Academic Excellence.
He didn’t think he would practice in the Central Jersey area, but a teaching affiliate
opportunity in the area kept this Menlo Park Terrace native close to home.
Dr. Ring, repeatedly named a “Top Doctor” by New Jersey Monthly and Inside Jersey
magazines, considers his greatest professional accomplishment the privilege of caring for
classmates, contemporaries, professors, teachers, friends and their families. The physician who
proudly states, “I have a great practice,” says he considers himself “very lucky.”
“I don’t want to come off as falsely humble, but we’re all here for the patients; [as a doctor]
that should be what your greatest pleasure is.”
In addition to his post at Overlook, Dr. Ring is an attending physician at Saint Barnabas
Medical Center in Livingston, Trinitas Hospital in Elizabeth, St. Michael’s Medical Center in
Newark, Clara Maass Medical Center in Belleville, UMDNJ in Newark, the Center for
Ambulatory Surgery in Mountainside and, the Stone
Center of New Jersey in Newark.
Dr. Ring is married to Sheryl Leff, whom he met when
he was a medical student on vacation in Israel. Dr. Ring
and his wife, also a physician, have been married for 28
years. They have two sons, Zachary, 24, a graduate of
Vanderbilt University who works in private equity in
Washington, D.C., and Jason, 21, a junior at Williams
College and All-American swimmer.
Dr. Ring, a 19-year resident of Watchung, is a frequent
traveler. He and his family have traveled extensively, both
domestically and abroad. He also is an avid cyclist and he
credits former Wardlaw-Hartridge teacher George Ljutich,
who chaperoned a bicycle trip through Europe when he was
a student at W-H, for sparking his interest in the sport.

The Ring family outside the Palace in Petrograd in St.
Petersburg, Russia, from left: Jason, Sheryl, Ken and Zach.
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Dr. Anita Sadaty, a 1984 graduate of The Wardlaw-Hartridge School, grew up spending
many hours in her father’s pediatric office. Her mother was a pediatric nurse, so the medical field
always seemed like a natural fit. After trying to branch out into medical research after college, Dr.
Sadaty realized she missed the more immediate gratification of uncovering the mystery of illness,
interacting with patients and easing their pain or suffering.
Dr. Sadaty is now a full-time, Board Certified, attending physician practicing Obstetrics and
Gynecology at North Shore University Hospital in Manhasset, New York. She attended medical
school at Cornell University graduating with honors as a member of Alpha Omega Alpha Honor
Medical Society in l994 and completed her residency in Obstetrics and Gynecology, as well as
chief resident year at North Shore University Hospital in 1998.
Prior to completing her residency, Dr. Sadaty spent two years in research at the Rockefeller
University Department of Biochemistry and at Cornell University Medical College Department
Dr. Anita Sadaty ’84, MD
of Surgical Research. She is co-author on a research publication on diabetic wound healing
published in the Journal of Surgical Research, 1991. In 1998, she presented a clinical research
study at the American College of Obstetrics and Gynecology annual conference regarding the relative effectiveness of various
labor induction agents.
In 1998, she joined Great Neck Obstetrics and Gynecology, a group specializing in all aspects of women’s health care, offering
a comprehensive range of gynecologic, obstetrical, radiologic and aesthetic services to suit women’s growing health care needs.
Although the practice provides a wide array of traditional medical services, Dr. Sadaty has developed an interest in alternative
medical practices to address the needs of an emerging patient population that prefers a more integrated approach to medical care.
“Although delivering at this point thousands of babies over the last 16 years of practice is of course an incredibly gratifying and
meaningful accomplishment, currently I am very excited about applying a more integrated approach to patient care,” said Dr.
Sadaty, who is currently completing a fellowship in Functional Medicine that focuses on uncovering the root causes of illness,
inflammation and dysfunction. “I think that I’m probably most proud of working to evolve and enhance my medical practice
with newer more integrated approaches to health care instead of looking to mask symptoms with various pharmacologic
medications that don’t necessarily address the underlying disorders.”
She also serves as a Clinical Assistant Professor at Hofstra Medical School. She has membership in the American College of
Obstetrics and Gynecology, American Medical Association, Nassau County Obstetrical Society and the American Holistic
Medical Association.
Dr. Sadaty said she “absolutely loved my science experience at Wardlaw-Hartridge and had it not been for my love for the
sciences, I don’t know that I would have been able to forge through the rigorous science and mathematics demands of pre-med
and medical school.” She credited instructors Mr. Bob Gould and Mrs. Elaine Bart for making science “accessible and pertinent,
which is why it seemed a very natural choice to look into the medical disciplines as a college major and eventually a career
choice.”
Her brother, Robert, also attended and graduated from W-H two years later in 1986 and has a successful internal medicine
practice in Naples, Florida. Dr. Anita Sadaty is married to W-H classmate Dan Brotman ’84 and has three children – Rachel, 18,
a theater enthusiast who will be attending Smith College or Bryn Mawr, Sera, 16, who is the athlete in the family, and son
Jackson, 8, who follows in his Dad’s footsteps regarding his love of skiing, soccer and fishing.
Dr. Arielle Drummond ’98 is a lead reviewer at the Food & Drug Administration (FDA)
within the Division of Cardiovascular Devices. She is also a lecturer in the Applied Biomedical
Engineering Program at Johns Hopkins University.
Prior to joining the Food and Drug Administration, she worked as an R&D Engineer at
CircuLite, Inc. developing circulatory assist devices to treat adults and children who suffer from
heart failure. While at CircuLite, Dr. Drummond served as the Principal Investigator of a Fast
Track Small Business Innovation Research Award (SBIR) supported by the National Heart, Lung
and Blood Institute (NHLBI).
Dr. Drummond has presented her research at international conferences and has published her
work in book chapters. She has received numerous honors that include the 2008 Black Engineer
of the Year Award for Student Leadership as well as several fellowships and scholarships, one of
which supported a study abroad experience in South Korea.
Dr. Arielle Drummond ’98
In past years, she has held various leadership positions within the National Society of Black
Engineers (NSBE) and currently serves as the Public Policy Director of the NSBE Professionals.
Arielle received a Ph.D. in Biomedical Engineering from Carnegie Mellon University in Pittsburgh, PA, and a B.S. and M.S.
degree from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill in Applied Science and Biomedical Engineering, respectively. In her
spare time, she enjoys scrapbooking, traveling, serving her community and speaking with young students about her profession,
and careers in Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM).
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now a internist in Naples, FL.
Dr. Lomnitz earned his medical degrees at the University of Pennsylvania, A.B. in 1990 and M.D. in 1995. He completed his
residency at the University of California San Francisco in 1998 and fellowship at New York Presbyterian Hospital, Cornell
Medical College in 2001. Dr. Lomnitz is board certified in Internal Medicine, Cardiovascular Disease, Echocardiography and
Nuclear Cardiology.
Dr. Lomnitz has won numerous awards and considerable recognition throughout his career, including graduating Magna Cum
Laude from the University of Pennsylvania, the National College of Medical Professions Award, ACC/ Littman Scholarship
Award, Bristol-Meyer Squibb ACC Award and AHA Laennec Society Young Clinician Award. He is also a fellow at the American
College of Cardiology and member of the American Society of Nuclear Cardiology.
“I was able to learn from some of the ‘giants’ in cardiology during my training which serves me well to this day. One of my
attending physicians actually taught my father during his training in Chile,” Dr. Lomnitz said. “Ultimately, you have to be most
proud of the clinical work that you do that has helped patients. I am also proud that I was able to create a professional situation
that allows me to balance work, family life and still allows for some leisure time.”
Dr. Lomnitz and his wife Dr. Nikki Gorman, a pediatrician, have three children: Noah (15), Zachary (13) and Sophia (9).

and

Dr. David Lomnitz ’86, MD

Dr. David Lomnitz ’86, MD, was inspired by his father’s passion for medicine growing up in
Westfield in the 1980s. He has followed in his father’s footsteps to a successful career as a
cardiologist. He is a staff member of the Cardiology Physicians Group of Fairfield County, LLC
in Connecticut.
“Of course, having a father who is a physician has a huge impact,” Dr. Lomnitz said.
“My father’s generation of physicians loved their profession more than I think any other
generation. They felt a calling and practiced in an era of huge medical advances while
experiencing minimal bureaucracy. By seeing his passion and joy, I felt there was little reason to
pursue other fields.”
More motivation came from a group of Wardlaw-Hartridge classmates who were focused on
becoming successful professionals.
“We had excellent science teachers (at W-H) but one of my greatest inspirations came from
my classmates. Robert Sadaty, in particular, was obsessed with becoming a doctor. His laser
focus, grit and determination helped inspire me,” said Dr. Lomnitz, who added that Dr. Sadaty is

