What’s Inside

Barbara Drake unpacks flowers to be planted in the garden as
fourth grade students prepare the soil on Earth Day.

Stella DeSantis ’28 carries flowers to her
Pre-K class garden bed.

This magazine was printed on 100% Forest Stewardship
Council certified recycled paper with 15% post consumer
waste using soy based inks. The FSC works to promote
the practice of sustainable forestry worldwide.
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Photo by Rudy Brandl ’83
Lower School students celebrated Earth Day on April 22
by planting flowers in garden boxes near the playground.
Barbara Drake, Coordinator of Sustainability, organized the
day’s events, which began with a ribbon cutting ceremony.
Students and teachers from Pre-K to fifth grade used
garden tools to turn over the soil and worked in groups to
plant flowers. Some classes also used materials from the
compost to help their flowers grow.
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A Letter from
Andrew Webster, Head of School
Dear Wardlaw-Hartridge Community,
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What is the place of environmental
sustainability at The Wardlaw-Hartridge
School? It does not appear specifically in
our mission statement, and when that
statement was crafted in 2006
environmental sustainability was not a
central topic of conversation at the school.
Since then, however, it has emerged as
one important area of emphasis within the
concept of global interconnection that is
fundamental to our mission.
Across all divisions of the school, we
share a deeply felt goal that our students
need to engage with the difficult issues
Andrew Webster, Head of School, watches a group of Lower School students
faced by the world. To become global
plant flowers in the garden.
citizens, our students need to develop an
understanding of the obligations a person
of integrity feels toward all of humanity and of the power they can achieve to address issues that
affect us in the United States and worldwide. Environmental sustainability is one of those issues, and
making decisions that include consideration of environmental sustainability is one of those
obligations. Some of those decisions may be about individual or family-level energy use or recycling,
and some may be broader, at the workplace or within the realm of politics.
At Wardlaw-Hartridge, we have concluded that one of our obligations is to reduce energy use and
our carbon footprint, and we have acted on that in ways described in the letter on the facing page.
In the last five years, we have reduced our energy use by approximately 35%, and reduced our carbon
footprint even further. We have also expanded our efforts within our curriculum to educate students
about issues such as biodiversity loss, climate change, access to clean water, and the functioning of
healthy ecosystems. Topics such as these are explored in several Upper School and Middle School
courses, in the Global 20/20 Challenge program in 7th grade, in the nascent gardening program in
Lower School, in the student-run Green Club, in our Business Office, and in administrative and
Board-level policy discussions.
We can and will do more in the coming years to meet our school’s obligations as a public citizen
and we will continue to strengthen our students’ understanding of issues of environmental
sustainability.

Best regards,

Andy Webster
Head of School
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A Letter from
Seth Austin, Business and Facilities Manager
Dear Wardlaw-Hartridge Community,
The Wardlaw-Hartridge School is a leader in global
learning and interconnection and our community
recognizes sustainability and environmental responsibility as
a cornerstone of that mission. As we have begun to move
forward, we have been able to accomplish three goals
simultaneously:
• Move toward a higher level of responsible sustainability;
• Lead our student community toward environmental
responsibility through our example;
• Realize significant financial benefits along the way

and

The environmental impact of this initiative has been impressive. Our carbon footprint has been reduced by over two million
pounds of CO2 so far. For those who would like to track our power generation and the resulting environmental impact, please
go to whschool.org and click on the News tab for Sustainability or scan the QR code below:

Oak

Seth Austin (right) looks over facility plans with Leaford
Since 2009, we have worked with our consultants, The
Thompson, Superintendent of Buildings and Grounds.
Stone House Group, on several projects designed to reduce
energy costs and our carbon footprint. They helped us
negotiate a power purchase agreement which involved the installation of a solar array. We now produce 25% of our electricity
through this solar array and have reduced electricity costs by about $27,000 annually.

Ivy
As impressive as our solar array is, it’s only the beginning. Whether it’s Haley Needle ’13 providing the impetus to eliminate
the use of plastic water bottles through the installation of filtered bottle fillers on our water fountains, or Mrs. Joanne Jacobson’s
first grade class researching the impact of using Styrofoam plates in our cafeteria (We have since begun using “real” plates and
flatware), Wardlaw-Hartridge is instilling a palpable sense of environmental responsibility in all of our students.
Other changes that are less apparent to the students but equally impactful have been undertaken as well. The Stone House
Group has guided us in the systematic replacement of our climate control equipment with highly efficient and economical
upgrades. Once again these changes have resulted in financial benefits for the School while meeting our goal of improved
sustainability. Additional projects are evolving continually. A few weeks ago we began the installation of our first LED lighting
systems in a number of classrooms. These fixtures use about 30% of the power required by standard fluorescent lights. As a
result of rebates and management tools, these fixtures will pay for themselves within two years and will generate savings for the
School from that point forward.
A green roof project and other exciting initiatives are on the horizon. We look forward to the continuing journey as all of us,
students and adults alike, learn to be better stewards of our environment.
Best regards,

Seth Austin
Business & Facilities Manager
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Wardlaw-Hartridge Embraces
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The Wardlaw-Hartridge School is doing its part
to save the planet. Through a partnership with
The Stone House Group, the school has
dramatically reduced its carbon footprint and
enjoyed significant financial savings in the
process.
W-H invested in an energy audit and The
Stone House Group prepared an integrated
approach to energy management, education and
sustainability. The consulting firm, which
specializes in energy management, recommended
a proper alignment of mission, facilities and
sustainability. The combination of an
organizational mission, environmental
stewardship and facilities stewardship has
produced optimum performance and fantastic
results. The Board of Trustees approved an
investment of funds in this project, which has
yielded significant returns.
Since 2009, the school has boasted double-digit
percentages in several key performance areas.
Within the last five years, W-H has:
• Reduced its grid electric consumption by 14%
• Reduced its natural gas consumption by 13%
• Generated between 18-20% of electricity on site with
solar power
• Reduced its carbon dioxide emissions by 28%
“The school has done a good job conserving energy,” said
Larry Eighmy, principal of The Stone House Group
consulting firm. “The school has made significant progress
with the facility and has the curriculum piece in place with
the teachers. Your results are significant.”
How does Wardlaw-Hartridge stack up against other
independent schools within the realm of environmental
sustainability? Since 2009, the school has reduced its Annual
Energy Consumption per Gross Square Foot from 105.3 to
68.14 MBTU, which is well below the 94.0 average for
Independent Day Schools surveyed. During that same span,
W-H has reduced its Annual Cost per Gross Square Foot
from $2.78 to $2.11, a savings of 25 percent.
“There has been a positive financial impact on the school as
well,” said Seth Austin, Business and Facilities Manager at
W-H. “We have saved well over $100,000 in energy costs
already with much more savings projected as we move
forward. In addition, we’re expecting about $115,000 in
government rebates and incentives over the next couple of
years. These impactful benefits have been the result of a
modest investment.”

“Wardlaw-Hartridge’s experience illustrates the fact that by
doing it smart, going green doesn’t cost more money,” Mr.
Eighmy added. “You can save money, which can be recycled
to a higher purpose.”
The Stone House Group has designed a comprehensive
approach to energy management that combines community
involvement, education and facility improvements. While this
approach requires high levels of research, planning and
program maintenance, the reduction in energy usage and the
lower costs of procurement are dramatic.
W-H has taken a multi-tiered approach to promoting
environmental sustainability in the community. The school
has upgraded its facilities, enhanced its curriculum and
increased awareness. Haley Needle ’13 founded the Green
Club in 2010 and a led a spirited group of Upper School
students in various energy conservation initiatives, including
the installation of three water filling stations that have
reduced the number of plastic bottles used by almost 20,000.
Educating our youth to understand the importance and value
of saving the environment is a key step to the continued
success of this undertaking.
Wardlaw-Hartridge took significant steps toward promoting
energy saving awareness when it appointed Barbara Drake as
its first Coordinator of Environmental Sustainability in 2011.
Drake and two colleagues, first grade teacher Joanne Jacobson
and third grade teacher Katherine Heiss, recently earned their
Certificates of Achievement from the New Jersey Learns
Keystone Program for Introduction to Education for
Sustainability.

Environmental Sustainability
By Rudy Brandl ’83

An aerial view of The WardlawHartridge School campus, which
includes an impressive array of
solar panels.
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The Lower School teachers have integrated sustainability into
their curriculum and the first and third grade students visited
Princeton Academy in March to teach other students about
composting. Drake is the advisor to the Upper School Green
Club and also oversees the garden.
“Now is the time to help the students understand,” Mr.
Eighmy said. “We talk about habits and changing behavior.
How do we get every child to turn off the lights? It’s important
to get them to understand how the building is heated and
cooled. We have to allow the students to connect and
understand it and then they’ll push for composting and all of
those things.”
There are naysayers who believe it’s too late to save the
planet. Changing behavior can be very difficult, especially for
people who believe it won’t make a difference in the short term
or the long run.
“I have to believe there is hope and it’s not too late,” said
James Hayes, a senior associate at The Stone House Group who
has a 9-month old son and uses a renewable fuel source to heat
his home. “We’re seeing lots of good signs.”
Wardlaw-Hartridge is implementing many of these positive
steps, but still has much work to do.
“There is carbon in the air and we’re still doing things we
should not do, but people need to live more sustainably,” Mrs.
Drake said. “We know better, so we should do better.” ❉