Oak

Kunal Grover ’94, a member of the Class of 1994 at The Wardlaw-Hartridge School, is a
gastroenterologist with the Advanced Gastroenterology Group in Union. With the group since
2010, Dr. Grover has a special interest in therapeutic endoscopy.
A W-H “lifer,” he earned his undergraduate degree from Bucknell University before being
awarded his medical degree from St. George’s University School of Medicine in St. George’s,
Grenada, West Indies. He obtained a highly competitive gastroenterology fellowship position at
UMDNJ (now Rutgers). Procuring that fellowship, he says, “had been a goal of mine since my
first year in medical school.”
Among Dr. Grover’s accolades are the 2007 UMDNJ Golden Apple Award for superb
teaching of medical students and the UMDNJ Best Teaching Resident of 2006 honors. But when
speaking of his professional achievements, he says serving the local community has been his
greatest accomplishment to date. Dr. Grover, who was raised in Colonia, said he is honored to
Dr. Kunal Grover ’94, MD
have completed seven years of post-graduate training close to home and then “practice and serve
with wife Dr. Michelle
a community a stone’s throw from where I grew up.”
Cholankeril
The accomplished young doctor notes that his “bucket list has been evolving over the years
since the landscape of medicine has been changing,” but says he looks forward to another chapter in his career when he hopes to
teach, exclusively.
Dr. Grover, who played varsity football while a student at W-H (he was captain his senior year), admits to being a “diehard Jets
fan.” The good-humored physician quips, “If you cut me, I will bleed Jets green.” A dream position for Dr. Grover would be to
serve as the Jets team physician. He admits, though, that the need there is mostly for “orthopedic surgeons and not really for
gastroenterologists.”
This sports enthusiast also enjoys playing basketball. “I will sneak out and play pick-up in the parks every so often – but not
nearly with the frequency I was doing several years ago.” He is also an avid comic book collector.
A resident of Jersey City, he is married to Michelle Cholankeril, a hematologist/oncologist, whom he met during his residency.
They have a 1-year-old daughter, Lily. Dr. Grover is the cousin of Ayna Agarwal ’10 (see profile, page 11) and Neil Agarwal ’06,
who will start his internship in internal medicine at Drexel University in July.
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Alumni in the Sciences continued
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Robert Friedman ’99, a member of The Wardlaw-Hartridge School Class of 1999, is an
educator. Friedman, who graduated from Rutgers University with a B.S. in physics and from the
University of Chicago with an MS and Ph.D. in astronomy and astrophysics, believes a lot of
learning takes place when one is teaching.
Employed by Mozilla as a portfolio strategist for the Hive Chicago Learning Network,
Friedman says, “I still teach teens on Saturday mornings in a program of my own design, which I
call HackShop. My favorite part of working with kids is learning new things along with my
students. Believe it or not, I actually didn’t know how to do most of the projects that we do
together before I start teaching them. When I think of a lesson or an activity, I like it to be
something that also teaches me a new skill. The best way to learn something is to teach it to
someone else.”
Dr. Robert Friedman ’99
Friedman, who grew up in Edison, said he intended to become a college professor, but when
he arrived in Chicago, that plan changed.
“When I arrived in Chicago to begin my graduate program I encountered neighborhoods that were deeply impoverished,
under-resourced and without access to high-quality educational opportunities. I had passed through areas that were similar in the
suburbs of New Jersey when I was young, but it was never so pronounced and never so close to home. I felt inspired,
impassioned, and felt a civic duty to provide those opportunities that I enjoyed to others. I began working with students from
kindergarten to college throughout my six years at the university and decided that my skills were best put to use outside of
academia. I sometimes miss being a member of the scientific community, but I never regret my decision.”
This Chicago resident is certainly helping to educate Windy City youth.
At Mozilla, Friedman coordinates the Hive community of more than 60 nonprofit, government, and private sector youth
development and educational service providers to “advance the shared goals of innovative programs, equitable access and learning
pathways in Chicago and beyond.”
Prior to his post at Mozilla, he developed the STEM program for teens at the Adler Planetarium.
Friedman is married to Zarah Carranco, a graduate of the University of Chicago and ninth grade English teacher at Gary Comer
College Prep, where she will take over as Dean of Students in July.
“When I am not working to transform the learning landscape of Chicago with Hive, my favorite things to do are spend time
with my wife and my dogs (I have a miniature Schnauzer, Dora, and a terrier-mix, Dobson), cook simple but delicious meals,
read comic books, and build, fix and ride bicycles.”

John Hakala ’07 (pictured on the cover) is currently enrolled in a Ph.D. program at Brown
University, focusing on Experimental High Energy Physics. John is working at CERN near
Geneva, Switzerland on the Compact Muon Solenoid (CMS) experiment at the Large Hadron
Collider (LHC). His work includes maintaining, upgrading, and calibrating the CMS detector,
particularly the Hadron Calorimeter (HCAL) subdetector, as well as working on analyses of the
data collected by CMS to search for new physics.
In his maintenance, upgrade, and calibration work, particular projects include:
• maintaining and upgrading the HCAL online software (i.e., software which controls the
HCAL while it is operating, as opposed to offline software which analyzes the data after it
has been collected and stored)
• developing algorithms to reconstruct the physical processes detected by the HCAL (e.g.,
determining whether particles are interacting with the HCAL detector)
John Hakala ’07
• calibrating the HCAL to ensure accurate measurements of particles and groups of particles
known as jets.
In his analysis of the CMS data, John is currently focusing on the search for signatures of microscopic black holes that are
predicted to be produced in LHC collisions by some speculative physical theories, which postulate the existence of large extra
spacial dimensions (e.g., the Arkani-Hamed, Dimopolous, Dvali model and the Randall-Sundrum model).
“This search overlaps with and complements searches for dark matter (which is a postulated explanation for unexplained
observations from astrophysics and cosmology) and searches for sypersymmetry, which has been postulated as an elegant solution
for problems in particle physics such as the fine tuning of the mass of the Higgs boson,” John said, “and also as a step toward a
Grand Unified Theory of particle physics which aims to merge the theories of the three fundamental forces of nature – the
Strong nuclear force, the Weak nuclear force, and the Electromagnetic force – into one theory for all three.”

Cameron Rogers ’08, who graduated from Williams College in 2012, is now a PhD student in
the Chemistry Department at UC Berkeley, working for Professor Felix Fischer. Cameron’s work
specifically relates to organic synthesis–designing and synthesizing molecules that we anticipate
will have interesting or desirable properties.
“The organic systems I work with are in the field of materials science, with applications
ranging from high-performance carbon-based electronics to energy storage technologies like
supercapacitors or hydrogen storage,” Cameron explained. “My research group’s specialty is in the
material known as graphene and derivatives thereof, which we fabricate with high precision from
smaller molecules we design to that end.”
Cameron is currently in his third year of the PhD program, which can vary a great deal in
length but generally takes about five years. He hopes to continue doing chemistry research after
completing the program.
Cameron Rogers ’08
“The traditional avenues for this are academia and ‘industry’ and I am leaning towards the
latter,” he said. “This could mean anything ranging from a large tech company like Google or
IBM (both seem to be hiring a surprising number of chemists) to a startup in energy technology. At this point all I’m sure of is
that I want to continue being involved in research.”
Cameron was inspired by the education he received at W-H. He remembers spending time discussing random science topics in
the classrooms of Dr. Lloyd Kunar and Mr. Roland Marionni, even before he took any classes with them. He also recalls
troubleshooting a particularly finicky Science Fair project on the back table in the physics lab, asking for advice between lectures.
“The science teachers at W-H did an admirable job of recognizing enthusiasm for science in a student and encouraging it, even
if that fell outside their standard teaching responsibilities. The willingness of my science teachers to take extra time sharing their
enthusiasm created a positive environment that rewarded curiosity, and was a major influence in steering me towards the
sciences.”
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Ayna Agarwal ’10 is a 2014 graduate of Stanford University concentrating on HumanComputer Interaction. An avid social entrepreneur, Ayna has founded two nonprofits: She++,
dedicated to creating a community of young female technologists, and SPOT Globally, dedicated
to helping curb the spread of zoonotic diseases (those that can be passed between animals and
humans) worldwide. Her technical background brought her to work at Silicon Valley companies:
Microsoft, Evernote, the start-up Slice, and other early-stage startups.
She is currently a Deployment Strategist focusing on product for Palantir Technologies, a
company that builds software platforms to help human experts perform powerful, collaborative
analysis of data. She is also a member of the Board of Directors of Expanding Your Horizons, a
group dedicated to nurturing girls’ interest in science and math courses to encourage them to
consider careers in science, technology, engineering and math.
Ayna has studied abroad at Oxford University and has traveled all over the world; her favorite
Ayna Agarwal ’10
destinations are Tanzania, Nepal, South Korea, and Tibetan China. Ayna has been featured as
one of the Silicon Valley’s Top 50 Influential Women in Technology and in TechCrunch,
Bloomberg News, Forbes, TIME magazine, and CNN, among others for her work. Ayna has accomplished many things at a young
age, but she takes most pride in founding She++.
“It’s an incredible organization that is reaching long-term sustainability with an organizational model designed to allow college
students to be the Executives and Directors part-time. Since its birth, She++ has been supported by technology executives,
professors, and professionals worldwide.” she said. “Being able to provide leadership opportunities to younger women who are at
the forefront of the new tech landscape has been meaningful to me.”
Ayna has fond memories of her experiences at Wardlaw-Hartridge. She credits W-H with “giving me the perspective that I can
do anything, if I have a sense of boldness and courage.” She showed her entrepreneurial spirit in her W-H days and received
media attention as an animal activist and member of the Teen Advisory Board of the United States Humane Society.
She continued her success at Stanford and earned a B.S.B. in Science, Technology and Society. She maintains a busy schedule
and is passionate about her work.
“I like to build things and to grow things,” Ayna said. “I’d like to be a part of something big. I hope to apply my skills in
software and product development to build a solution for some of our world’s intractable problems.”
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Mr. Roland Marionni Enjoying Retirement
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By Divya Mehta ’14
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Many Wardlaw-Hartridge students in the last decade
remember Mr. Roland Marionni as an entertaining and
engaging presence in the classroom, hallways, and even at
morning meeting. There was often a burst of laughter across
the crowd of students, suddenly all listening attentively to the
white-haired man in a lab coat at the podium. That man was
Mr. Marionni, who had the gift of captivating any room he
walked into with his wit, humor, and charm, qualities which
made him a favorite teacher of many W-H students.
Mr. Marionni spent the last 12 years of his 50-year teaching
career at W-H. He still remembers the circumstances that led
to his first teaching position.
“I was actually waiting to hear back from a medical school
in Italy. I had no experience with teaching or any desire to go
into the field when I first started. But I needed
a job so I filled out a couple applications and
within a week I was working at Roselle and I
loved it. I mean, where else do you get paid to
give kids a hard time? I think the main reason
I stuck with it was that it allowed me to
perform and interact on a daily basis.”
Over the next 50 years, Mr. Marionni
obtained a Master’s degree in Biology and
amassed a wide range of teaching experiences.
He enjoyed a successful and devoted career in
the public school district until he was
proclaimed ready to retire at about 60
years old.
“I just wasn’t ready to give up teaching just
yet,” Mr. Marionni recalled. “My youngest
daughter was about to start college and the
extra income would come in handy. So I filled
out eight applications to the best private schools in the state
and before I knew it I was teaching at W-H.”
Mr. Marionni taught chemistry to Upper School students at
W-H, but he was more than just a fixture in the classroom. He
shared his passion for cooking with the W-H community as a
chef for faculty and staff book readings and annual lunches for
the maintenance staff. Mr. Marionni also became legendary for
the four-star meals he prepared for winners of high-priced
auction items at the Parents’ Association Gala. He also
entertained parents, teachers and students as the auctioneer for
the annual Senior Class Dinner Auction, which helps students
raise money for the prom.
In the true style of an entertainer, Mr. Marionni termed his
years as W-H as his “finale.”
“It could not have ended on a better note. In fact, there was
no better way to finish off 50 years of dedication in the
teaching world than with at W-H,” Mr. Marionni said. “Many
times teaching there felt like more of a reward than a job. If I
could still do it I would – just go in to interact with the

students, pick on them, make jokes, and help them a little
along the way. However, at my age the tedious parts of the job
that I never enjoyed such as grading and assessments became
too difficult, especially with recent knee replacement. But I
loved it and I miss it every day.”
Many W-H students hold a special place in their hearts for
Mr. Marionni. From something as simple as making sarcastic
jokes at morning meeting to larger contributions such as
helping them pass their AP Chemistry exam, Mr. Marionni
made W-H a better place.
“Mr. Marionni was not only a hilarious teacher but also a
great one. He really pushed his students to do their best.
Chemistry was never my best subject, but Mr. Marionni
always encouraged my studies,” Caroline McNamara ’14 said.