20,000 and counting...Charlotte Sweeney ’16 fills
a reusable stainless steel water bottle at the filling
station in the main hallway across from the AP
Room. The three filing stations on campus have
saved a combined total of 20,000 plastic bottles
and that number is climbing every day.
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Lower School Students Enjoy
Outdoor Classroom Experience
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By Joanne Jacobson and Katherine Heiss
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The first and third graders began their composting
studies out in the woods behind The Wardlaw-Hartidge
School. The W-H maintenance crew cleared a path and
the wooded site is a perfect learning space for the young
students, who were accompanied by teachers Jennifer
Molloy, Joanne Jacobson and Katherine Heiss.
A short walk in the woods led to a clearing with a
long log that lies diagonally in the middle. This log
became a very useful bench for all of the students to sit
on. While out there, all of our senses were immersed in
this brand new environment. For some, it was their first
time out in the woods. For others, it was a familiar
atmosphere. In either case, the purpose of studying
composting instantly became real and very exciting.
Although we were still on school property, it felt like we
were many miles away. The trees completely shaded our
view of any buildings nearby. All we could hear was the
sound of the breeze in the trees and the birds chirping
above our heads.
Students pondered the question “How does the forest
stay clean?” How enlightening it was for our younger students to realize that what comes
from nature, goes back into nature completely effortlessly. To study decomposition, we
buried apple cores in the ground, and staked the burial site. We revisited over a week later
to check on the cores and were dumbfounded to find no substantial evidence of our apples!
Hence, we learned the beauty of real science: that so much is beyond our control, and to
expect the unexpected.
As scientists, we needed proof of what happened to our apples. So we buried them in a
plastic bin in our classroom with dirt from our outdoor learning space. Every few days,
first graders examined the cores with magnifying glasses and recorded the decomposition
process in our “Learnals.”
After our apple core experiment was complete, we dove into the process of collecting
fruit peels and cores for composting at lunch. Students now knew exactly what would
happen to the fruit parts that we would collect, and they were excited to begin the process.
Soon all of the students in the Lower School were eager to fill our buckets each day with
compostable food remains. Students used materials from the compost to fertilize their
gardens on Earth Day.
“There is no better way to learn about the environment than to literally be out in the
woods. The children of this generation are in dire need of time and space to be unplugged
from their electronic devices and removed from their normal classrooms in order to literally
breathe in and breathe out all that sustains us. I am very proud to have been the first
teacher, along with Mrs. Heiss and Mrs. Molloy, to bring our students out to a new part of
the school that has never been used as a classroom before,” Mrs. Jacobson said.
The wooded area in the back of the school is certainly not a vast, unlimited space, but it
is enough to provide a perfect learning space for those who seek it. An outdoor classroom
provides not only a new place to learn, but also an interactive learning environment in
which we can fully experience and be inspired by the very thing that we are working hard
to protect – nature. ❉

First and Third Graders Teach
Peers About Composting

By Joanne Jacobson
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Third graders Nicholas Vargas ’23, Jayne Ritter ’23,
Jamei Schenck ’23 and Varleine Coq ’23 show off
their composting canisters.
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The first and third graders were invited to Princeton
Academy of the Sacred Heart on February 26, 2014 to teach
their students about composting. The Academy has a
program that highlights students who are stewards of the
Earth. The young W-H students were asked to be their
“Environmental Heroes” for the week.
Our first and third graders presented our program to 130
students in grades ranging from Junior Kindergarten
through fourth grade. Our third graders began the assembly
by sharing interesting facts about garbage and
decomposition. Garbage was categorized into three main
types. We explained that there is “A+ garbage,” the type
that completely breaks down and decomposes, the good
garbage, which is recyclable, and the bad garbage that does
not break down and leaches chemicals into the Earth, like
Styrofoam. The first graders enhanced the presentation by
holding up different types of garbage for everyone
to see.
The audience was entertained by a short, lively video of
worms that sing a rap version of “Composting is a Way to
Recycle” while the first and third graders sang along. There
were also videos ready to share that were made by some of
the third graders and their families, with their own versions
of songs to help teach about composting.
To help the Academy students get started, the W-H
students gave them small plastic bins to put fruit and
vegetable scraps in. Along with that, the first and third
graders provided a real sense of purpose and a great deal of
encouragement to get them on their way. The W-H
students left them with the message:

If WE can do it,
YOU can do it!
First grade teacher Joanne Jacobson and a group of
students use materials from the compost in their garden.
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W-H Teachers Earn
Sustainability Certification
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By Rudy Brandl ’83
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Joanne Jacobson, Katherine Heiss and Barbara Drake proudly display their sustainability certificates.
Wardlaw-Hartridge faculty members Barbara Drake, Katherine Heiss and Joanne Jacobson earned their Certificates of
Achievement from the New Jersey Learns. They participated in the Keystone Program for Introduction to Education for
Sustainability. All three W-H teachers are passionate about saving the environment and now they have official
certification as sustainability instructors.
“I have long been committed to living in a way that is respectful to our earth,” Mrs. Heiss said. “Bringing passion and
commitment to this generation is paramount to their future. Students need to be mindful and aware that their everyday
moves create their future for better or worse. This certification presented an opportunity to learn how best to create
lasting changes and link to a network of like-minded individuals with similar goals.”
The certification course was rigorous and demanding, with more than 80 hours of class work. The course work
included a two-day introduction to environmental sustainability, a five-day intensive program and 20 hours of
e-learning and practicum. Applicants were assessed based on their potential to work collaboratively with their green
team to be a catalyst for change in their community or school. This was demonstrated by their leadership experience,
orientation to teamwork and team-building, and goals for applying Education for Sustainability to accelerate the shift
toward sustainability.
“I wanted to be part of a Sustainable Jersey,” Mrs. Drake said. “Sustainable Jersey is a certification program for
municipalities in New Jersey that want to go green, save money, and take steps to sustain their quality of life over the
long term. Edison is one of the “Sustainable Jersey” communities. The exposure and training will be helpful to any
teacher, community leader, administrator, business owner or parent.”
“My training through NJ Learns has taught me a great deal about our current environmental challenges, and how to
work within my school community to promote positive change. I was fortunate enough to be part of a group of
dedicated and diverse individuals from different fields who came together for one unified purpose – to make a
difference in the world by promoting sustainability in our communities,” Mrs. Jacobson added. “At a very young age,
our students are capable of caring deeply and working hard to make life better on the planet. My students inspire me
to never give up on what is important. I am proud of what we have accomplished so far, and I look forward to
continuing and expanding upon this valuable work in the future.” ❉

Middle School Students Lead
“Stop Idling” Campaign
By Andrea Barnett

Middle School students Aanandi Murlidharan ’19, Dazyln Erachshaw ’19 and
Lily Helander ’19 were part of a seventh grade group that led a campaign to stop
idling to save the environment.
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Seventh grader Sarah Hoffman ’19
was particularly influenced by the
project. One group of students was
asked to speak to students in all three
divisions and to the Parents’ Association
at one of its meetings. Sarah was one of
the students who prepared for that
aspect of the job.
“Not only did I learn how the whole
climate change thing is happening, I
really learned a lot about myself and my
leadership capabilities,” Sarah said.
She continued to explain the impact it
had at home: “My parents have stopped
idling the car, even to the point of
apologizing to me for it being so cold in
the car because they didn’t want to idle!”
So during the coldest days of January,
the class was talking about a warming
planet. The students learned that the
polar vortex is caused by excessive
warming trends at other
times in the year and
agreed that maybe
“Global Warming” should
really be called, “Global
Weirding!” ❉

and

action. The seventh grade agreed that
fossil fuels seem to be the biggest culprit
to the atmosphere and if each person
reduces his own carbon footprint he
could make a difference. They identified
that there are a lot of cars at the school
picking up students and running for
long periods of time putting unnecessary
waste into our atmosphere.
The class embarked on a “No Idling
Campaign.” They made posters with QR
codes that would take the reader to an
avatar which would give them more
information about what idling does and
put these around the school. They also
raised awareness and funds with a
bake sale and a raffle basket of
environmentally friendly products. The
funds raised ($220) are going to Polar
Bear International, which funds Arctic
research and outreach.
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The record low temperatures in the
winter of 2013-14 seemed at first to be
an odd backdrop to the topic of Global
Warming being studied by seventh grade
students at The Wardlaw-Hartridge
School. But when out of every radio
chimed, “…brought on by the polar
vortex,” I knew we had a teachable
moment.
The Challenge 20/20 program in the
seventh grade curriculum requires the
class to find a global issue to study and
find a solution to the problem. The
class was drawn into the issue by some
videos of the current plight of native
Polar Bears in the arctic environment.
The students were given topics within
Climate Change to research and write
about. They wrote articles on a special
Web page and then read each other’s
pages and made comments. Dev
Dasondi ’19 read and wrote about the
effect of the world’s population growth
on climate change.
“It really concerns me how large the
world’s population will be in 2050, and
the amount of carbon each of those
people will put into our atmosphere,”
Dev said. “I wonder what we could
invent to use up all that carbon and get
it out of the air.”
Students learned about the Kyoto
Protocols, the effect of climate change
on animals, the science and history
behind it, what role humans play and
many other topics. They also researched
and taught each other about the various
sources of energy that are
used around the world.
They were made aware
that there are choices to
be made and hopefully
this introduction will give
them the background they
need to understand the
issues when they appear in
the news.
The third part of the
project was to take some
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W-H Students Learn to Become
“Earth’s Stewards”
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By Barbara Drake, Coordinator of Sustainability
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Gardens and gardening have been with us since huntergatherers made the connection between seeds and plants many
thousands of years ago. Once the connection was made,
gardening began.
Early gardens allowed nomadic tribes to become selfsustaining. They could give up searching for food, settle in one
area, and rely on what they grew themselves. They could grow
far more food than they needed, they could store food for lean
times, and they could share food with others. The vagaries of
climate and weather notwithstanding, their lives were
sustainable and most of what they took from Earth they
returned in the form of compost and fertilizer.
Sustainable communities
developed, community
members who didn’t garden
could trade tasks for food, and
people began to enjoy leisure
time activities that eventually
formed the basis for global
cultures. Thank goodness there
was no 24-hour passive
entertainment such as television
in those days. Can you imagine
a world without reading,
writing, art or music?
When Lower School children
are given the opportunity to
garden, they begin to see the
world as a place that physically
sustains all life, provides space
to play and learn, requires care
and attention, and offers food for the soul as well as the body.
In a Huffington Post article published in April of 2013,
Maria Rodale, CEO and Chairman of Rodale, Inc., wrote, “11
Reasons Why Gardening is the Perfect Metaphor for Life.”
Among her 11 reasons, my favorites are: #2. You have to have
a vision and big dreams, #4. You have to have patience, #5.
You have to learn how to deal with things that are totally out
of your control, #8. It’s hard to do it alone, and #11. It’s all
about love.

Students with vision and big dreams are motivated students.
Imagine the excitement of children who return to school in
September to discover that the pumpkin seeds they planted in
the spring have produced little pumpkins during the summer.
The gardens will follow the children as they move through the
Lower School grades; the same children will continue tending
a garden until it is time to harvest.
To continue Maria Rodale’s list of reasons why gardens are a
metaphor for life: student gardeners will have to work together
planning, planting, watering and weeding, they’ll have to be
patient as they await the results of their labors, they will have
to deal with setbacks due to weather and or pest invasions, and

they will love the freedom and many wonders to be found in
the garden environment! Children will get to realize their big
dream for the garden and, in so doing, will begin to fulfill one
of ours – the dream that they will develop respect and empathy
for all living things and that they will grow up to become
Earth’s stewards.
One doesn’t have to look far to find references to plants in
literature (Shakespeare made so many references to plants that
there are “Shakespeare gardens” all over the world), music
(bumblebees in flight), science (from Mendel’s crosses to
Monsanto’s GMOs), mathematics (germination rates and
Fibonacci spirals), geography (what plants grow where and
what impact they have on each locale), health (medicines and
poisons), history (corn, wheat, and potatoes), and art (Monet
and O’Keefe).
Gardens and gardening provide exciting enrichment
opportunities for all disciplines and I look forward to working
with Lower School teachers as they incorporate projects related
to the gardens into their respective curricula. ❉

Haley Needle ’13 Continues Living ‘Green’
By Rudy Brandl ’83
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Haley Needle ’13 understands the many
challenges facing people who strive to save the
planet. It can be extremely difficult to practice what
you preach, even for the most ardent environmental
steward.
At the beginning of her sophomore year at The
Wardlaw-Hartridge School in 2010, Haley founded
the Green Club. Her mission was to educate and
inform the school community about the many ways
in which everyone can make a difference. Haley set
realistic goals and led an active group of students in
various projects that she hopes continue to make a
positive impact on environmental sustainability long
after her graduation.
The Green Club sold reusable stainless steel water
bottles to raise money for the installation of a
filtered water station. Haley was hoping to eliminate
Haley Needle ’13 is joined by her brother, Max Needle ’16, outside the garden
the use of plastic bottles on campus. She said that
she and her classmates created.
students, teachers and staff members also were able
to save money in the long run by spending $10 on a W-H bottle and simply refilling it.
“The biggest thing we can do is stop buying so much and appreciate what we have,” Haley said. “Eating the right food is
important. It makes you feel connected with the earth. That was our incentive for making the garden.”
Haley takes great pride in the garden she built with classmates and fellow Green Club members Joe Choi ’13, Chetna
Kewalramani ’13, Ashni Mehta ’13, Kim Son ’13 and Max Hernandez-Webster ’13. They planted tomatoes, marigolds and basil
in one bed and placed squash, zucchini and cucumbers in the other. Current parent Pete Bessette and Coordinator of
Environmental Sustainability Barbara Drake helped the students.
“A bunch of students got together and we built it ourselves,” Haley said. “It was really cool. We made it with our own hands,
planted and were able to watch the plants grow. We wanted to foster something that connected us with the earth and improved
our environmental stewardship.”
Haley didn’t waste any time getting involved in green initiatives in her freshman year at Muhlenberg College. She has joined
Enact, her college’s equivalent of a Green Club. She’s already attended a green conference, taken an environmental leadership
course at the conference and enjoyed a few organic dinners with club members. ❉

W-H Faculty, Staff Members Attend Sustainability Workshop
Wardlaw-Hartridge faculty and
staff members Barbara Drake
(Coordinator of Sustainability),
Maggie Granados (Middle School
Head/Dean of Studies), Katherine
Heiss (Third Grade Teacher), Cora
Desmond-Ruiz (Sage Dining Services
Director) and Julie Hamilton (Upper
School English Teacher) attended
a workshop titled Sustainability
in Teaching, Practice, and
Design: A Whole School
Approach, at Far Hills Country
Day School on April 3. Topics
covered included Healthy &
Sustainable Food, Learning
Through Nature, Building
Green, Integrating Renewable
Energy Into Your School,

Integrating Sustainability Concepts
Into Your Curriculum, and Effective
Planning For Sustainability. The
workshops were informative and
helpful and provided a shared
experience that will prove valuable as
The Wardlaw-Hartridge School works
toward sustainability.

“I came away from the day full of
optimism,” Mrs. Drake said. “We are
in the 25% of independent schools
with a Sustainability Coordinator. We
have begun to reduce our carbon
footprint, our Lower School classes
have gardens where children can learn
to love and appreciate nature, the
Green Club has a kitchen
garden where they will
plant with perennial herbs,
we offer sustainability
courses in the Upper
School, and we are
beginning the exciting work
of integrating sustainability
into all aspects of our
school: teaching, practice
and design.” ❉
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Snowdon Global Lecture Series:
Professor Carl Hobert Teaches Students to Resolve and Prevent World Conflicts
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By Susan Ritter and Allyson Schieve

12

On Wednesday, January 29 and Thursday, January 30, Boston University Professor
Carl Hobert visited Wardlaw-Hartridge as part of the Snowdon Global Lecture Series.
The intent of this program is to incorporate outside speakers who connect the entire
school community to a local and global topic of current interest. The lecture series is
being sponsored by Wardlaw Country Day School alumnus Ted Snowdon ’65.
Professor Hobert is the founder and CEO of Axis of Hope, a Boston-based
nonprofit dedicated to helping youth develop an understanding of alternative, nonviolent approaches to resolving conflicts locally, nationally, and internationally.
Hobert taught in independent schools including Proctor Academy (New Hampshire)
for seven years and Belmont Hill School (Massachusetts) for 15 years. Hobert holds a
BA cum laude from Middlebury College, an MA in Spanish from Middlebury
College, and an MA in law and diplomacy from the Tufts Fletcher School. He is
completing his PhD at the Tufts Fletcher School, and his most recent book is Raising
Global IQ: Preparing Our Students for a Shrinking Planet (Beacon Press).
In addition to the evening lecture for the community, Hobert worked with students from both
Lower and Upper Schools, who learned how to resolve and prevent world conflicts through case-based
education. Case-based education is an instructional method where students analyze and role-play a
geo-political present-day conflict using primary source documents. Over the two days, Hobert spent
four hours with the junior class roleplaying the case entitled “Whose Jerusalem?” Students were
prepared for this exercise in the days prior to the event by their history teachers, Jim O’Halloran and
Tom Gilbert. Both noted that equally as important as the historical content of the program is its
present-day application. Students were split into six teams; each team represented one faction of the
Israeli or Palestinian political system. Each faction negotiated the peace process, first with allies, and
later with opposing factions, in an attempt to understand the multi-layered nature of this situation.
Mr. O’Halloran felt the experience exceeded his expectations in that “they were quickly exposed to a
complicated historical and political situation and were able to grapple with it immediately.”
Mr. Gilbert was impressed that students readily connected history to today and noted how this builds
valuable connections studied in the AP US History class: “Students thought deeply about the subject.
Carl Hobert’s guidance was exceptional; his depth of experience and personal contact with the issue
was invaluable.” Junior Miah Hagood ’15 summed up her experience by saying: “I learned that it’s
really hard trying to negotiate - because once we make a negotiation with one group, we have to
[honor] it with the others.”
Allyson Schieve, who teaches Comparative Religion at W-H, noted that Professor Hobert “engaged
the students for four
hours of negotiations
about the Middle
East—a hotbed of
geopolitical
controversy.” Student
Jack Schildge ’15, an
ambassador for the
mock Fatah group,
explained that his group
had great difficulty
agreeing with Hamas as
they are considered
extremists: “We were
looking for peace, so we
had to find some
common ground.”
Professor Hobert interacts with a group of juniors during a conflict resolution exercise.

Professor Hobert addresses the W-H community during his evening lecture.
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During the program, Hobert also worked with 32 fifth graders in Plumeri Gym to use physical icebreakers to
illustrate the importance of compromise. Both student-groups and an administrator-group formed a human knot,
where participants had to untangle themselves from the group without breaking the chain. The exercise called for
communication and collaboration—and some fun—while serving as a metaphor for managing a complicated political
situation. These skills, Hobert contends, are essential in building global citizens.
Assisted by Gerard Gonnella ’89, the Director of the International Student Program, Professor Hobert led some
faculty in a discourse about effective ways to find and engage international students in our school community. Mr.
Gonnella felt Hobert shared his valuable insight about the changing international landscape: “I found the talk
refreshing, reaffirming, and he gave us much to consider as we develop our international program.”
Later, Mr. Hobert met with history department members and representatives from the Lower School to discuss casebased education Faculty members attended this program to learn more about this method of pedagogy, including:
Alessandra Cozzi, Allyson Schieve, Susan Ritter, Jim O’Halloran, Tom Gilbert, Maggie Granados, Nancy Duddy, Kathy
Merklinger, Kirstin Rogers, and Ellen Colandrea.
Using case-based education as an instructional technique in our classes will help launch our future Global Scholars
program. The Global Learning Guiding Coalition is developing a Global Scholars Program, which will culminate in an
endorsement on The Wardlaw-Hartridge School diploma. This designation indicates that a student must meet specific
citizen and leadership standards and also complete the five required strands of global scholarship: cross-cultural
experience, service learning, language proficiency, specific coursework, the interdisciplinary Capstone Course, and local
community participation.
The Wardlaw-Hartridge School’s vision is to create global citizens who interact across cultures in a world of
interdependence. This program helped students understand current international challenges, demonstrate positive
dispositions toward global stewardship, and live responsibly as citizens of the world. Junior Mohammed Nizam ’15
sums up his reaction to the day: “[As members of Likud,] we were tasked to find the best compromise in that region.
This workshop has helped us become more aware of the Arab-Israeli situation and really use our skills to compromise.”
The faculty committee selected a speaker and designed activities that would impact students in the community: to
educate and raise awareness about an important local and global issue in general, to increase faculty understanding of
project-based learning and case-based education, and to increase student acceptance of divergent viewpoints to foster
empathy. Testimonials from 11th grade students showed that the committee met its objectives. Members of the
speaker selection committee included: Corinna Crafton, Maggie Granados, Karl Miran, Nicole Nolan, Jim O’Halloran,
Ellen Ritz, Kelley Shim-Choi, Linda Coleman and Susan Ritter. ❉
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Andrew Webster, Head of School, visited the
Great Wall during his trip to China in
December 2013. Mr. Webster attended the
Eighth Confucius Institute World
Conference with approximately 2,000
delegates from universities and schools
around the world. The conference allows
schools to share experiences in providing
Chinese language instruction and the study
of Chinese culture. Mr. Webster also was
able to enjoy visits to cultural and historical
sites. The trip was funded by the Confucius
Classrooms Network.
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Mandarin teachers Alice Zhao (left) and Hua Liu supervised students, from left, Ryan Skolnick ’14, Liam O'Connell ’14,
Cliff O’Brien ’14 and Matt Handzy ’15 on a 10-day trip to China. The students visited many great landmarks including the
Forbidden City (above), Great Wall, Summer Palace and Tianamen Square.
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Eighteen Upper School students visited Italy during Spring Break and spent time in Rome, Pompeii, Sorrento and Capri. The students
walked through the Colosseum (above), Forum, Vatican and many other famous historical structures. Students on the trip were Dana
Afflu ’16, Michelle Afflu ’17, Lara Albrechcinski ’16, Michael Anastasiou ’14, Anastasia Bellisari ’15, Arianna Caiola ’16, Avery Choi
’15, Anil Kondaveeti ’16, Chase Levitt ’14, Caroline McNamara ’14, Roshun Menon ’15, Max Needle ’16, Ryan Price ’15, Astitva
Soni ’16, Brooke Sutton ’16, Ciara Varley ’16, Aryan Vavila ’16 and Lauren Yates ’16. Latin teachers Macada Brandl ’87 and Lilah
Terwilliger and Werner Brandl, father-in-law of Mrs. Brandl, chaperoned the student group.