“He was dedicated to teaching the course at a high level,
but also cared that every student was keeping up with the
material. The result was that he put in a significant amount of
extra time with us, meeting in his classroom during study halls
and occasionally on weekends. That level of dedication to
proper education still stands out for me,” said Cameron Rogers
’08, who is pursuing a doctorate in chemistry at Cal-Berkeley.
Cameron added: “If I were to hear Mr. Marrioni had
prepared a stand-up routine, I would pay to go see him
perform and recommend to others that they do the same. His
personality in front of an audience is just that dynamic and
engaging.”
“He was always energetic and enthusiastic about both
biology and chemistry; he really enjoyed teaching our class,”
Akash Dalal ’16 said. “Mr. Marionni was an inspiration to
all of us, even those who he didn’t teach. I will always
remember him.”

Meet Dr. Bob

Bowman

New Assistant Head for Upper School
By Rudy Brandl ’83
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Dr. Bob Bowman is thrilled to join the WardlawHartridge community as the school’s new Assistant Head for
Upper School. The Scotch Plains resident brings extensive
administrative and teaching experience to his new position at
W-H. Dr. Bowman joins Maggie Granados, the Assistant
Head for Lower and Middle School, as the school’s chief
academic leaders.
“I quite simply could not be more excited about joining
the Wardlaw-Hartridge community and family,” Dr.
Bowman said. “I’m looking forward to the opportunity to be
part of a wonderful school, to work with Andy (Webster,
Head of School), Maggie and the great faculty and staff, and
to be part of supporting the exceptional student body.”
Dr. Bowman has served as Upper School Head at
Brooklyn Friends School in New York since 2012. Prior to
that, he worked as Academic Dean at Ranney School for two
years after spending the previous eight years as a teacher and
science department head at Collegiate School of New York.
He also has taught chemistry at Colgate University and the
University of Kansas.
W-H’s new Assistant Head for Upper School views most of his life as an educational journey and has an interesting
philosophy that applies to students, teachers and administrators alike.
“From the age of 5, my life has been spent in the classroom, be it a space with four walls, a sports field, an office, a
laboratory, or a crowded hallway. Meaningful exchange of ideas between individuals, regardless of their roles in the
interaction, is based on mutual trust and respect, shared passion, and most importantly, a personal connection. These
three elements are the foundation upon which I have based all my relationships as a student, a teacher, a colleague, a
mentor and an administrator – they are the tenets of my educational philosophy.”
He earned his Bachelor’s degree in Chemistry from Johns Hopkins University and Ph.D. in Physical Chemistry from
Columbia University. As a “science guy,” Dr. Bowman is looking forward to joining a school with an increasing
emphasis on STEM education.
“On the long list of reasons I’m excited to be here, the commitment to STEM certainly stands near the top and I do
hope to bring relevant parts of my background to help grow and strengthen the program,” he said. “Again, I will need
to see firsthand the great work that is already underway and then determine where I might be able to collaborate with
teachers to add value. That might be bringing in interesting speakers, establishing internal or external research
opportunities for students, or just sharing my excitement for science and engineering.”
Dr. Bowman believes the STEM approach is so important for all students, even those not planning on a career in
science.
“Having a good, basic knowledge of how the world around us works is increasingly important. My hope is that all
students become engaged and leave here being well-informed, scientifically literate citizens,” Dr. Bowman said.
Dr. Bowman believes in collaboration, communication and getting to know his teachers and students. He is eager to
meet the many people who make Wardlaw-Hartridge such a fine institution.
“My door will always be open, and I look forward to meeting and working with all constituencies; collaboration is
absolutely vital,” Dr. Bowman said. “My approach to any situation is always going to be to determine what is best for
the student(s). That will be the starting point of all conversations!”
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Students Participate in INDIE Film Festival

Oak

and

Ivy

Eric Prah ’08, pictured with
Upper School art teacher Gale
Goldman, served as one of the
judges for this year’s INDIE.
Student participants and winners pose for a formal photo on the red carpet at the second
annual INDIE Film Festival at South Orange Performing Arts Center.
The Wardlaw-Hartridge School’s second annual
Independent Film Festival, the INDIE, featured a red carpet
atmosphere and much of the glamour associated with a night
at the Oscars. Student film makers and faculty chaperones
enjoyed limousine transportation to the event, held at the
South Orange Performing Arts Center on February 19.
The event, which was supported by the Wardlaw-Hartridge
Parents’ Association, received media attention with coverage in
The Star-Ledger, New Jersey’s largest newspaper, as well as NJ
Online.
“The original purpose of the INDIE was to raise awareness
regarding current global issues. Since the debut year, our
student-filmmakers have used the INDIE to express their
thoughts, ideas and opinions with regards to a global issue or
event that they are passionate about,” said Julie Hamilton,
Upper School English teacher and INDIE coordinator.

The INDIE film competition was open to Middle and
Upper School students. The long term goal is to create a
festival that includes independent schools, statewide, who
compete in various categories and formally celebrate their
achievement(s) with a showcase.”
“We want to create a forum to showcase student work, while
also allowing them artistic freedom, cultivating leadership
skills, all through a global lens. After all, we all have stories,
and those stories have voices, and those voices deserve to be
heard,” Mrs. Hamilton said.
Students and parents attended the event to support the
student film makers.
Submissions were judged by Eric Prah ’08 (animator and
graphic design artist), current parent Colette Kunkel
(producer, director and writer), Nathan Purdee (actor and
producer), Anziel Fellner (lecturer, narrator and producer) and
Diane Neal (actor and producer).

INDIE Award Winners
Best Narrative: Aanandi Murlidharan ’19 Wonderwoman: We Can Do It! We Have Done It!
Best Non-narrative: Aryan Vavila ’16, Abdur Sajid ’16, Nathaniel Nyema ’16
and Claude Djan ’16 - Remember
Best Director: Nathaniel Nyema ’16 - Remember
Best Cinematography: Julian Hernandez-Webster ’15 and Brian Machoka ’15 - Hunger
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Best Editing: Astitva Soni ’16 and Akash Dalal ’16 - Stronger

Symposium Focuses on World
By Rudy Brandl ’83

and

Ivy

“This was an excellent vehicle to get
the conversation about hunger started
and what the W-H community can do
to get involved in community service,”
Mrs. Drake said. “I hope to help the
school decide on some fundraising
events, make some connections and
commitments to the Community Food
Bank, and schedule volunteer time to a
variety of organizations that work toward
meeting the needs of New Jersey families
living in poverty.”
The Oxfam Hunger Banquet, was a
very effective way to showcase the
imbalanced distribution of food in our
world. The smallest group of students

and faculty (10% of Upper School) ate
at banquet tables set with linens, flowers
in the center of table, china plates, linen
napkins, silverware and glasses. The
menu was plentiful and included
chicken and side dishes as well as
desserts. The next group (30% of Upper
School) was served rice and beans plus a
drink. The final group (60%) of Upper
School sat on the floor to eat one small
serving of rice and water.
“The Hunger Symposium really
opened my eyes and made me realize
how fortunate we truly are,” Astitva Soni
’16 said. “As one of the many who fell
under the 60% during the Hunger
Banquet, it was great to finally
understand what others around the
world are going through.”
There were four breakout sessions
during the day, which provided excellent
opportunities for everyone to discuss
issues of poverty and hunger. Students
gained a better understanding of just
how hard it is to eat with such a modest
budget and caught a glimpse of how
some parents have difficulty providing
the basic necessities of food, clothing
and shelter for their families.
“Symposium 2015 was a day that
asked us to step out of our comfort zone
and acknowledge how much poverty and
hunger there is locally, nationally, and
throughout the world,” said Rhona
Eserner, Upper School Head. “We
learned a great deal from our speakers
and workshops.”

Oak

This year’s Upper School symposium
addressed the global problem of hunger.
Students, faculty, parents, and
grandparents participated in large and
small group activities and experienced an
Oxfam Hunger Banquet during Upper
School lunch.
The symposium was organized by
Mrs. Barbara Drake, Coordinator of
Sustainability, along with a dedicated
group of students and faculty members.
Two guest speakers addressed the
community: Laura Sodano, the Hunger
Action Coordinator for the Community
FoodBank of NJ located in Hillside and
Bettina Luescher, the Senior
Communications Officer for North
American Global Issues for the U.N.’s
World Food Programme.
Ms. Sodano challenged the students to
find their passion and commit to
making a difference. She shared the story
of the dedication of the Community
Food Bank’s Director, Kathleen
DiChiara. Forty years ago Ms. DiChiara
began her work on behalf of hungry
people by handing out groceries from
the back of her station wagon. She
turned her one-woman mission to feed
her hungry neighbors into one of the
largest anti-hunger and poverty
organizations in America.
Last year alone, the food bank
distributed more than 43 million pounds
of food, the most in its history. Under
Ms. DiChiara’s leadership, the food bank
has grown steadily and now employs 200
people while providing food to more
than 1,000 partner charities through
their 285,000-square-foot headquarters
in Hillside and 29,000-square-foot
southern branch in Egg Harbor
Township.

Ms. Luescher, the keynote speaker,
captured everyone’s attention as she
spoke of crisis areas throughout the
world including Darfur, Afghanistan,
Haiti, Somalia and the tsunami region of
Indonesia. She reminded the students
that a $5 cappuccino at Starbucks could
educate and feed a starving child for an
entire month and that the comfortable
lives we live were determined by a lucky
“lottery.”

Hunger
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Sam Sherman ’15, Simran Kaur ’15, Neema Liverpool ’15 and Matt Handzy ’15 jump for joy as they prepare to graduate.
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Commencement 2015

Julia Linger ’15 hugs a
classmate moments after
receiving her diploma.

Jack Schildge ’15, Daniel
Gallagher ’15 and James
Blatz ’15.

Shruti Patel ’15 and Uditi
Nichani ’15 take a selfie.

Rocco Haborak ’15, Thomas Weber
’15 and Luke Romeo ’15.

16
Joshua Schlisserman ’15 signs a
classmate’s yearbook.

The graduates from the Class of 2015 begin the celebration by throwing their caps into
the air.