Spanish teachers Yolanda Reyes and Maria Hinestroza led a
group of 18 students on the first half of an exchange trip to
Altair, Spain in March. The W-H students stayed with host
families, attended classes and made friends with their new
Spanish friends. They also had time to enjoy sightseeing in places
such as Cordoba, Seville, Granada, Toledo and Madrid. Melissa
DuPont ’05, daughter of Ms. Reyes, also chaperoned the student
group that included Melissa Calderon ’15, Cecily D’Amore ’16,
Nick D’Amore ’15, William Garner ’15, Jessica Gural ’14,
Rebecca Hawk ’17, Julian Hernandez-Webster ’15, Sahil
Kassam ’16, Julia Linger ’15, Neema Liverpool ’15, Mohammed
Nizam ’15, Brendan O’Brien ’16, Michael Olano ’14, Shruti
Patel ’15, Tal Sherman ’16, Noah Toney ’16, Jonathan Trilleras
’16 and Tyler Thompson ’16.
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School Events and Student News
Ibraheem Twins Win National
Achievement Scholarship Awards
Twin brothers Shafeeq Ibraheem ’14 and Shareef Ibraheem
’14 are among 800 black high school seniors who have won
Achievement Awards through the National Achievement
Scholarship Program.
These awards, which were announced in the local media in
April, are financed by grants from 31 corporate organizations
and professional associations and by the National Merit
Scholarship Corporation. Both W-H students received a
National Achievement Scholarship worth $2,500.
The National Achievement Scholarship Program is a
privately financed academic competition established in 1964
to honor scholastically talented Black American youth and to
provide scholarships to a substantial number of the most
outstanding participants in each annual competition.❉
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W-H Celebrates Diversity At
International Family Fun Night
International Family Fun Night, an annual treat for
the Wardlaw-Hartridge community, attracted another
large crowd in the AP Room for an evening of good
food and entertainment. W-H celebrated its diversity
with cuisine and entertainment from cultures all around
the world.
“This year’s International Family Fun Night was
special,” said Bindu Dalal, a current parent and chief
organizer of the event. “We had a tremendous response
in spite of extremely cold weather. Parents showed
enthusiasm by cooking food representing their culture,
which makes IFFN a special, family-catered
event. Students and their families showcased their
heritage with food, dances, martial arts, games and
crafts. You can’t miss the enthusiasm of the kids!”
W-H families contributed all of the food in the buffet
line, which included a vast array of Indian and Asian
delicacies. The senior class helped set up the buffet and
served food to the patrons throughout the evening. The
event raised more than $2,000 for the senior prom and
other class activities. ❉

Divya Mehta ’14
performs an Indian
dance at
International Family
Fun Night.
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Shareef Ibraheem (left) and Shafeeq Ibraheem, pictured with Susan
Swenson, Director of College Counseling, won $2,500 scholarship awards.

W-H Students Celebrate
Chinese New Year

Fifty-five students celebrated Chinese New Year with a buffet lunch and
a trip to an Asian market in East Brunswick.
The Wardlaw-Hartridge community celebrated Chinese New Year
with a series of events in late January and early February. Students in
all three divisions enjoyed the opportunity to participate in a variety
of cultural activities.
On Jan. 30, a group of 55 Middle and Upper School Chinese
language students took a bus to a Chinese buffet restaurant and then
visited an Asian market in East Brunswick to begin the celebration.
International students also attended the trip, which was coordinated
by Mandarin instructors Hua Liu and Alice Zhao. Gerard Gonnella
’89, Director of International Program, also attended the trip.
At morning meeting on Jan. 31, Chinese Club students hosted a
game of trivia. During lunch, Middle School students performed a
skit commemorating the “Year of the Horse” and presented gifts in
small red envelopes.
Lower School students visited the Chinese classes in the Oakwood
Room on Jan. 31 and Feb. 4 to participate in games, arts and crafts.
The visitors also enjoyed cultural music, videos and treats. ❉

W-H Students Attend Model United Nations Conference
In an effort to plan for the future of their
world, 23 members of the Model
United Nations club from The WardlawHartridge School spent three days confronting
the challenges of sustainable development. The
conference took place from Dec. 5-8 at the
Heldrich Hotel on the Rutgers University New
Brunswick campus. The trip was chaperoned by
Tom Gilbert and Debbie Clifford.
The theme of the conference this year was
“Sustainable Development” and students debated
on many issues pertaining to this topic including
nuclear energy, urban development, food
security, resource efficiency, ethics of modern
warfare and the digital divide.
Students listened, argued, debated, and
eventually voted on issues that could potentially
shape their world and learned a great deal about
the inner workings of the UN. The W-H
students compiled an overall debate score of 41/50, which is one of the highest scores our school has ever received.
“I was amazed at not only the large number of students that wanted to go on this trip but also the wide variety of the group in
terms of age, experience, and interests,” Divya Mehta ’14 said. “I think it really goes to show that Model UN is for anyone who cares
about the world around them and is interested in making a difference. Speaking to many of the students afterwards, it was apparent
how much they had learned and what a great time they had doing it. We can’t wait to go to more conferences later this year.” ❉
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Nikki Mugambi ’15 and Makena Mugambi ’16 enjoyed the
weekend of a lifetime and were watched by millions from around
the world as they performed with Queen Latifah at Super Bowl
XLVIII at MetLife Stadium.
Singing with the New Jersey Youth Chorus, the Mugambi
sisters accompanied Queen Latifah in “America the Beautiful”
and received a huge ovation from the crowd.
“When we first got in the stadium, there were so many
people, and the crowd right above us was taking so many pictures
of us,” Nikki said. “It was so exciting, I felt like crying or
screaming or something. When we sang, it felt like the entire
stadium was silent just listening to our voices.”
While standing on the field and singing with Queen Latifah
was memorable, Makena actually enjoyed the Friday rehearsal at
MetLife Stadium even more. She and her choir mates sang for
Queen Latifah and had the opportunity to interact with the star.
After rehearsing for their big performance, they went to Times
Square and participated in the festivities at Super Bowl Boulevard
on Friday night.
“It was all just super intense,” Makena said. “It was an
incredible experience.” ❉
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Mugambi Sisters Sing At Super Bowl

The Mugambi sisters join the New Jersey Youth Chorus at MetLife
Stadium.
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Board of Trustees Members
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Jean Badalamenti
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Jean Badalamenti filled many roles during her 19 years on the Board of Trustees. She retired from
the Board in June 2013 after nearly two decades years of service, including 12 years as a member of
the Executive Committee.
Mrs. Badalamenti, whose children, John ’05, Mark ’08 and Catherine ’12, are all proud W-H
graduates, served as treasurer for five years. She also was a member of the Finance, Building,
Marketing and Communications, Long Range Planning, Committee on Trustees and search
committees for the Head of School and Middle School Head. She also was a member of the Parents’
Association and served a Fall Fair chair.
The Badalamenti family hosted social events, receptions and fundraisers at their Scotch Plains
home. Her husband Sal served for many years on the Development Committee.
Mrs. Badalamenti enjoyed working with a group of people with diverse backgrounds and talents in
various roles on the Board. She takes great pride in the physical improvements made to the campus
in the past two decades.
“The improvements to the Edison campus, including the Panteleone Lower School, Snowdon
Library, Plumeri Gym, Sarkison Middle School entrance and classroom renovations, the new entry to
the main building, the turf fields and the updated AP Room, would not have been possible without
the dedication of the Board, the staff and W-H supporters,” she said. “Hopefully, prospective
students and their parents will understand that we take as good care of our campus as we do of our
students, raising the bar so that mediocrity is not acceptable.”
The Badalamenti family moved to South Carolina and is enjoying life on a beautiful lake with
three golf courses nearby. John and Mark are both engaged to be married in 2014 and Catherine is
finishing her sophomore year at Furman University in Greenville, SC, which is about 50 minutes
from the family’s new home. The Badalamentis still visit New Jersey often and stop by W-H to see
their many friends.
“Wardlaw-Hartridge is a special place with wonderful memories for me, my husband Sal and all
three of our children,” Mrs. Badalamenti said. ❉

Although her tenure was short, Anne Hoskins enjoyed being a part of
the Board of Trustees at The Wardlaw-Hartridge School. She and her
husband Bob Zdenek and son Chris Zdenek ’16, who attended W-H for
three years, moved to Baltimore, MD in June 2013 due to a job relocation.
Ms. Hoskins was appointed by Governor Martin O’Malley to serve as a
Commissioner on the Maryland Public Services Commission, which
regulates electric, gas, telecommunications and other utilities. Chris now
attends the Friends School of Baltimore and the family is finding some
warm similarities to Wardlaw-Hartridge.
“It’s a fascinating position and a wonderful opportunity for me to serve
the public,” Ms. Hoskins said. “Chris, Bob and I are excited to be living,
learning and working in Baltimore.”
Hoskins brought her expertise in public affairs as a corporate officer and
lawyer to the W-H Board, where she served as a member of the
Committee on Trustees.
“I enjoyed discussions with other Trustees about creative ways to address
challenges facing the school. The Board is comprised of very dedicated and
talented Trustees with diverse professional and personal experiences. As a
result, I found our group decision making to be very well informed and
effective,” Ms. Hoskins said. “I also brought the perspective as a parent of a
student who transferred into Wardlaw-Hartridge during middle school. I
think having the perspective of current and former parents is very important
as the Board considers operational matters.” ❉