Class of 2015
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John Anderson-Schmitt
Anthony Appiah
Rida Aziz
Anastasia Bellisari
James Blatz
Pierre Bouley
Melissa Calderon
Se Min (Sam) Cheon

Boston College
Newbury College
Barnard College
Rutgers University
Franklin & Marshall College
Rutgers University
The College of New Jersey
Massachusetts College of
Pharmacy & Health Sciences
Avery Choi
Drexel University
Briana Crawley
Trinity College
Nicholas D’Amore
Gettysburg College
Jiayue (Kingsley) Dai
University of Edinburgh
Daniel Gallagher
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign
Ge (Gemma) Gao
Rutgers University
William Garner
University Massachusetts-Amherst
Rocco Haborak
Loyola University Maryland
Miah Hagood
Rutgers University
Matthew Handzy
Rutgers University-Honors Program
Qiyue (Beatrice) He
Rutgers University-School of Environmental
& Biological Sciences
Julian Hernandez-Webster Bucknell University
Simran Kaur
Rutgers University
Michael Kieselstein
Sarah Lawrence College
Cynthia Liberal
Rutgers University
Julia Linger
Emerson College
Neema Liverpool
New Jersey Institute of Technology
Brian Machoka
Pennsylvania State University
Saad Mansuri
Rutgers University-Honors Program

Madhav Mehta
Camille Menns
Roshun Menon
Winifred (Nikki) Mugambi
Aishwarya Nair
Huma Naqvi
Michael Newman
Uditi Nichani
Mohammed Nizam
Joseph Palaguachi
Nicholas Palko
Chand Patel
Shruti Patel
John Pohopin
Azia Pompey
Ryan Price
Jay Raval
Luke Romeo
Emily Saadi
Nelson (Jack) Schildge
Joshua Schlisserman
Austin Scudder
Sam Sherman
Thomas (TC) Weber
Zi Xuan (Shirley) Yang
Brandon Yin
Junrong Yu
Areeb Zaidi
Eliana Zebro

University of the Sciences-PharmD Program
Arcadia University
Northeastern University
New York University-Stern School of Business
Rutgers University-School of Engineering
Rutgers University-School of Engineering
The College of New Jersey
Sarah Lawrence College
Rutgers University
Rutgers University-School of Engineering
Fairleigh Dickinson University
Rutgers University
Rutgers University-Honors Program
St. John’s University
Seton Hall University
Franklin & Marshall College
Rutgers University
Seton Hall University
Georgetown University
University of Colorado-Boulder
Occidental College
Quinnipiac University
Washington University in St. Louis
Pennsylvania State University
University of Wisconsin
Dickinson College
Rutgers University
Rutgers University-School of Engineering
Moravian College

Ivy

Matriculation List
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2015 Senior
W-H Pin
While Maintaining Own Academic Level,
Has Exhibited Loyalty, Generosity,
Dedication and Helpfulness to Promote the
Spirit and Philosophy of the School
Camille Menns
The Alumni Association Award
For High Academic Achievement and
Outstanding Participation in School Life
Neema Liverpool
The Parents’ Association Award
For Significant Contributions to the
Extracurricular Life of the School
Julia Linger
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The Stevenson Award
For Highest Academic Achievement
In the Class
Saad Mansuri
The Upper School Head’s Award
For Personal Growth, Dedication and
Generosity of Spirit
In Service to the School Community
Simran Kaur
The Headmaster’s Cup
For Demonstrating Leadership and
Dedication to the Life of the School
John Pohopin
The Hartridge Class of 1953 Prize
For Excellence in the Study of English
Huma Naqvi
The Hawley-Katrausky
Mathematics Prize
For Interest and Excellence in Mathematics
Saad Mansuri
The Elaine W. Bart Science Award
For Outstanding Performance in Science
John Anderson-Schmitt
Mary B. Wells Prize
For Accomplishment and Excellence
In the Study of History
Shruti Patel
The Ethel Cook Classics Prize
For Excellence and Interest in Classics
Roshun Menon
The Gabriel Garcia Marquez Award
For Excellence in the
Study of the Spanish Language
Miah Hagood
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Awards
The Juliette Escoffier Award
For Progress, Effort and Interest
In the Study of the French Language
Nikki Mugambi
Confucius Award
For Excellence in the Study of Chinese
Language and Culture
Huma Naqvi
The Wigton Cup
To the Most Outstanding Female Athlete
Camille Menns
The Chambliss Trophy
To the Most Outstanding Male Athlete
William Garner
The Robert B. Vietor Award
For Outstanding Commitment, Dedication
And Loyalty to the Athletic Program
Julia Linger

Camille Menns ’15 proudly
accepts the W-H Pin from Rhona
Eserner, Upper School Head, at
the Senior Farewell Dinner on
June 11.

The Wardlaw-Hartridge
Scholar-Athlete Award
For Excellence in Athletics and Academics
Briana Crawley
Samuel Sherman
The Charles H. Detwiller, Jr. Award
For Involvement and Achievement
In the Arts
Pierre Bouley
The Elizabeth O. Horne Award
For Excellence in the Dramatic Arts
Julia Linger
The John Philip Sousa Band Award
For Interest, Achievement and Leadership
In the Band
John Anderson-Schmitt

Neema Liverpool ’15 receives
the Alumni Award from Rudy
Brandl ’83, Director of Alumni
Relations.

The Louis Armstrong Jazz Award
For Interest, Achievement and Leadership
In Jazz Band
Matt Handzy
The National School Choral Award
For Interest, Achievement and Contributions
To the Vocal Music Program
Nikki Mugambi
The Lewis B. Timberlake Award
For Contributions to Publications
Samuel Sherman
The Computer Award
For Excellence, Creativity and Superior
Performance in Computer Science
Aishwarya Nair

Julia Linger ’15 accepts the
Parents’ Association Award from
Tammy D’Amore, WHPA
President.

Ready for the

Prom

Upper School students posed for group and couples photos prior to boarding a bus to the Junior/Senior Prom on
Tuesday, June 9. Parents, siblings, friends and faculty and staff members joined the students in the courtyard.
After gathering for a large group photo, couples and groups took their turn walking from the amphitheater steps
through the courtyard bricks on their way to the bus. The prom was held at The Madison Hotel.

Lifetime of

Memories

The eight Lifers from the Class of 2015, students who have attended W-H since kindergarten or before, enjoyed a dinner at Hill House on
May 29. Pictured, from left: Daniel Gallagher with mom Carolyn Gallagher and Kevin Hargreaves, Rocco Haborak with parents Paula and
Tom Haborak, Luke Romeo with parents Deedee and Mike Romeo, John Anderson-Schmitt with mom Reidun Anderson, Emily Saadi with
mom Judy Akhtar, Jay Raval with parents Deepak and Unnati Raval, Pierre Bouley with mom Dominique Bouley, and Roshun Menon
with dad Raghu Menon.

Saad Mansuri ’15 receives
the Stevenson Award from Rhona
Eserner, Upper School Head.

John Pohopin ’15 proudly
accepts the Headmaster’s Cup from
Andrew Webster, Head of School.

Simran Kaur ’15 accepts the
Upper Schools Head’s Award from
Rhona Eserner, Upper School
Head.
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Fifth Grade Class

Moving Up

Eighth Grade Class

Stepping Up
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Fifth grade students gather for a class photo in the courtyard prior to the Lower School Moving Up Ceremony on June
10. Pictured, from left to right, front row: Mrs. Nicole Nolan, fifth grade teacher, Faizah Naqvi, Rose Kassam,
Saniya Gupta, Shankari Theivanayagam, Tenajah Eldridge, Ananya Murlidharan, Shreya Dharayan and Jennifer
Lynn Vargas. Back row: Dr. Jerry Ganis, Lower School Head, Ryan Brandl, Kurby Brown, Andrew Bao, Amiteij
Sappal, Julian Kaniuka, Aarush Dharayan, Nicholas Ji, Nathaniel Valcourt, Zain Zaidi, Kori Brown and Mr. Noah
Kalter, fifth grade teacher. Missing from photo: Maya Aggarwal.

Eighth Grade
Awards
Kilpatrick Award
Alexandra Vargas
Chandler Award
Briella Payami
Althea Marder Pond
Award (Fine Arts)
Victoria Howell
Althea Marder Pond
Award (Performing Arts)
Aanandi Murlidharan
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Eighth grade students pose for a class photo in the courtyard moments before the Middle School
Stepping Up Ceremony on June 10. Pictured, from left to right, front row: Briella Payami,
Rongzhen “Susan” Yuan, Alanah Smith-Timberlake, Sarah Hoffman, Alyaa Abdelaal, Alexandra
Vargas, Victoria Howell, Mika Walker and Olivia Tobey. Second row: Keon Harris, Wei-Po
“Webber” Chen, Kelton Estabrook, Justin Palko, Sandy Miller, Tomas Hernandez-Webster, Gerald
Ringler, Dev Dasondi, Dylan Maier and Mrs. Andrea Barnett, class advisor. Third row: Lillian
Helander, Dazlyn Erachshaw, Tabitha Klein, Kaeli Montagu, Alexandra Lack, Kelly Lawrence,
Sofia Ambrosio, Baige “Amy” Chen, Lara Jasti, Aanandi Murlidharan and Mrs. Maggie Granados,
Middle School Head. Back row: Mr. Brian Staub, class advisor, Dr. Corinna Crafton, Eighth
Grade Coordinator, Jordan Borst-Ortiz, Edward Zhang, Yibo “Mike” He, Conor Forrest, Aubrey
Mackay, Stanislav DeLaurentiis and Fengyi “Jerry” Sun.

Public Speaking Award
Alanah Smith-Timberlake
Elwell Award
Conor Forrest
Lum Award
Olivia Tobey

Alumni Return for Career

Day

By Rudy Brandl ’83

The Career Day presenters (pictured from left): Bill Sidun, Eric Prah ’08, Dana Jacober Kaye ’98,
Dr. Nimisha Shukla, Rick Everett ’68, Alexandra Faust ’07, Adam Kenny ’85 and Eric Lathrop ’77.
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If you are interested in making a
presentation to share insights about
your profession at an upcoming Career
Day, please contact Rudy Brandl ’83,
Director of Alumni Relations, at
rbrandl@whschool.org

and

for the past 28 years, he has applied his knowledge and service
in delivering and executing business development, sales,
product and financial plans for large corporations in the
Telecommunications and Information Management industries.
Mr. Prah has been working as a Junior Animator for Bluesky
Studios in Greenwich, CT since 2012. Credits include Epic,
Rio 2 and The Peanuts Movie. Eric won a Student Academy
Award in 2012. He also won the award for Best Children’s
Film at Animation Block Party 2012.
Mr. Sidun retired from Merck and Co. in 2004 after a 31year career as an engineer, Senior Engineer, Senior Project
Engineer and Project Manager. He was responsible for
estimating, designing, procuring, installing and starting bulk
chemical manufacturing facilities within Merck. His sons
Michael ’94 and Donald ’01 are proud W-H graduates.
Dr. Shukla is a board certified pediatrician and fellow of
American Academy of Pediatrics, caring for children of Edison
and surrounding areas since 1997. She is also an Attending
Physician at Saint Peter’s University Medical Center and JFK
Medical Center. Dr. Shukla’s daughter, Neha, is a sophomore
at W-H.
“Attending Career Day really helped me understand and
make a decision on what I would like to study in college,” said
Nikki Mugambi, who plans to major in finance at New York
University's Stern School of Business. “It was a good
experience and opened my eyes to new possible career
choices.”