Anne Hoskins

Reflect on Years of Service

Ron Starner

Oak

Ron Starner served on the Board of Trustees for 13 years and he and his
wife occupied leadership positions in many areas of the school community.
Mr. Starner was involved in the athletic program as president of the Booster
Club and his wife Jan is a former president of the Parents’ Association. He
enjoyed his years of service and remained on the Board for a decade after
his son Josh ’03 graduated.
“There’s a certain sense of camaraderie on the Board,” Mr. Starner said.
“The people on the Board are dedicated and are all there for the right
reasons. They’re focused on the mission of the school.”
Mr. Starner was instrumental in the formation of the Risk Management
Committee, which began as a task force after a recommendation from the
New Jersey Association of Independent Schools. He also served on the
Facilities and Programs committees but takes most pride in his work on
Risk Management.
“Risk management is a very integral part of the whole process that
reviews what goes on at the school,” said Mr. Starner, who has 32 years of
business experience as the owner of Bob Evans Insurance Agency in
Cranford. “It’s good governance and the Board decided it was important.
“The most important aspect of our school is the people,” Mr. Starner
added. “The Board is all very much in agreement on what’s important. We
certainly enjoyed our time there.”
Mr. Starner remains active as a business owner and likes to ballroom
dance with his wife and sing with a vocal group in his spare time. He also
enjoys golf and flyfishing. ❉
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Laura Stevens

Laura Stevens occupied many roles in her 11 years of service on the
Board of Trustees. She served on the executive committee for six years as the
Board secretary. She also chaired the Committee on Trustees and Marketing
and Communications Committee and was a member of the Programs and
Strategic Planning committees.
“I very much enjoyed the long-range planning functions of the Board,”
said Dr. Stevens, whose children Max ’04 and Lindsey ’05 are proud W-H
graduates. “I have served on numerous boards, but the dynamic of the W-H
Board is unique. There is a clear emphasis on serving the best needs of the
organization through defining, redefining and living our mission.”
Dr. Stevens is most satisfied with her work on the Committee on Trustees.
This group, which meets monthly to discuss governance matters, accomplished
a great deal during her tenure.
“We revised the bylaws, established a succession plan, instituted annual
board interviews and evaluations, initiated the Parent Survey and worked on
Emeritus Trustee recognition,” she said. “Most importantly, we carried on the
work of cultivating leadership within the Board and identifying strong
candidates to add to the Board.”
Although she has retired from the Board of Trustees, Dr. Stevens is still a
member of the school’s Programs Committee. She remains active in volunteer
activities as a Trustee for the Plainfield Area Humane Society and a CASA
(court appointed special advocate) for Union County. Her interests include a
book club, investment club, blog and the continual repair work required by a
100-year-old house. Mrs. Stevens divides her time between her Plainfield
house and a vacation home in Rockport, MA. ❉
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Mairead Forrest ’14 Earns Soccer Scholarship to Holy Cross
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By Rudy Brandl ’83
Mairead Forrest ’14 has dreamed
of playing Division 1 soccer since
childhood. She’s starred on various
youth, travel, club and scholastic
teams during her playing career but
many athletes never reach the next
level.
The Wardlaw-Hartridge senior
took a giant step forward and
realized that dream when she signed
her official letter of intent on
February 6. Mairead will be playing
soccer at the College of the Holy
Cross in Worcester, MA.
“I’m so excited,” said Mairead,
who was joined by her mother,
Diane, younger brother Conor ’19
and coaches Jackie MacLean and
Tanda Tucker.
“My emotions go back and forth
between being excited and nervous.
When I visited, I fell in love with the
place and the program. I wanted
Mairead Forrest signs her
something Division 1 to be competitive and have fun.”
official letter of intent to
Mairead and her Holy Cross teammates will compete in the Patriot League. She is
attend and play soccer at the
being projected as a center midfielder, which is her favorite position because it
College of the Holy Cross.
allows her to be creative and attack.
Looking on, from left, are:
“I play center back (defense) on my club team and I’m good at it but I don’t love
W-H head girls’ soccer coach
it as much as center midfield,” Mairead said. “I want to be a part of the attack and
Jackie MacLean, brother
show more creativity. I’m coming in as a defensive center mid but creating
Conor Forrest, mother Diane
opportunities for my teammates is a big part of my game.”
Forrest and assistant coach
Coach MacLean has watched Mairead, a two-year varsity captain, mature during
and art teacher Tanda
her four years at W-H and has the utmost confidence in her continued success.
Tucker.
“I think Mairead’s already playing at the college level,” MacLean said. “You don’t
get high school players like this very often. She steps on the field and she’s a leader.
She has that ability to elevate everyone’s play. She’s an athlete and she’s a gamer – you can’t
teach that.”
Mairead knows she must keep working hard to keep up with the competition at the college
level. She’s confident that the preparation she received at W-H will help her juggle the many
tasks of a Division 1 athlete at Holy Cross.
“She really worked to do this and I’m proud of her,” Mrs. Forrest said. “I’m going to miss
her but I believe she’ll be very successful. She kept working hard on soccer. She and her dad
had a dream and here we are.”
Mairead’s father, the late Jerry Forrest who passed away in November 2012, played Division
1 soccer at St. Francis (NY). She always wanted to make her father proud by doing the same.
“It was always the end game for me,” Mairead said. “I think he’d be really, really happy.” ❉