Oak

Eight members of the Wardlaw-Hartridge community,
including six alumni spanning five decades of graduation years,
made presentations to W-H juniors and seniors at Career Day
on April 1. Students enjoyed the opportunity to learn more
about a variety of career paths from successful professionals,
who spoke about their experiences and answered questions.
This year’s presenters included alumni Rick Everett ’68
(Journalism), Alexandra Faust ’07 (Communications), Dana
Jacober Kaye ’98 (Marketing), Adam Kenny ’85 (Law), Eric
Lathrop ’77 (Finance), Eric Prah ’08 (Illustration), alumni
parent Bill Sidun (Engineering) and current parent Dr.
Nimisha Shukla (Medicine).
Mr. Everett recently retired after 40 years in the newspaper
business, mostly at The Star-Ledger. During his 10 years as
managing editor, the paper was a Pulitzer Prize finalist six
times and won twice. Ms. Faust is currently employed as a
Manager of Communications at Deloitte and Touche, an
accounting firm that also provides tax, consulting and financial
advisory services.
Ms. Kaye works for Allen Flavors, a family-owned company
that produces the flavoring for such well-known products as
Arizona Iced Tea, Turkey Hill, Wawa and many other
recognizable brands. She has worked in many areas of the
company but when her husband, Bayla, joined the company,
they made their own niche and started a Nutrition Division.
Ms. Kaye generously brought enough products for all of the
participants to sample.
Mr. Kenny has been an attorney at Weiner Lesniak in
Parsippany, NJ since 1998 and a partner in the firm’s Tort
Defense Division since 2004. His practice is dedicated to the
defense of individuals, private entities and public entities (such
as municipalities) in civil litigation.
Mr. Lathrop works as a Wealth Advisor for Insight Financial
Services, which is affiliated with LPL Financial, the largest
independent Wealth Management company in the country.
Previously a Wealth Advisor at Morgan Stanley Smith Barney,
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W-H Students Visit Sister

School in China
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By Hua Liu and Linda Schneider
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W-H students and teachers received a warm welcome from their hosts at Shishi High
School in Chengdu, China.
When our students danced to a
A group of four Upper School
recording of the ‘The Coolest National
students, Marissa Pyne ’17, Eduardo
Wind’ on stage, Mrs. Liu noted that “the
Martinez ’18, Gursimran Singh ’18 and
Chinese students in the audience joined
Suraj Chandran ’18, led by Chinese
singing the song and the Danish
teacher Hua Liu and Learning Specialist
students began clapping in rhythm. It
Linda Schneider, made an exciting and
was truly a beautiful moment and a
historic trip to Chengdu and Beijing,
remarkable symbol of global connection.
China during spring break.
I had tears in my eyes.”
The students were the first group of
The establishment of the partnership
W-H students to visit Shishi High
between The Wardlaw-Hartridge School
School, our partner school in Chengdu,
and Shishi High School began with Mr.
and stayed with host families for three
Jim O’Halloran’s trip to China in 2012.
days. During this time, they attended
Mr. O’Halloran, Dean of Students,
classes such as Poetry, Art, Calligraphy,
and Tai Chi, and participated in many of attended a Confucius Classrooms
Leaders’ Summit in Shanghai, and then
the school activities. The studenttraveled to Shishi High School, a
exchange program also expanded to the
prestigious institution serving 6,000
faculty level. Mrs. Schneider gave a
students with more than 2,000 years of
lecture to the Shishi teachers on the
history, to explore a relationship with the
topic of “Helping Students with
school. In 2013, Mr. O’Halloran
Learning Differences.”
returned to Shishi High School with
One of the highlights of the exchange
program was participating in the school’s Mrs. Liu and Rhona Eserner, Upper
School Head. A significant result of this
World Cultural Festival. Students from
visit was the signing of a Memorandum
Shishi High School, another visiting
of Understanding between Mrs. Eserner
group of students from Denmark, and
and Principal Tian. In the fall of 2014,
W-H students presented a variety of
performances in the school’s auditorium. W-H was pleased to host the first group

of five students and one
chaperone from our partner
school. Then a half-year
later, during Spring Break
2015, W-H students and
teachers made their historic
visit to Chengdu.
As Marissa Pyne said,
“My most exciting, happy
moment was being able to
see Echo again. I am very
thankful for having safe
travels to China, seeing
Echo and her parents, and
meeting the teachers at both
campuses. I really appreciate
having a warm welcome
when coming into China.
Everyone we met, including
students, my host family,
and teachers, showed their
kindness as they guided us
through our days in China.”
In addition to the Shishi High School
experience, the group visited attractions
in Chengdu: Wu Hou Shrine, the Giant
Panda Research and Breeding Center;
the 2,000-year-old irrigation system at
Dujiangyan, and the New Century
Global Center, the world’s largest
shopping mall. They also sampled a
variety of Sichuan’s famous foods served
in different styles, such as “Hot Pot.”
The second half of the trip to China
was in Beijing. The group visited many
great landmarks including the Forbidden
City, Great Wall, Summer Palace,
Temple of Heaven Park, and Tiananmen
Square. They also toured the Beijing
Zoo and the Beijing Capital Museum.
Shopping for souvenirs and bargaining
for good prices were a challenge and fun
for all!
Mrs. Schneider highly complimented
the students: “I’m very proud of our
students. They successfully represented
The Wardlaw-Hartridge School. They
were polite, respectful, adaptable, and
eager to learn the culture and use the
language.”

Yumna Naqvi ’17

Earns Scholarship to Study in China
By Rudy Brandl ’83
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Yumna Naqvi ’17 emerged from a field of 250
applicants to be selected as the only winner of the Halsey
Scholarship to spend the 2015-2016 school year studying
in Beijing, China. The Halsey Scholarship is awarded
through the School Year Abroad (SYA) program and
provides full tuition, airfare and room and board.
“I’m incredibly excited and really honored that I got the
scholarship,” Yumna said. “A lot of qualified people
applied and this makes me feel really special.”
“We are proud that Yumna has earned this wonderful
opportunity,” said Andrew Webster, Head of School. “The
Wardlaw-Hartridge School is known for its focus on
global interconnections. We ask our students to build a
strong understanding of global cultures and to engage
with pressing global issues.”
Yumna already serves as an ambassador for the 100,000
Strong Student Foundation, whose goal is to improve
relations between the United States and China. She
attended the organization’s reunion conference at George
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Yumna Naqvi ’17 (right) attended the 100,000 Strong Student Reunion Conference at The George Washington University
in November. She enjoyed meeting Professor Fang Maotian, Minister Counselor of Education, at the D.C. Chinese
Embassy. Yumna made new friends during the two-day program, which elevated her interest in studying in China and led
to the scholarshiop opportunity.

Washington University last November. That experience
elevated her interest in studying abroad.
“I’ve always been interested in business and political
science. That’s why I started studying Mandarin in the
first place,” said Yumna, who is in her fourth year
studying the language. “Improving my Chinese will be
very beneficial to me in the future.”
Yumna will take math, English and Chinese classes
during her year abroad. She will miss her family and
friends, but she’s eager for a new experience.
“I like the idea of experiencing a new culture, making
new friends and trying new things,” she said. “A lot of
things will be different but I really like traveling and
exploring and I’m looking forward to being independent.”
“I am glad that Yumna has chosen to study in China
and look forward to her sharing her experiences with our
students here,” Mr. Webster said. “I know she will
represent Wardlaw-Hartridge well and will benefit
tremendously from her studies in China.”
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Neema Liverpool ’15 Signs
National Letter of Intent
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By Rudy Brandl ’83

Athletics

Neema Liverpool signed a National Letter of
Intent to play soccer at New Jersey Institute of
Technology on Wednesday, Feb. 4. The senior
standout, who led the Wardlaw-Hartridge girls
to a GMC White Division title last fall with 25
goals, also considered Delaware, Rutgers,
Fordham and Drew but fell in love with NJIT.
“I’m super excited and sitting here with a pen
in my hand is surreal,” said Neema, who was
joined by her family and coaches as she signed
the official document. “I’m looking forward to
the next four years.”
Neema, a captain and four-year varsity player,
will graduate with 51 career goals. She has
earned a partial scholarship to NJIT, where she
plans to major in biology or biomedical
engineering.
“It’s a good fit for me,” she said. “NJIT
reminds me of Wardlaw-Hartridge. It’s a small, Neema Liverpool ’15 signs her National Letter of Intent as coaches and
close-knit and welcoming community.”
family members look on. Pictured, from left, assistant coach Mike Olim,
W-H head coach Mike Romeo is confident
head coach Mike Romeo, athletic director Karl Miran, mother Renee
that Neema will be an impact player as she
Liverpool, assistant coach Tanda Tucker, father Howard Liverpool and
makes the transition to the college level.
sister Nyela Liverpool ’21.
“NJIT is the perfect place for her,” Romeo
said. “They need goal-scorers and she has proven she can do that. This gives Neema the opportunity to get right into the
lineup. All aspects of her game are coming together and she is ready from a physical standpoint.”
Neema’s parents were beaming with pride as their daughter signed the official document. She won’t be traveling too
far from home, which will give the Liverpool family many opportunities to watch Neema play.
“She’s always been special,” said Howard Liverpool, Neema’s father. “She’s worked very hard and has always made us
proud. This is an amazing accomplishment.”

Champions Unveil Banners
Three Wardlaw-Hartridge teams from the Fall 2014
season captured division championships in the
Greater Middlesex Conference. The GMC
championship banners were unveiled in Laidlaw Gym
during the inaugural Winter Games, a celebration of
the school’s winter athletic teams. Karl Miran,
Athletic Director, welcomed the team captains and
players from the boys’ soccer, girls’ soccer and girls’
tennis teams to pull the cord and display the banners
on the north wall of Laidlaw Gym. Congratulations
to the Rams for starting the school year with three
GMC titles!
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Highlights
W-H Soccer Stars Named to All-State Team
Diogo Ferreira ’16 (right) and Julian Hernandez-Webster ’15 were honored as
All-State players at a banquet on January 11 at the Pines Manor in Edison.
Diogo, a junior attacking center midfielder and outstanding playmaker, led the
Rams with 12 goals and 13 assists last fall. Julian, a senior co-captain and
dangerous forward, contributed eight goals and four assists in his senior season.
The boys were accompanied by W-H head coach Pedro Aresta, whose team won
the GMC Blue Division title and advanced all the way to the semifinals of the
Non-Public B state tournament.