National Letters of Intent
Taylor Gerhart ’14 Set to Focus on Softball at UNC-Pembroke
By Rudy Brandl ’83
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Taylor Gerhart ’14 has made
her fair share of athletic
highlights during her senior year
at The Wardlaw-Hartridge
School. The three-sport
standout, who will graduate in
June with 12 varsity letters, has
excelled in softball, basketball
and soccer.
Taylor signed her official
letter of intent to play softball
for the University of North
Carolina-Pembroke on Monday,
Nov. 18, 2013. With her
parents, grandparents, W-H
coaches, administrators and
friends in attendance, Taylor
formalized her commitment to
attend UNC-Pembroke.
“I’m really blessed to have
this opportunity,” said Taylor,
who plans to major in
accounting. “I can’t even
ON THE DOTTED
describe the feeling. I never thought this day would come. I can’t believe I’m a
LINE...Taylor Gerhart signs
senior in high school getting ready to play in college. I still remember being in
her official letter of intent
T-ball.”
with W-H coach Jackie
Wherever she has played, Taylor has been a star. Since arriving at W-H as a
MacLean seated next to her.
freshman, Taylor has been a standout in soccer, basketball and softball. While she
Looking on standing, from
admitted it will be difficult to give up the other sports to focus on softball, Taylor is
left, grandfather Ray Sass,
looking forward to seeing her softball skills improve with a year-round commitment
Athletic Director Karl
at the college level.
Miran, mom Kathi Gerhart,
Taylor expects to be a shortstop at UNC-Pembroke, but she is ready and willing
dad Jeff Gerhart and
to play anywhere in the infield or outfield to make her mark. She realizes that the
grandmother Liz Sass.
biggest challenge will be hitting college level pitching. Taylor is an outstanding allaround athlete who has excelled in three sports at W-H.
On Feb. 9, Taylor became the fourth female and 13th basketball player overall in school history
to reach the 1,000-point plateau when she netted 19 points in a game at Morristown-Beard. Taylor
hit a driving layup early in the third quarter and was fouled on the play. Taylor’s 3-point play
elevated her into the school’s elite 1,000-point club.
“I was really in shock,” said Taylor, who has led the Rams in scoring for the past two seasons.
“Even though you know it’s going to happen, it doesn’t feel real until it actually happens. I’m happy
I had all my teammates, friends and family there to support me.”
Although she’ll be focusing on softball in college, Taylor isn’t planning to give up on hoops
anytime soon. She loves the game and really enjoys playing with her W-H teammates, whom she
credits for making her latest achievement possible.
“This isn’t something you can do by yourself,” Taylor said. “I never thought I could score so
many points. My teammates have been great.”
Although Taylor hit the milestone on the road, she was honored as part of her team’s Senior Day
festivities on February 12. She’s currently finishing her outstanding scholastic softball career and
preparing for the college level. ❉
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W-H Athletes Making Smooth
Transitions to College Level
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By Rudy Brandl ’83
Janissa Delzo ’12 has made a smooth transition from the
Wardlaw-Hartridge athletic arena to the college basketball court at
Emerson College. The former three-sport standout is one of several
recent W-H graduates who are competing in college athletics.
After scoring 1,480 career points in her high school career to
rank as the top female scorer in W-H history, Janissa immediately
became a starting guard at Emerson. In her first season at the
Division III school in the New England Women’s and Men’s
Athletic Conference, Janissa started in all 25 games and averaged
7.0 points, 3.4 rebounds and 1.0 steal per game.
“It’s extremely exciting to play at the next level, especially
because you’re playing with girls who are just as passionate and share
the same love for the sport as you,” Janissa said.
Janissa, who was also a starter on the soccer team and leading
runner on the track team at W-H, feels very well prepared to juggle
her academic and athletic responsibilities in college. As a student
ambassador at Emerson, she gives tours to prospective students and
families and is often asked about the difficulty managing time with
athletics.
“I always laugh a little when I get this question because the
answer is always, ‘not at all.’ I truly believe I can attribute this to
W-H for helping me learn how to manage my time. W-H prepared
me for college athletics by providing me with a competitive athletic
program and challenging workload,” Janissa said. “At Emerson, I am
able to manage my time between basketball, academics, a job as a
student ambassador, and being involved with two news
organizations on campus.”
W-H classmate Micaela Lyons ’12, a swimmer and Psychology
and Spanish double major at Ursinus College, also credits her alma
Janissa Delzo ’12 drives to the basket during an Emerson
mater with helping her time management skills. She is a sprint
College basketball game.
freestyle and backstroke swimmer who competes in the 50 free, 100
free and 100 back.
In the 2013-2014 season, the Ursinus College women’s swim team was undefeated (11-0) for the first time in school history.
At the Centennial Conference Championships, the team placed first and claimed the title for the first time in history. Micaela
finished fifth in the 50 and 100 free and 10th in the 100 back this year. For the second straight year, Micaela was named first
team All-Centennial with honorable mention and was a part of a first place relay.
At the Centennial Conference Championships in 2013, Micaela finished ninth in the 50 free, eighth in the 100 free and ninth
in the 100 back. She was also a part of two first place winning relay teams and one second place relay.
“It is incredibly rewarding to be a part of something bigger than yourself,” Micaela said. “You have instant support coming
into college and as time goes by you make lifelong friends who all share common goals. I would not change a thing if I could I
have had a great experience so far with D 3 swimming.”
Justen Davis ’13, a freshman basketball player at Centenary College, is making the adjustments to competing in college
athletics. It’s more than two-hour practice sessions. There’s strength training, studying game films and scouting reports and offseason team and individual workouts.
He understands that it requires more preparation and mental toughness. In high school, he was able to use his skills and size to
dominate most opponents. College ball is more demanding.
“It’s more of a mental game,” Justen said. “You have to out-think your opponents at the next level. Everyone is physical and
pretty much at the same level so you have to be mentally tough.”
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Katie Buchbinder ’13 concentrates as she hits a volley in her freshman year at TCNJ.
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Justen, who scored 1,295 points and grabbed 1,002
rebounds in his high school career, battled a shoulder
injury for a good part of his freshman year at
Centenary. He accumulated 16 points and 14 rebounds
in 11 games off the bench for the Cyclones.
Justen entered W-H as a basketball player in ninth
grade and graduated as a much more well-rounded
student athlete. He credits W-H with helping him
manage his time and improve his writing ability.
“The academics, leadership opportunities and sense
of community prepared me for college,” Justen said.
“I’m trying to bring the same type of atmosphere to my
college team.”
Many other recent W-H graduates are competing at
the college level. Siblings Billy Buchbinder ’12
(pictured at right) and Katie Buchbinder ’13 (pictured
below), are playing tennis at The College of New Jersey.
Billy Buchbinder ’12 prepares to hit a backhand during a
Katie, who won the Middlesex County singles title in
College of New Jersey tennis match.
her senior year at W-H, was named to the all-conference
singles and doubles teams after a strong first season at TCNJ. She finished 5-1 in singles and 6-0 in doubles in New Jersey Athletic
Conference action.
Three recent W-H graduates are playing college soccer. Samantha Barbeito ’11 scored the game-winning goal in UMassLowell’s only victory of the 2013 season last fall. Valentina Margiottiello ’13 had two goals and two assists in her freshman season
at Moravian College. High school teammate and classmate Nina Pangan ’13 is a midfielder and defender at Drew University.
Other W-H athletes currently playing in college include Vanessa Santana ’13 (basketball at Baruch College) and Jordan Del
Sol ’12 (baseball at UMass-Lowell). While these recent graduates are still in the early stages of their collegiate careers, many other
W-H alumni have also made their mark at the next level over the past two decades, including soccer players Jordan Neuhauser
’08 (Elon), Jordan Beckett ’10 (Dayton) and Sean Gardner ’10 (Duquesne), track and field athletes Jeanine Gill ’12 (Loyola,
MD), Mike Clay ’08 (Seton Hall), Kathryn Austin ’08 (New Haven), Frank Minniti ’06 (Susquehanna), Mike Olim ’04
(Springfield), Jim DuPont ’03 (Haverford), Ryan Fogarty ’02 (Stevens Institute), Neil Ardeshna ’00 (Carnegie Mellon), Brian
Fraser ’99 (Georgia Tech) and Alarice Cesareo ’99 (William & Mary), swimmers Arianna Lyons ’09 (Allegheny), Ed Brown ’99
(Chicago) and Ryan Hegna ’99 (James Madison), football players Ralph Folkes ’99 (Rutgers) and Luke Burroughs ’99
(Purdue), tennis player Liz D’Arcy ’12 (Monmouth) and crew team member Abby Rogers ’12 (TCNJ). ❉
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Booster Club Raises Funds
for Athletic Programs
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The Booster Club team
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From left, Rick Garces, Paula Haborak, Linda O'Brien ’81, Alain Barbet, Virginia Cabrera,
Steve Needle, Roxana Fis-Santana and Nelson Cabrera prepare to sell W-H gear at the
sWHoop-a-thon.
The Booster Club’s annual sWHoop-a-thon provided fun
and excitement for the Wardlaw-Hartridge community on
Saturday, January 25. A dodge ball tournament for Upper and
Middle School students was introduced to the annual event
and spirited competitions took place in the school’s Plumeri
Gym. The Booster Club sold W-H apparel and provided food
and refreshments. Students also participated in basketball and
cheerleading clinics.
Students shot free throws and swam laps to raise money for
the W-H athletic programs. Middle School swim team
members Logan D’Amore (250 laps) and Robert Brandl (200
laps) led the way in the pool. Varsity team members also swam
100 laps each.
In the third annual basketball game between the Booster
Club and Board of Trustees in Laidlaw Gym, the Board of
Trustees prevailed for the first time in a thrilling 61-57 battle
that featured several lead changes and momentum swings.
The Board of Trustees team
The Booster Club team included captain Rick Garces,
fellow W-H parents Jim Olano, Joel Sherman, Jeff Downing, Tom Haborak, Mike Jesionka and Jim Parker.
The Board of Trustees team was led by Board members Rob Rizzo ’89, who was a 1,000-point scorer in his scholastic playing
days at Wardlaw-Hartridge. Fellow Board members Greg Casagrande ’81, Anthony D’Amore and Peter Minnium also competed
for the winning team, which raised $1,700 for the W-H athletic program. Other winning team members included Andrew
Webster, Head of School, Rudy Brandl ’83, Director of Communications and Alumni Relations, Ryan Oliveira, Assistant
Athletic Director and Mike Howell, physical education teacher. ❉

WHPA Spring Social
The Wardlaw-Hartridge Parents’ Association hosted its annual spring fundraiser on Saturday, March 8 at The Westwood in Garwood.
Parents, faculty, staff, alumni and trustees attended the Spring Social, whose theme was a Return to the 80s, W-H Culture Club. Guests
enjoyed dinner and dancing to 80s music while participating in live and silent auctions and various raffles to benefit W-H students. A big
thank you to all of the WHPA volunteers (above) who made this wonderful evening possible: Tammy D’Amore, Kevin Kornecki, Bernadette
Varley, Vickie Rappold, Joanne Wexler, Rande Brown, Robin Osborne, Carolyn Gallagher, Daryl Caiola, Diane Forrest, Yesenia Montague
and Jen Schildge. Not pictured: Ann Minnium and Paula Haborak.
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Guests peruse the many appealing items at the silent auction.
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Guests dance the night away to a great collections of 80s tunes.

Lise Krieger tries to decide which bag to select in the Mystery Wine
Pull with help from Nina Anastasiou.

Dan Schildge, Kevin Hargreaves, Ted Osborne ’71 and Joel
Sherman enjoy the cocktail hour.

Nalini Parsram and AJ Jasti joined many guests at the silent
auction.
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A
Tale
of
Two
Schools:
Recollections of Harriet Sleeper and Prentice Horne
By Patricia Turner Kavanaugh ’63
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Portrait of Harriet Sleeper
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Portrait of Prentice Horne

This coming October, during the Fall Fair and Homecoming weekend (October 17, 18, 19), three Hartridge School and three
Wardlaw County Day School classes (1963, 1964, 1965) will be celebrating their 50th graduation anniversaries. They will gather
for a weekend’s worth of festivities, bringing together classmates and old friends from Plainfield and the surrounding area.
In honor of this upcoming mega-reunion, what follows is a brief profile of Harriet Sleeper and Prentice Horne, the heads of the
Hartridge and Wardlaw Schools in the 1960s.
Fifty years ago, Miss Harriet Sleeper, principal at Hartridge, was close to retirement. Miss Sleeper originally took the job of
Headmistress in June 1951.
Daphne Willard taught kindergarten at Hartridge from 1956-1976, then at the merged Wardlaw-Hartridge School until she
retired in 1989. Miss Willard, who was from England, had spent a year as
an exchange teacher in Raritan, NJ, and wanted to return to the United
States. She wrote to Miss Sleeper and asked if she had a vacancy. It turned
out that a Hartridge alumna living in London interviewed Miss Willard,
and she was offered a position.
“Hartridge was a beautiful place to work. You couldn’t ask for better
faculty, parents or students,” Miss Willard said, citing Janet Fine among
the “giants” on the faculty.
“I didn’t have much contact with Miss Sleeper. She would visit and the
kids loved her. She was always laughing and smiling,” Miss Willard said.
Miss Willard remembered a time when the bells which marked class
periods failed for several days. “Miss Sleeper would march out with her
bugle. The sound carried all over the campus.” Although her kindergarten
students were not bound by the bells, Miss Willard said she took the class over to watch Miss Sleeper. “It was so special.
Everything ran smoothly,” Miss Willard said. “Miss Sleeper must have been a good administrator.”
Mary McDougall, the librarian, also shared recollections.
“I think Miss Sleeper retired the year after I came to Hartridge, so I did not have a lot of dealings with her. I can still see her
very vividly and can picture her talking in the faculty room and she and I had the same birthday, April 25. This coincidence
really upset Elsie Nelson, who thought it was horoscopically ominous, and she was in full undermining disapproval my whole
tenure at Hartridge.”
Betsy Cayer, who taught at The Hartridge School, succeeded Miss Sleeper as Head of School. Mrs. Cayer said, “Harriet
Sleeper was a remarkable leader. She truly enjoyed children and they responded, as did parents and board members. She was

Oak
and

Ivy

decisive and organized. She believed in building confidence in students. She knew children like to break rules, so she had some
they could break without bad consequences.”
“I liked Harriet Sleeper the minute I met her. She mentioned to me that she was thinking of retiring,” Mrs. Cayer said.
Miss Sleeper retired in 1968 to her beloved girls’ camp in Vermont. “She had her camp in Vermont. It was a beautiful camp,”
Mrs. Cayer added. Miss Sleeper lived in retirement in Montpelier and Vergennes, Vermont and died in 1975.
In a “W-H Bulletin,” sent to alumnae and alumni in the spring of 1981, Mr. Horne wrote of his early years: “Harriet Sleeper
took me under her wing when I arrived on the scene. She knew I needed all the help I could get and we really hit it off.”
“I was very fortunate to have spanned the eras of both Miss
Hartridge and Pop Wardlaw during my own schooling,” Mr. Horne
wrote. He attended Wardlaw for kindergarten and first grade. “Later
circumstances put me under Pop Wardlaw’s influence and I was
taught by some of the giants of the classroom such as Marion
Kilpatrick, Mademoiselle Escoffier, Harriett Halloway, and
introduced to a love of fencing by Fred and Dig Wardlaw, Pop
Wardlaw’s sons. Even earlier I was regaled with tales of John Leal
(whose school preceded The Wardlaw School) by my father who was
one of his students.”
In 1976, the two schools merged to form The Wardlaw-Hartridge
School. Betsy Cayer promoted the merger, and remained for a year
at Wardlaw-Hartridge as Associate Head. Mrs. Cayer supported the
merger because each school was too small to continue to succeed,
and each brought academic strengths – Hartridge in language and
literature, Wardlaw Country Day in science and math.
According to Mrs. Cayer, Mr. Horne “was a constant presence. He had his desk in the hall. He knew every boy’s name. He
expected loyalty, and he was loyal to his faculty and students.”
Mrs. McDougall also worked for Mr. Horne. “I have thought a lot about Prent over the years… he did some of us many favors
and was kind and loyal to his staff. I think of Betty (Mr. Horne’s wife), so beautiful and gracious, telling me about life in faculty
housing.”
Retired English teacher Bob Paoli remembered Mr. Horne going to every classroom to take attendance himself. “He wanted to
be really close to the kids. He wrote to the boys when they went to college.” Mr. Horne “was very much a man of the old
school, especially the way boys presented themselves,” Mr. Paoli said.
Ted Snowdon, WCDS ’65, said of Mr. Horne, “He was a great guy, and really rejuvenated things. He dusted off the cobwebs,
and reorganized things.” Also from the Class of ’65, Ron Kent, whose father was a member of the board which bought the
school from Pop Wardlaw and turned it into a non-profit independent school, had a similar recollection. “He redid the entire
curriculum and hired a lot of faculty. I remember his ability to work with every student.”
Mr. Horne’s son, Jed, offered this account: “The Wardlaw job, which my father accepted in 1959, was a homecoming for him.
He grew up in Plainfield, but went to Wardlaw only briefly before being shipped out to a school in Arizona for middle school
because of his terrible asthma. He then graduated from Deerfield Academy and went on to Amherst. He was a “90-day wonder”
as Lt. Horne aboard a destroyer escort in the South Pacific during World War II. He had studied psychology and personnel
management and was on his way to take a job in Cincinnati with Procter & Gamble when Frank Boyden, the legendary
headmaster of Deerfield Academy, convinced him to give teaching a try for a year or two. He loved it and stuck around. He
taught math at Deerfield and was co-director of the admissions department until Wardlaw was purchased by the board of trustees
and reorganized as a nonprofit. He and my mother (a New Jersey girl he met at Smith College and married in 1943) had four
kids between 1946 and 1956: Sally, Jed, Carol and Jim.
“My father’s first (or was it his second) graduating class from Wardlaw had something like seven students (unusually small even
for those days). He proceeded to grow the school which was then based in an old mansion on Central Avenue. A
recreation/dining wing was added, along with three or four new classrooms. In due course, the move was made to the current
campus and the merger with Hartridge was accomplished.”
Upon retirement, Prent and Betty moved to New London, NH and the beloved lakeside cottage that they had built in 1953
while still based at Deerfield. Prentice Horne died in 1998.
“In retirement, both my parents remained extremely active,” Jed Horne said. “My mother was on the board of the state League
of Women Voters, and they both were stalwart volunteers with Meals on Wheels. In addition, my father worked pretty much
every day with Habitat for Humanity, building houses for low-income residents. He also was a member of the North Country
Chordsmen, a barbershop group that performed throughout New England and up into Canada. He was a member of the
Plainfield Historical Society for many years. He remained a trustee of schools in New Jersey, which kept him in circulation back
in Plainfield.” ❉
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In Memoriam
Robert A. “Bob” Belmont (Alumni Grandparent), 79, of Elizabeth, NJ, passed away on Sunday,
November 24, 2013. Bob was born in Atlantic City, NJ, and moved to Elizabeth in 1962. He worked for the
Petruccelli Funeral Home in Elizabeth from 1962 until 1994, when he became the proprietor with his wife, Marie. He
was also employed by the Haeberle and Barth Funeral Home in Union, NJ from 1959 through 1984. Bob was a veteran
of the U.S. Army and the U.S. Navy. He was a past member of the Knights of Columbus Council 3310 of Elizabeth.
Bob also served as a trustee and usher at St. Anthony’s R.C. Church, Elizabeth, and was a member of the church’s Holy
Name Society. Bob was the beloved husband of Marie Belmont, his wife of 51 years; father of Marie E. Baio VDS ’81,
and grandfather of Louis Jr. ’05, Peter ’07 and Elizabeth Baio ’08.

Robert Avery Burner (Former Trustee), 86, died August 2, 2013. He was the husband of 60 years of Jane
Scott Burner ’48. He was born in 1926 in Plainfield, NJ, and attended Blair Academy in Blairstown, NJ. After serving
in the Army in Italy during World War II, he received his Bachelor’s degree in engineering from Syracuse University.
Mr. Burner worked for 37 years for Niagara Machine & Tool as New York district sales manager. He was a deacon and
chair of the Building and Grounds and Memorial Garden Committees at the Crescent Avenue Presbyterian Church and
a trustee for The Hartridge School, both in Plainfield. Mr. Burner earned a Master Gardener certificate and he was an
avid golfer. Besides his wife, Mr. Burner is survived by a daughter, Katharine Rice ’75 and her husband L. Sanford Rice,
III and a son, Bradley Scott Burner and his wife Linda Detwiller and grandchildren Dorothy S. Rice, Bradley S. Rice
and Penelope R. Burner.
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James P. Fogarty (Former Coach), 60, died Thursday, November 14,
2013. James lived in North Arlington before moving to Clark 30 years ago. He
was a graduate of Queen of Peace High School in North Arlington and William
Paterson University in West Paterson, NJ. He worked as an assistant shop
steward for New Penn Motor Express in Trenton, NJ, and was a member of the
Teamsters Union Local No. 641 of Union, NJ. He was a track coach at The
Wardlaw-Hartridge School. James is survived by his wife, Denise, his son, Ryan
Fogarty and his wife, Colleen, his daughter, Lauren Fogarty Black ’08 and her
husband, Kyle and he was the cherished grandfather of Niall Fogarty.

Jean A. Kinney (Former Faculty Member), 75, of Westfield, NJ, passed
away November 15, 2013. Jean was born in Brooklyn, NY, raised in Hillsdale,
NJ, and resided in Westfield for 50 years. She was an English and Spanish teacher
at The Wardlaw-Hartridge School and most recently at St. Michael’s School in
Union, NJ. Jean received her Bachelor’s degree from Chestnut Hill College in
Philadelphia, PA, and her Master’s degree from Seton Hall University. Jean was
very active with the Holy Trinity Senior Choir. She loved bird watching and
world travel, was dedicated to the U.S. Lighthouse Preservation Society and was
pursuing her private pilot’s license. She is survived by five children, nine
grandchildren, two great-grandchildren, and one sister. She was predeceased by
her daughter, Laura A. Woerneran (2007).
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Joseph Michael Valentine (Former Coach) passed away on December 2, 2013, after a courageous six-year
battle with cancer. Born on July 12, 1969 in Montclair, NJ, Mr. Valentine was raised in Livingston, NJ, and graduated
in 1987 from Livingston High School, having earned varsity letters in football, wrestling and baseball. He earned a
degree in sports management from Rutgers University, New Brunswick, NJ, a teaching degree from Kean University, a
master’s degree from Montclair State University, and continued his education to earn his Master’s plus 30. Joe met his
wife, Heidi, at his first teaching position, at The Wardlaw-Hartridge School. Joe taught physical education and Heidi,
kindergarten. Joe left Wardlaw-Hartridge to work as a physical education teacher at Deerfield School in Millburn, NJ,
for 10 years before retiring in 2009. After retiring due to his health, Joe followed his passion of photography and began
his own business, Valentine Photos.
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Ralph W. Voorhees (Former Trustee), a 1948 graduate of Rutgers
University and former trustee of The Wardlaw-Hartridge School, died on
November 4, 2013. He was 87. He is best known for his contributions to
Rutgers University, a school with which his family has had close ties for more
than 100 years. Mr. Voorhees and his brother, Alan, established the Jane
Voorhees Zimmerli Art Museum at Rutgers in the 1970s, named in honor of
their mother. In the 1990s, Mr. Voorhees helped found the Alan M. Voorhees
Transportation Center—named for his brother, an internationally renowned
transportation planner—at the Edward J. Bloustein School of Planning and
Public Policy. In honor of Mr. Voorhees’ own vision, civic engagement and
service contributions, in 2011 the Voorhees family established the Ralph W.
Voorhees Center for Civic Engagement at the Bloustein School. The center
oversees The Ralph W. Voorhees Program in Public Service Fellowships, awarded annually to students who have chosen
to focus their academic pursuits on civically-engaged learning through research projects in community development and
planning, community-based education, entrepreneurship, housing, public transportation, public health or public policy.
A senior vice president for investments at Paine Webber, he retired in 2001 after 45 years in the brokerage business.
Mr. Voorhees’ community memberships the Robert Wood Johnson University Hospital and the New Brunswick
Cultural Center. At Rutgers, he chaired the University Foundation’s Board of Overseers, served on the President’s
Council Fundraising Committee, and co-chaired the 25th Anniversary of the Jane Voorhees Zimmerli Art Museum. He
was honored by President Reagan with the U.S. Presidential Recognition Award for volunteerism in 1983. Mr. Voorhees
also was a trustee of Voorhees College, a historically black college in Denmark, SC.
Born in New Brunswick on May 4, 1926, Mr. Voorhees attended Rutgers College and graduated Phi Beta Kappa. His
wife, Barbara Beiser Voorhees, predeceased Mr. Voorhees. He is survived by a stepbrother, Fred Zimmerli of Telford, PA;
four children, Judy Voorhees ’74 of Poolesville, MD, Mark Voorhees of South Orange, NJ, Jane Voorhees ’77 of
Princeton, NJ, and Alan Voorhees of Madison, NJ; and 15 grandchildren.
Jeannette Wigton Stuart ’35 (Alumna), 97, of Lake Wales, FL passed away December 21, 2013. She was
born December 11, 1916 in Plainfield, NJ to the late Charles Benson and Anna Maxwell Wigton. She attended The
Hartridge School in Plainfield, NJ, Dana Hall School in Wellesley, MA and the Fashion Institute of Technology in
Manhattan. Jeannette was preceded in death by her husband, Linden Stuart, Jr. Survivors include her daughters, Carol
Stuart Henry ’63 of Pottersville, NJ and Beverly Stuart Melius ’64 of St. John, Virgin Islands; sons, Terry Stuart of
Boulder, CO and Gordon Stuart ’67 of Bernardsville, NJ; sisters, Betty Bours of Wilmington, DE and Anne Wigton
Hall ’38 of Essex, CT; five grandchildren and two great-grandchildren. ❉
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Young
Alumni
Share Wisdom with Juniors, Seniors
By Rudy Brandl ’83
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The young alumni college panel, from left: Skyla Choi, Jessica Clarke, Stephanie Smyczek, Danny Marques, Alyssa Kennedy
and Ashni Mehta.
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Six recent Wardlaw-Hartridge School graduates shared
their insight and experience with current juniors and
seniors at the annual Young Alumni College Day in Upper
Snowdon. The panel consisted of Jessica Clarke ’12
(George Washington University), Danny Marques ’12
(Villanova University), Skyla Choi ’13 (Clark
University), Stephanie Smyczek ’13 (Rutgers University
Honors Program), Alyssa Kennedy ’13 (UPenn Scholars
Program) and Ashni Mehta ’13 (Rutgers University
Honors Program).
After the college panel discussion, more young alumni
joined faculty and staff members at the annual pizza lunch
in the Oakwood Room.
Fellow Wardlaw-Hartridge alumnus Rudy Brandl ’83,
Director of Alumni Relations, began the program by
welcoming the young alumni back to campus and
reminding the students that they soon could be sitting on
the panel giving advice to W-H students. Mr. Brandl
introduced Director of College Counseling Susan
Swenson, who kicked off the discussion by asking the
panelists how they made their college decision.
Mrs. Swenson then opened the floor for questions and
topics ranged from evaluating the biggest differences
between high school and college to making the difficult
academic transition to debating the merits of smaller and
larger schools.
The panelists addressed questions about the application
process, time management, roommates, dorm life and
studying abroad. They agreed that W-H prepared them
well for college and offered different pieces of advice for
the W-H students:
“Your college essay is really important so spend a lot of
time on your college essay,” Jessica said.
“There’s more than one place for you, so don’t get your
heart set on one school,” Skyla said.