W-H Track Athletes Set Records

Ivy

The University of Delaware Co-ed Cheerleading Team, with
Wardlaw-Hartridge alumnus Nick Davis ’13, won the Co-ed Division I
National Championship in January.
It was the second straight national title for Delaware in the D1 Co-ed
division. In 2014, the Blue Hens finally unseated the 12-time reigning
national champion Morehead State after having placed second since
2007. Delaware’s win ensures they will be back again next year to
defend their title.
“If their squad has even half of the commitment and dedication Nick
demonstrated while he was a W-H cheerleader, I have no doubt what
the outcome will be,” said Tanda Tucker, who was Nick’s cheerleading
coach at W-H.
The W-H cheerleading program has enjoyed tremendous growth,
tripling its program numbers with the addition of a middle school
squad. Coach Tucker can remember going to camp and dreaming about
having her girls hit a ‘heel’ with their feet planted firmly on the ground
and now the varsity team will not only pull that trick at a full extension
Nick Davis ’13 (middle row, second from left)
but they twist out of it. It is just remarkable how far the program has
celebrates with his Delaware teammates.
advanced in recent years. Coach Tucker also attributes this growth to
the enthusiasm and dedication of cheerleaders such as Nick.
“When you have an athlete who is clearly committed to being his best, it naturally encourages the rest of the team to do the
same,” Miss Tucker said. “When Nick first talked to me about cheering in college I knew he would make an impact. I could not
be more proud of what he and his team have accomplished! Not many people can claim to be a national champion.”
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Nick Davis ’13 Wins National Title With Teammates
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Noah Toney ’16 competed in the 800-meter run at the
NJSIAA Meet of Champions, where he broke his own
school record with a time of 1:55.22 to finish ninth in the
state. Noah also helped the 4x400 relay team set a new
school record at the state championship meet. Noah
established a new W-H record in the 400 meters at the
State Group meet. Anthony Appiah ’15 (triple jump) and
the 4x400 relay teams also set new school standards in the
state meets. The 4x400 teams consisted of Diogo Ferreria
’16, Nathaniel Nyema ’16, Michael Newman ’15 and
Toney (boys) and Nikki Mugambi ’15, Makena Mugambi
’16, Sydney Hughes ’16 and Briana Crawley ’15 (girls).
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Booster
Club
Events
Winter Games, Spring Barbecue Attract Crowds
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This year’s fourth annual Board of Trustees vs. Booster Club basketball game included several young alumni who were divided
between the two teams.
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Parents, students, alumni, faculty and staff members attended the inaugural Winter Games, a celebration of the W-H
winter athletic teams, on Friday, January 9. The afternoon and early evening provided exciting athletic action with
basketball and swim teams competing at home.
The Booster Club coordinated the event in conjunction with the athletic department and sold food, snacks, W-H
apparel and gear. The boys’ basketball and swim teams posted victories. The three GMC divisional champions from the
Fall 2014 season celebrated the unveiling of their banners in Laidlaw Gym at the conclusion of the boys’ varsity
basketball team’s victory. Karl Miran, Athletic Director, welcomed the team captains and players from the boys’ soccer,
girls’ soccer and girls’ tennis teams to pull the cord and display the banners on the north wall of Laidlaw Gym.
The third game of the basketball tripleheader featured the fourth annual Booster Club vs. Board of Trustees basketball
game. This year’s contest included a new twist – the addition of several alumni, who were split between the teams. The
game was exciting from start to finish and the Booster Club staged a dramatic rally for a 65-59 victory in overtime.
Jordan Del Sol ’11, whose 4-point play with six seconds remaining in regulation tied the game, led the Boosters with
22 points. Fellow alumni Ishmael Menns ’14 and Billy Buchbinder ’12 contributed 11 and 9 points, respectively, for the
Boosters. Richard Starling, an assistant coach for the W-H boys’ basketball team, led all scorers with 23 points for the
Board team.
The Booster Club also held its annual Spring Sports Barbecue on Friday, April 24. Students, families and friends
enjoyed exciting athletic action and great food. The W-H varsity baseball, softball, boys’ lacrosse and girls’ lacrosse teams
and Middle School boys’ tennis team played home games. The menu was highlighted by Bill Garner’s award winning
chicken and ribs. Thank you to the Booster Club and all of the parent volunteers who contributed their time and
donated food items to make these events
a success.

Rudy Brandl ’83, (center) Director of
Alumni Relations, is joined by past
Booster Club President Jeff Downing
and current Booster Club member and
parent Cliff O’Brien, Jr. at the Spring
Barbecue.

Booster Club members and parents Paula Haborak, Silvia
Doglio, Ricardo Garces and Debbie Jenkins at the Winter Games.

Parents’ Association News

Parents and friends Ralph Montague, Yesenia Montague, Daryl
Caiola, Alison Kornecki, Milly Ferreira, Rande Brown and Kevin
Kornecki.

Parents Yesenia Montague, Bernadette Varley, Aarthi Krishnappa,
Lopa Shah and Swati Raghuwanshi.

Hollywood Meets Bollywood was a night to remember and the
MOST SUCCESSFUL Gala Fund Raiser in the school’s history.
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The theme of this year’s WardlawHartridge Parents’ Association
spring fundraiser, Hollywood Meets
Bollywood, was a hands-down
success. Many guests embraced one
part of the theme and donned
creative and colorful Bollywood
dress. Not to be outdone, others
adopted the personae of Hollywood
legends with Marilyn Monroe and
Audrey Hepburn among them. In
addition to the silent and live
auctions, this year featured a dance
performance choreographed by
Swati Raghuwanshi with a diverse
group of bare-footed W-H moms
demonstrating lively traditional
Indian dance moves.

Tammy D’Amore,
WHPA President.

Ayesha Sitlani and Adrian Looney at the silent auction.

Bindu Dalal and Anisha Mulji.

Parents celebrate after their dance routine.
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Patricia Turner Kavanaugh ’63

Memorial Reception – A Life Well-Lived
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By Joanne Vogt
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Several memory boards were on display at Pat Turner Kavanaugh’s
memorial reception, including this one which featured her beloved
green Hartridge School tote bag.
A certified reindeer driver. An
Olympic torch relay runner. A
newspaper reporter. A bungee
jumper. A luger. A community
advocate. A composter. A sailor. A
Master Gardener. A skier. An avid
reader. A political watcher. A
devoted friend. A loving aunt. She
swam in the Arctic Ocean and slept
in an ice palace in Sweden. It’s hard
to believe that these were the interests
and achievements of just one person
but they were!
On Sunday, April 19, more than
100 family members, colleagues and
friends gathered at The WardlawHartridge School to remember,
reminisce and celebrate the multifaceted and rather incredible life of
Patricia Turner Kavanaugh, a
Hartridge School ’63 alumna and
Emeritus Trustee who died at age 69
on October 4, 2014.
Two talented Wardlaw-Hartridge
musicians, Katie Lin ’16 and Amy
Chen ’19, began the program with a
lovely musical interlude on piano and

violin, respectively. Then Andrew
Webster, Head of School, spoke
about Pat and her longtime
involvement at W-H. He also
announced that, because of the
generosity of Pat, her family and her
Hartridge classmates, the school is
able to name the Multi-Media
Technology Room in the Center for
Global Learning in her memory.
Pat’s classmate, Susan Karner
Hassinger ’63, called Pat “the driving
force and the glue that kept our class

together all these years” and Debbie
Detwiler Smith ’63 read the poem
Gone From My Sight that she
dedicated to “the adventurer, traveler
and happy wanderer” called Pat
Turner Kavanaugh.
Cynthia Smyth ’49, a fellow
Emeritus Trustee, noted that Pat was
an integral force in forming the
Alumni Association at WardlawHartridge that is still in place today.
Cynthia said that Pat “definitely had
an agenda and she was able to make
that agenda the agenda of whatever
meeting she was attending! I just
loved working with her.” Another
schoolmate, Cindy Sandford
Landreth ’65, talked about Pat’s
longtime relationship with the
Sandford family and the terrific
friendship Pat had with Cynthia’s
mother, Barbara.
Pat’s cousin Sue Beacht cherishes
the fact that “Pat had a fierce love for
her two nephews, for Ava and for
anyone in her family.” And Pat’s
lifelong friend Gail Shields said she
was “steadfast in friendship and
generous with her time.” Her ski
association buddies admired her
adventurous spirit and turned to Pat
whenever the going got tough! Rick
Cohen, a friend to both Pat and her
husband Reggie, offered that “Pat

Pat Turner Kavanaughs ’63, front row left, with classmates
from The Hartridge School Class of 1963.

Chris Newcomb (left), Pat's nephew, speaks with Betty Ann Hogan Fort ’63.
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Guests enjoy appetizers and conversation at the reception.
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From left: Carol Stuart Henry ’63, Nancy Schaefer, Susan Karner Hassinger
’63, Debbie Detwiller Smith ’63, Martha Cole ’63 and Betty Ann Hogan
Fort ’63 gather around the portrait of their dear classmate and friend.

remained opinionated, argumentative, stubborn and
a firm friend throughout her life.”
Representing the Plainfield YMCA, Ravenell
Williams shared that Pat “had the amazing ability to
take your skills and turn them into doing something
good for someone else. Lamar Mackson ’87, W-H
alumnus and Plainfield YMCA board member,
concurred saying that “the tension and energy she
brought into your life, made you become a better
person.” Adrian Mapp, the mayor of Plainfield,
noted that “her love, service and caring for the
community made her who she was.” Linda Carter,
Union County Freeholder, echoed that sentiment
when she said, “Pat had a boundless enthusiasm for
dealing with neighborhoods throughout the city.
She made sure that everyone got involved, that
everyone played their part.”
Pat’s nephew Christopher Newcomb closed the
program. While he echoed the sentiments of all the
eloquent speakers who preceded him, he also offered
a glimpse into the loving role that Pat played for her
two adored nephews, Chris and Peter. He and his
brother were often folded into whatever adventures
that she and Reggie planned and he also noted her
newfound delight in collecting books and postcards
for his 5-year-old daughter, Ava. I think all would
agree with his final remark that Aunt Pat most
certainly had “a life well-lived.”
The afternoon event concluded with a reception
provided by Pat’s nephew Christopher Newcomb on
behalf of her family.
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A Letter from
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Macada McMullen Brandl ’87, Alumni Board President
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Macada Brandl ’87 (center) joins alumni Karan Rinaldo ’89, Blake Sturcke ’89, Roger Wood ’86 and Alex Helander ’83
at the Network After Work event in New York City.
Dear Wardlaw-Hartridge Alumni Community,
If you were graduated in the 1970s, you may remember me as the little girl who sat in the corner of Mrs. McMullen’s English
classroom on early dismissal Fridays. Members of the Class of 1983, especially those from hall patrol, may remember me as Sean
McMullen’s annoying little sister. Those of you from the later 1980s might know me from the field hockey team, band, chorus,
or Beacon. From the 1990s? I may have taught you Latin two days a week in the Main House of the Lower School in Plainfield
or choreographed your work on the stage in West Side Story.
In the early 2000s, you got to know me as Mrs. Brandl (yes, I married Rudy Brandl, Class of 1983, and some of you even sang
at our wedding), in the new Middle School on the Inman Avenue Campus. Recent alumni will know me from teaching Latin
and mathematics in the Upper School. You may even know me as a fellow W-H parent. However our paths may have crossed in
the past 37 years or will cross in the upcoming years, I am proud and excited to be in my first year as the President of your
Alumni Association.
Current W-H students often ask me what it was like when I went to school at W-H. They love to hear about the two separate
campuses, the 1:00 Friday dismissals, the football teams, the dress code, and the teachers that we have had in common (Mr. Jim
Howard for math and Mr. Bob Gould for biology). I tell them that it is basically still the same school with different students
trying to do their best, making lasting friendships, and finding their way through their formative years. The students also enjoy
when my former students or friends drop in to say hello so that the students can ask about their adventures at W-H (or maybe
the students just like to waste some class time…as we all have.)
I invite you to come back to W-H to share your story. I will be happy to give you a tour of the campus with its turf fields,
science labs, the new Center for Global Learning…even the AP Room has had a face-lift from the old brown chairs and tables.
Please also consider coming back for our Homecoming Day festivities to reconnect with classmates and old friends. Fall Fair and
Homecoming Day 2015 will take place Saturday, October 17.
I hope to see you soon back at The Wardlaw-Hartridge School!

Macada McMullen Brandl, Class of 1987
mbrandl@comcast.net

Alumni Events
Young Alumni Share College Advice

Seven graduates from the Class of 2014 returned to
share their early college experiences as members of a panel on
College Day. Pictured, from left, front row: Divya Mehta,
Mairead Forrest, Cliff O’Brien and Emily Wexler. Back row:
Mike Olano, Ishmael Menns and Mike Anastasiou.

Stephanie Smyczek ’13, Karolyn Gonzalez ’14 and
James Berry ’13 enjoy some pizza.
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Seven 2014 graduates from The Wardlaw-Hartridge School
shared their insight and experience with current juniors and
seniors in separate 45-minute sessions at the annual Young Alumni
College Day in Lower Snowdon on January 6. The panel consisted
of Michael Anastasiou (New York University), Mairead Forrest
(College of the Holy Cross), Ishmael Menns (New Jersey Institute
of Technology), Divya Mehta (Princeton University), Cliff O’Brien
(Dickinson College), Mike Olano (University of Richmond) and
Emily Wexler (University of Miami).
The young alumni agreed that visiting the campus, checking out
the dorms, spending time with students, attending a class and
eating at the dining hall are all important factors. The young
alumni panelists attend colleges and universities of various sizes in
both city and rural settings and gave the students perspectives on
the different environments.
Student questions covered a wide array of topics, including how
to adjust to being away from your family to making the difficult
academic transition from high school to college to debating the
merits of smaller and larger schools. Other topics included the
application process, time management, class scheduling and
campus food.
The recent graduates agreed that Wardlaw-Hartridge prepared
them for college life, especially in the classroom. This year’s panel
included two Division 1 athletes, Mairead and Ishmael, who
echoed the sentiments of their peers that time management is a
the key element in college life.
More than 30 young alumni joined faculty
and staff members for a pizza lunch in the
Oakwood Room following the panel
discussion.

Shafeeq Ibraheem ’14 (left) and Alam Merchant ’13
catch up with Mr. Bob Gould.

March Madness
Alumni gathered at the GrilleStone in Scotch Plains
for the sixth annual March Madness Party on
March 12. Pictured, from left, front row: Bill
Jenkins, Assistant Head for Institutional
Advancement, Emilie Marvosa ’85, Adam Kenny
’85, Craig Russ ’85, Lorraine Warren ’82, Linda
O’Brien ’81 and Greg Tirpak ’85. Back row: Marc
Whitken ’86, Chip Moody ’85, Rob Darden ’83,
Jason Woodridge ’87, Eric Lathrop ’77 and Rudy
Brandl ’83, Director of Communications and
Alumni Relations.
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Class Notes
Rich Rugen ’66
Rich Rugen ’66 retired on January 1,
2013, after ten years as vice president for
administration and finance at
Bloomsburg University in Pennsylvania.
He currently volunteers for the National
Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI), and
is president of the NAMI Pennsylvania
state board of directors. He and his wife
Sally have two sons and a granddaughter.
Rich and his wife live in Danville, PA.

Jack Cassell ’72
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Rick Everett ’68
Rick Everett ’68 retired in April after
40 years in the newspaper business. He
spent the last 37 of them at The StarLedger. His 10-year tenure as managing
editor included two Pulitzer Prizes. He is
now into growing vegetables and playing
golf. Rick lives in Denville, NJ, with his
wife of 42 years, Mary.

Greg Casagrande ’81
As part of the Colgate Day of Impact,
the Presidents’ Club and the Common
Good Network presented the first
Colgate Impact Award to Greg
Casagrande (W-H ’81, Colgate ’85).
The Colgate Impact award recognizes a
member of the Colgate community who
has shown exemplary leadership in
working toward the Common Good.
Greg is the Founder of SPBD
Microfinance Network, the leading
microfinance institution in the South
Pacific. Through SPBD, Greg has
provided over $60 million in microenterprise financing plus small business
training to over 40,000 poor but
aspiring women micro-entrepreneurs in
Samoa, Tonga, Fiji and the Solomon
Islands. Greg is also the founder of
MicroDreams, a microfinance
acceleration fund and Transformative
Ventures LLC, a Microfinance advisory
company.
“I am especially proud that we have
found a way to work directly with poor
but aspiring women to provide them
with meaningful economic opportunity
so that they can grab onto a rung of the
economic ladder and begin to pull
themselves and their families
permanently out of poverty. I’m equally
proud that we have also developed a
model that enables us to replicate and
scale these efforts so that we can provide
the proverbial “hand-up” and make a
positive impact for tens of thousands of
families,” Greg said.
Susan Link ’82
Susan Link ’82 has lived in
Morganton, NC for the past 14 years
and is happily married and will be
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Jack Cassell ’72 (right) was featured
on an episode of American Pickers, the
History Channel program that follows
antique experts touring the country for
hidden gems. Frank Fritz and the
American Pickers crew stopped at Jack's
house in Eustis, FL and they loved all of
the unique accent pieces he has amassed
for his theatrical prop rental business.

celebrating her 24th anniversary this
October. She recently accepted a new
job with Burke County Department of
Social Service with a new title as
Processing Assistant IV, Child Protective
Services. Her son Sean, who has been
attending Burke Middle College, will be
graduating high school with just a few
credits shy of an Associate’s Degree. He
is very interested in Forensic Psychology.
Susan sends her regards from North
Carolina, where she knows it was
warmer than New Jersey this past winter!
Chip Moody ’85
The United Nations started a program
back in 2007 to allow continuation of
conference sessions while having asbestos
removed from their main conference and
general assembly buildings. Video
Corporation of America was responsible
for getting Audio/Visual hardware
installed in the temporary North Lawn
building, and then again in subsequent
years when the conference building and
general assembly were ready for
renovation. Chip Moody ’85 was
responsible for writing software that not
only automated and consolidated control
of equipment in each of the 20+ rooms,
but also for the central video
distribution, media asset recording and
video conferencing systems used by
those rooms. The company is just now
in early 2015 doing final cleanup for
what has been a three-phase project
spanning eight years! Chip’s company is
currently putting the finishing touches
on the audio/visual portion of
renovations at the United Nations.

40th Reunion Plans Underway!
There will be a combined 40th reunion including the Wardlaw and Hartridge
Classes of 1975 and 1976 and also the first merged W-H Class of 1977 at Fall
Fair and Homecoming Day on Saturday, October 17, 2015. Please save the date!
For more information, contact reunion representatives Bob Geller ’75 at
robert@atlanticcg.com, Greg Siegelman ’75 at gsiegelman@yahoo.com and
Eric Lathrop ’77 at eric.lathrop@lpl.com.

Roger Wood ’86

Neil Bressler ’90
Neil Bressler ’90 moved to Weston, FL
with wife Jessica and two kids. He is
starting his own medical business
specializing in osteoarthritis, specifically
knees. He tries to keep in touch with a
few classmates in south Florida.

John Badalamenti ’05
Congratulations, Newlyweds!

Lindsay Hegna ’01
Congratulations to Lindsay Hegna
Davis ’01 and her husband Jason, on the
birth of their son, William Kane, who
was born on February 13, 2015. He
joins big brother Christopher Owen, 3.
Lauren Fedechena ’01

Mike Kallner ’06

and

Lauren Fedechena ’01 was recently
engaged to Austin Jenkins. They haven’t
set a date yet, but they are looking
forward to having their friends and
family come together for their wedding!

John Badalamenti ’05 and his bride
Brittany were married December 28, 2014
at Crescent Avenue Church in Plainfield.
Family members join them for a photo
during the reception at the Ryland Inn.
From left, Sal Badalamenti, Jean
Badalamenti, the newlyweds, Catherine
Badalamenti ’12, Mark Badalamenti ’08
and wife Michelle Badalamenti. The
happy couple reside in San Francisco.

Ivy

Mara Capps ’02

Mara Capps ’02 has done makeup for
many celebrities, none more famous
than Barack Obama, President of the
United States. Mara enjoyed the
opportunity to pose for a photo with the
President after making him look good
for an event this winter.

Oak

Roger Wood ’86 served as one of the
keynote speakers during Fashion Week
in New York City in February. Roger is
the Chief Marketing Officer and
Creative Director for Orion, the latest
company to debut a product that fits
into the wearable tech realm. He made
his presentation at the Brand Innovators
conference on Friday, February 20, 2015
at the Sony Building in New York City.
Ruby by Orion is a connected
accessory that can be worn on a lapel,
blouse, necklace or bag strap. The
device, made with precious metals and
adorned with crystals, allows users to
communicate with one another in a
hands-free, wireless manner.
“Ruby is our statement on how
fashion, technology and culture should
intersect,” Roger said. “When consumers
buy technology, functionality or utility
often act as a driving force. When
consumers buy luxury, craftsmanship
and experience guide their decisions. We
designed Ruby for the space where
design and technology converge.”
Wood’s speech, “The Future of
Fashion Accessories” outlined the four
structural trends that will transform the
fashion accessories market in the next
decade, as Fashion, Technology and Pop
Culture intersect in ways previously
unimagined. Wood is regarded as one of
the most respected brand and design
minds in the mobile industry. His career
has included design and brand work at
Motorola, Reebok, Ralph Lauren, and
Hearst Magazines as well as his own
design firm.