“Make sure you have a resume that really describes you,”
Danny said.
“Keep an open mind and don’t get senioritis,” Ashni
said.
Alyssa recommended work-study programs to earn extra
money and encouraged the students to keep track of their
expenses. Managing time and finances can be a challenge
and the panelists stressed that in college, students are on
their own and have more freedom to make decisions.
For Stephanie, a lifer at W-H, the biggest difference is
the size.
“There are so many people at Rutgers,” Stephanie said.
“There are more people in my dorm that at the entire
W-H school.”
Mrs. Swenson wrapped up the discussion by asking the
panelists for some final words of wisdom. The alumni
urged the W-H students to be patient, finish their
applications early, maintain their grades as seniors and
enjoy their high school experience. ❉

Roland Marionni, Upper School chemistry teacher,
catches up with recent graduates Sumeet Prasad ’13 and
Ankoor Patel ’13 as Ryan Oliveira, Assistant Athletic
Director, joins them at the pizza party.

Greg Casagrande ’81
Discusses Microfinance With Middle School Students

Oak
and

Ivy

By Joanne Vogt
Greg Casagrande ’81 spoke to eighth grade
students at The Wardlaw-Hartridge School
about business and finance in a special
presentation on February 12 in the Oakwood
Room.
Mr. Casagrande, currently a member of the
W-H Board of Trustees, discussed his
background in finance and how important
ongoing education is in the business world.
He explained why he began The South Pacific
Development Foundation/MicroDreams a nonprofit organization and why he chose to
concentrate on Samoa, Tonga, Fiji and the
Solomon Islands. He explained to the students
that his foundation empowers women in the
villages to begin their own businesses. The
women are given small business training, loans,
on-going guidance and are required to attend
weekly meetings. They form small groups that
Greg Casagrande ’81 speaks to eighth grade students at W-H.
support and encourage each other and these
groups also guarantee the repayment of all loans in
the group. The success of these women has enabled them to pay back their loans and also improve their communities
by helping each other. Mr. Casagrande said that in 2013, The South Pacific Development Foundation/Microdreams
gave out $12 million to 25,000 women to finance small businesses, home investment and child education.
“Mr. Casagrande did a phenomenal job explaining how to set up businesses. With a loan from the Middle School
Student Council, the eighth grade is going to follow up by creating businesses using the microfinance model,” said Mrs.
Nancy Duddy, Middle School History Co-Chair.
The eighth graders were divided into group to form their own businesses. They will come up with a business plan to
double the money given to them by the Middle School Student Council. The money they raise will go to
MicroDreams to help empower more women in the South Pacific to start their own businesses. ❉

MARCH MADNESS …
Local alumni attended the
fifth annual March Madness
Party at The GrilleStone in
Scotch Plains on March 13.
Pictured, from left: Rob
Darden ’83, Rudy Brandl
’83, Emilie Rinaldo Marvosa
’85, John Marvosa, Lamar
Mackson ’87, Dan Welker
’84, Gary Williams ’87,
Chip Moody ’85, Will Vogt
’08, Eric Lathrop ’77 and Ed
Partenope ’77.
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REMEMBERING BETHANY…Members of the
Guldin family visited the W-H campus to honor
Bethany Guldin ’91. Bethany embodied the spirit of
the Wardlaw-Hartridge student athlete and the video
monitor, donated by the Guldin family in her memory,
ensures that her spirit lives on at Wardlaw-Hartridge.
Pictured, from left to right: Mary, Jonathan, Gregory,
Matthew, Susan, Emily, Thomas and Molly Guldin.
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Susan Swenson, Director of College
Counseling, catches up with Aneesa
Sonawalla ’12, who is a sophomore
at the University of Chicago. Aneesa
is studying astrophysics and thriving
in the Windy City.

Bill Sidun, pictured with children
Susan, Michael ’94 and Donald ’01,
was inducted into the New Jersey
High School Ice Hockey Hall of
Fame at a ceremony and reception
on April 12 at the Prudential
Center. Bill provided leadership,
guidance, instruction and
administration to the high school
and amateur officiating community in New Jersey over the past 40 years. He
first became an ice hockey official in 1974 and then served as Second Vice
President (1990-1998) and President (1999-2005) of the National Ice Hockey
Officials’ Association, Metro NY-NJ Chapter, which provides all New Jersey
High School Hockey Officials. During the 1980s and 1990s, Bill mentored
many future officials through the North Jersey Ice Hockey Officials School
created by Hall of Fame inductees Paul McInnis and Vin Godleski.

Vail-Deane alumnae Sue MacWhinney
Ciufo, Gerda Godly, Nancy Goering and
Robin Bogard Mower joined Gale
Goldman at Motown the Musical on
Broadway.

Vail-Deane alumnae Tara Floyd DeMizio, Karen
Balinski Shea, Susan MacWhinney Ciufo.
Elizabeth Tailer, Gerda Godly, Nancy Goering, Mel
Freda, Robin Bogard Mower and Anne Nebel
Bergeron joined former VDS teacher Gale Goldman
for a reunion dinner in March at Lou Cas in
Edison. Not pictured: Kathi Johnson Schwaiger and
Barbara Leboff.

Being required to work 12-hour days, seven days a week, for over a
month sounded daunting at first, but once the Sochi Olympics began,
Ben Chalfin ’08 was thrilled to be part of such an exciting adventure.
“It was as if I was running my own marathon race and my adrenalin
kept pumping!” Ben said.
Months before the Olympics started, Ben was responsible for
transferring the hundreds of millions of files that the graphics
department would require, onto one of three servers that would be
shipped to Sochi. Once the Olympics were underway, he was tasked
with the delivery of graphics to the four studio shows that were being
produced in Stamford, CT. During this time Ben worked closely with
the engineering department to resolve technical issues as they arose.
The numerous snowstorms that blanketed the Northeast during this time just added to the challenge of working on
the Olympics and helped solidify the bond that formed between the graphics department employees.
“This was a memorable experience,” Ben said. “The clock has already started ticking; I cannot wait for the Rio 2016
Summer Olympics!” ❉

Upcoming

Special Events
June 12

Senior Farewell Dinner

June 13

Senior College Sweatshirt Photo

June 13

131st Upper School Commencement

September 4

132nd Convocation Day –
First Day of School

September 8

Middle School Back to School Night

September 11

Lower School Back to School Night

September 23

Upper School Back to School Night

October 14-17

Wardlaw-Hartridge Spirit Week

October 17-19

50th Reunion Weekend

October 18

Fall Fair and Homecoming Day
Alumni Soccer Game
Alumni Awards Ceremony

November 13-15

Fall Play

December 4

Upper School Art Show
& Winter Concert

December 11

Middle School Winter Concert

December 19

Lower School Winter Concert

Some dates are tentative. For event starting
times and more information, please visit
www.whschool.org or call the school at
908-754-1882.
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The Communications Office of The Wardlaw-Hartridge School,
1295 Inman Avenue, Edison, New Jersey 08820, produced this
magazine for alumni, parents and extended members of the
Wardlaw-Hartridge community. Kindly let us know of any
errors or address changes so we may correct our records.
Please contact Rudy Brandl ’83, Director of Communications
and Alumni Relations, via e-mail at rbrandl@whschool.org.
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SCAN IT

Remember When?

Scenes from 50 years ago...

Wardlaw and Hartridge graduates from the Classes of 1963, 1964 and 1965 invite
classmates and friends to attend their combined 50th reunion celebration, which includes a
full weekend of activities - October 17-19, 2014.

Please join us for Fall Fair and Homecoming Day
Saturday, October 18, 2014
For more information, contact Rudy Brandl ’83, Director of Alumni Relations, at
rbrandl@whschool.org or 908-754-1882, Ext. 106.