Mike Kallner ’06 rode in the Police
Unity Tour representing Plainfield
Police, where he works as a narcotics
detective. Mike’s trip started in Florham
Park, NJ and he rode over 300 miles in
four days to the National Law
Enforcement Memorial in Washington,
(continued on page 34)
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D.C. Thousands of police officers from
all over the country, as well as many
other countries, participated in the
event. The riders raised 2 million dollars
that will go toward the memorial fund
and help the families of officers that died
last year in the line of duty.
“I rode in honor of an officer that was
killed in Texas and I had the honor of
meeting his 8-year-old son in person in
DC. It was such a humbling experience
that can’t be described in words. I plan
to continue training for next year, and
I’ve already signed up to do the
challenge ride where we bike 500 miles
in the same four days,” Mike said.
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Sravan Panuguanti ’06
Sravan Panuguanti ’06 recently
completed medical school at PCOM in
Philadelphia and will be starting his
residency training in Urological Surgery
at the Rowan University Hospitals in
Southern New Jersey this summer.
Sravan encourages any W-H students
who are interested in a career in
medicine to contact him.
Zachary Schwartz ’08
Zachary Schwartz ’08, a Westfield
native and CFO of Portlight LLC,
announced the launch of
www.goportlight.com on March 1,
2015. GoPortlight.com is an online store
providing consumers a selection of
home, toy, and outdoor products.
Schwartz co-founded Portlight at
Quinnipiac University in 2010 alongside
Nathan Hirsch and Connor Gillivan.
The three began the company selling
textbooks on the Amazon marketplace
out of their dorm rooms. Shortly after
starting the company, Portlight began
selling home and toy products. Over the
past five years, Portlight has maintained
high customer ratings and reviews, and
the company remains a top third party
seller on the Amazon marketplace.
In the summer of 2012 after
graduating from Quinnipiac University
in Hamden, CT, Schwartz was accepted
into the MBA program at Rollins’
Crummer Graduate School of Business
in Winter Park, FL. As a result, Portlight
relocated to Winter Park and opened up
their first office where operations are

currently carried out. He completed his
MBA in the summer of 2014.
Bianca LaBarbera ’09
Bianca LaBarbera ’09 will be going to
Costa Rica this summer with VIDA
Volunteers to help spay and neuter
animals.
Anthony Martin ’10

Anthony Martin ’10 attended a
Developers Conference in San Francisco.
At a two day hackathon, he got together
with three other developers to come up
with an innovative project using one of
the sponsor’s tools. His team’s project
was one of the finalists out of 100 teams.
Wardlaw Warriors ’11

WARRIORS REUNION - Five
friends and classmates from the Class of
2011, who were dubbed the “Wardlaw
Warriors” by their W-H soccer coach
Mike Romeo, enjoyed a reunion at a
college graduation party for Ian English
’11 (right), who graduated from
Catholic University of America. Joining
Ian, from left: Manan Patel ’11, Tommy
Haborak ’11, Zach Rauch ’11 (holding
the original Wardlaw Warriors photo
from 2011) and David Pinkowski ’11.

Hannah Lipper ’11
Hannah Lipper ’11 graduated a term
early from Bennington College in
December 2014 and just started her
Master’s program at Boston University
School of Public Health this January,
concentrating in Social & Behavioral
Sciences.
Liana Valentino ’12
Liana Valentino ’12, who is studying
actuarial science and data science with a
minor in finance at the College of
Charleston, received some attention
from the press for her use of analytics in
predicting the college basketball brackets
for March Madness. Liana’s strategy was
to generate multiple sets of rankings,
then determine the probability that each
particular team will make it to a specific
round. Using this approach, she was able
to combine the results of multiple
methods instead of having to decide on
one to use for the entire bracket. The
formula led to a prediction of Kentucky
winning the national title, which did not
come true and once again proves that
athletic events are not won on paper.
Zach Bialik ’13
Zach Bialik ’13 transferred and
flourished in his first season at Cornell
University after playing soccer for
Rutgers as a freshman. Bialik was a force
in the defensive midfield and one of the
integral cogs in the squad’s record tying
defensive performance on the year. He
stepped right into a major role, as he
started all 17 games and rarely left the
pitch. He finished the year recording
1,536 minutes played. Bialik played in
14 matches as a freshman for a Rutgers
team that was 7-11-2 overall.

Please keep in touch with your
updated contact information,
including e-mail addresses and
share your news with us! Send
an e-mail to Rudy Brandl '83,
Director of Alumni Relations
and Communications, at
rbrandl@whschool.org.
We look forward to hearing
from you!

Nina Pangan ’13
Nina Pangan was awarded The
Edward W. and Stella C. Van Houten
Writing Fellow by Drew University for
2015. Van Houten Writing Fellows
support Writing Intensive and Writing
in the Major courses. Nina will be
working with a full time professor as the
Writing Fellow for the Writing Intensive
College Seminar, designed for transfer
students and Spring admits.
Aside from the fellowship, in her
freshman year she played for the Drew
University Women’s soccer team in
which they won the Landmark
Conference, and went to the Division 3
NCAA tournament.
Cliff O’Brien ’14

Taylor Gerhart ’14
Coming off a three-game winning
streak at the season opening University
of North Carolina-Pembroke
Invitational, freshman shortstop Taylor
Gerhart was named the Peach Belt
Conference’s Softball Freshman of the
Week.
Gerhart hit .417 and had an
impressive start to her collegiate career
by helping the Braves go 3-2 in their

In Memoriam
Family and Friends
Salvatore Badalamenti, father of John
’05, Mark ’08 and Catherine ’12, died
April 10, 2015

season-opening tournament at home last
weekend. The freshman picked up five
hits in 12 at-bats and tacked on six RBI
in her first five games.
Her five hits were highlighted by a
two-run home run against WinstonSalem, the first of her collegiate career,
while she logged a .833 slugging
percentage and a .500 on base
percentage for the weekend.

Alumni/ae
Alex Clarke W-H ’08 died May 11, 2015
Monta R. Merryweather H ’41
died February 5, 2015
Clara French VDS ’33
died January 5, 2015

Brett Mackay, father of Aubrey ’19, died
March 29, 2015

Michael Zucker ’90 died
December, 27, 2014

Helen Brown, former W-H history teacher
and mother of Roxane Brown-Campello
’79, died January 28, 2015

John M. Edwards ’82 died
August 20, 2014
Patricia Eckels Willett VDS ’53
died January 18, 2014
Peter Everett W ’66 died August 18, 2013

and

Regional Events
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Carol Harris, grandmother of Hope
Gallagher ’08 and Daniel Gallagher ’15,
died January 17, 2015

Ivy

On March 6, Lieutenant Colonel
Paul Culberson, professor of military
science at Dickinson College, formally
contracted Clifford T. O’Brien, III ’14
with a 3.5-year Army ROTC
Scholarship. The ceremony was attended
by Erik Rodney, senior military
instructor and recruiting operations
officer, Thomas Andersen, assistant
professor of military science, fellow
cadets as well as Cliff ’s parents, Cliff and
Linda O’Brien ’81 and his brother,
Brendan O’Brien ’16. The Dickinson
Reserve Officers Training Corps, known
as the Blue Mountain Battalion, is a
leadership program that develops
students, known as cadets, into future
officers in the U.S. Army.

Above: Alumni/ae gathered at The Four Seasons MKT Restaurant in San Francisco
for a Bay Area Alumni Reunion on May 7. Pictured, from left: Sandra Morse Coleman
’54, John Badalamenti ’05, Denton Desquitado ’88, Bill Jenkins, Assistant Head for
Institutional Advencement, Greta Kuhlthau Mitchell ’53, Len Flaherty, Deborah Repp
Flaherty ’65, Michael Coleman and Elizabeth Perkins Sternberg ’62.

Brooke Selitto ’02, Katie
Vetland ’02,and Lauren
Fedechena ’01 join host
Roger Wood ’86 at the
Network After Work event
in New York City on
April 23.
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By Ted Osborne ’71
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Sal Badalamenti (rear center) with his sons Mark ’08 (left) and John ’05, daughter Catherine ’12 and wife
Jean in front of Lake Keowee in South Carolina in March 2015.
As we go through life we meet people who are truly brilliant, or truly caring, kind, or humble or giving, but it is so rare to
meet someone who embodies all of these values. Anyone who had the pleasure of knowing Sal Badalamenti knows that this
past spring we lost a superb and kind-hearted gentleman who was a true friend to the school and an important contributor
to the local community.
I use the word gentleman here because I think it’s a word that has real meaning when you think of Sal. His gentle
disposition and handsome grin were trademarks of a man who knew how to make everyone feel welcome and comfortable
around him.
Jean and Sal Badalamenti have been generous and intensely loyal to many causes, and especially to Wardlaw-Hartridge,
having seen all three of their children educated here. Jean and Sal have served in many ways as inspirations to us all. Jean
was a member of the Board of Trustees for 19 years and Sal was intimately involved with many capital campaigns. Through
his leadership we were able to raise the funds to build the Lower School, refurbish the Upper School science labs and
renovate and expand the Middle School. He would talk about “paying it forward” by investing in the children to come as
others had invested before him. Someone once said that with his soft and humble persuasion he could talk a dog off a meat
wagon. But you could also always count on him to be flipping hamburgers or popping popcorn at Fall Fair and supporting
W-H athletes through all seasons.
Most of all, Sal gave us an example of a man who understood the importance of family and friends. He was always giving
with his time and his wealth.
Sal was an interested and interesting man and was, and will always be the most capable guy I have ever met. There was
never a problem he couldn’t solve or challenge he could not conquer until he was with faced his final trial. Unfortunately as
hard as he tried, he couldn’t beat the cancer that took him.
The Aztecs believed that people die three times: first when our hearts stop beating, second when our bodies decompose
back to the earth, and the third when our names are spoken for the last time. At Wardlaw-Hartridge, the name Sal
Badalamenti will never die, as it is written in classrooms, in the halls, on many recognition plaques, and even on a green and
gold John Deere tractor.
We will always miss him. He made our lives richer in so many ways and I feel blessed to call him my friend.
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133rd Convocation Day
First Day of School
September 17
Lower School
Back to School Night
September 24
Middle School
Back to School Night
October 1
Upper School
Back to School Night
October 10
Admission Information Session
October 12-16
Wardlaw-Hartridge Spirit Week
October 16
Fall Fair Pep Rally
October 17
Fall Fair and
Homecoming Day
October 17
Alumni Soccer Game
October 17
Alumni Awards Ceremony
and Reception
October 30
Lower School Halloween Parade
November 13-15 Fall Play
December 3
Upper School Art Show and
Winter Concert
December 10
Middle School Winter Concert
December 18
Lower School Winter Concert
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COLLEGE BOUND

Students from the Class of 2015 gather for the traditional group photo wearing t-shirts and sweatshirts reflecting their
colleges and universities of choice. Congratulations to our newest Wardlaw-Hartridge alumni!

