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Mandarin Chinese students at W-H, led by Ms. Hua Liu, participate in a Skype
session with Houzhou High School in China during World Language Week.

On the Cover:
Nicole Ling ’22 appears to be gobbled up by a dinosaur. She
and her fellow Wardlaw-Hartridge schoolmates also are
enjoying a healthy diet of technology as the school continues to
expand its curriculum and exposure across all three divisions.
This photo was digitally created by Marc Spivak, Director of
Technology, for the second grade dinosaur museum video.
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Andrew Webster, Head of School

Dear Wardlaw-Hartridge Family,
I am writing to you in the midst of a banner year. Our
enrollment has reached a robust 450 students, and our admission
office is very busy again this year. Our athletes have brought home
multiple division titles and achieved beyond the level expected for a
small school. We recently staged a dynamic revival of Grease! and
the student art that graces our halls in ever-changing variety is
simply outstanding.
Along with the news presented in this magazine, we are proud to
be a new member of the Confucius Classrooms Network, which
recognizes our school’s Chinese program as an exemplar for other
schools and also provides us with resources to enhance the
program. Hua Liu, our Mandarin teacher, travelled to China
recently to engage in professional development. She is leading our
dialogue with a school in China in order to build a partnership that
will offer us the opportunity for student and teacher exchanges in
the future.
As part of our increased emphasis on global initiatives, in 2011 we established a partnership with the World
Leadership School. Our inaugural service learning trip to Peru is scheduled for June 10-24. I will accompany two other
chaperones and 16 students. We will stay with families in the small village of Bandolista, high in the Andes. This village
of about 100 families has no school, and their children walk to the next town of Ollantaytambo for schooling, only the
younger ones cannot manage the walk. That will change when we have built a new early childhood education center
for and with the villagers. We hope this will become an ongoing partnership, with other groups taking trips annually or
every other year to make improvements and address other needs. We salute Ted Snowdon ’65 for a gift that has helped
make this trip possible for students who could not otherwise afford it.
Next fall, we also will initiate our Snowdon Lecture Series on Global Affairs. Our first lecture will be presented on
October 18 by Kwame Anthony Appiah, a professor of philosophy at Princeton University. Professor Appiah’s seminal
book Cosmopolitanism is a “moral manifesto for a world where identity has become a weapon and where difference has
become a cause of pain and suffering.” Appiah challenges readers to look beyond the boundaries – real and imagined –
that divide us, and to see our common humanity. In 2007, Cosmopolitanism won the Arthur Ross Book Award, the
most significant prize given to a book on international affairs. In 2009, he was featured in the documentary Examined
Life, and was named one of Foreign Policy’s Top 100 public intellectuals.
There is so much more going on at Wardlaw-Hartridge in the realms of global interconnections, technology, and
sustainability, in addition to the skills of writing, critical thinking, problem-solving, and creativity, that I could literally
fill the Oak and Ivy with them.
Our desire to do more and better with our students and build the school’s reputation for excellence leads us from
time to time to consider campus improvements to support our programs. You will learn in the coming year of plans
that we would like to pursue and ways that you can support these plans. As a father of children who benefit every day
from facilities built through the generosity of others, I appreciate those who have supported the school in the past and
encourage you all to join in the effort to serve this generation of students and those of the future.
Best regards,
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Andrew Webster
Head of School
awebster@whschool.org
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Dear Wardlaw-Hartridge Alumni/ae,
I’d like to remind everyone that building a successful program
requires a team effort. Support from the Alumni Board has helped
make significant progress locally, particularly with events on our
Homecoming Day in October. We’ve also added more events
throughout the year to keep our local alumni connected.
We need to take our alumni relations program to the next level.
That’s where you come in. That’s where I need your help.
There are two ways in which I believe we can improve our alumni
relations. With a little help from my fellow alumni, we can
accomplish both objectives.
First, we are in the process of expanding our outreach to alumni
outside of New Jersey. I’d like to connect our graduates on the East
Coast with regional events in cities like Washington D.C.,
Philadelphia and Boston. Eventually, we could make our way south
and west to Florida, Texas and California.
We have proud and successful graduates all over the country. We need to remain connected. If someone would like
to organize a regional alumni gathering, I’d be happy to help. Please contact me and we can work together.
Second, I’d like to put more emphasis on milestone reunions. Members of the Classes of 1972 and 1962 have
contacted me to assist with their 40th and 50th reunions, respectively. This is the year of the 2s and 7s, so if your
graduation year ends in a 2 or 7, your class will be celebrating a milestone reunion this year. It would be great to hear
from graduates from other milestone years.
These reunions don’t have to be confined to a single graduation year. Often, groups of friends from a particular era
meet to catch up on old times. Last fall, a spirited group of graduates organized an All-1980s Reunion that attracted
more than 100 guests to the Plainfield Country Club. This event, the largest reunion party in school history, took
flight after the Class of 1985 held its 25th reunion on campus in our Oakwood Room in 2010.
There are many reunion options. We can accommodate some groups on campus, while others may choose to hold
their gathering at a local restaurant or club. These reunions don’t have to take place on Homecoming Day. They can
happen at any time during the year.
Alumni relations should be taking place over a 12-month span. Let’s make that happen together!
Best regards,

Rudy Brandl ‘83
rbrandl@whschool.org
908-754-1882, Ext. 106

Hartridge School Class of 1962
50th Reunion Celebration
For details, contact ARuttenberg@americantextile.com
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Upper School students in Barbara Drake’s Global Awareness class use the media:scape center to Skype with a
school in North Carolina.

Preparing students for a more actively and globally connected world in the 21st Century is a national challenge.
At The Wardlaw-Hartridge School, teaching practices to support this learning are being planned and reshaped daily
by a small cadre of teachers whose aim is to seamlessly blend technological skills into the work habits of its students
and faculty. Technology Integrators JoAnn Burg (Lower School), Tom Gilbert (Middle School), Barbara Drake
(Upper School) and Marc Spivak (Director of Technology) have been driving the change this year with an emphasis
on deepening the understanding about learning to live comfortably and confidently with technology.
Mr. Spivak has championed the philosophical shift at Wardlaw-Hartridge. He noted that technology integration
has been a part of school life and curriculum for a long time.
“Technology is used in regular life and is part of our world. Our overall goal is not just good technology, but
good education,” Mr. Spivak said.
Emphasizing that the use of technology isn’t limited to a specific classroom setting or period of instruction, adults
in school communities are recognizing that children live with technology fully integrated in their lives.
Mrs. Burg noted that the use of technology in this rising generation of students is “intuitive.” Because of early
exposure at home, in school and through the curriculum, Wardlaw-Hartridge students are developing skills to be
well-rounded, critical thinkers and users of technology.
Enthusiasm from the students is catchy, too. Jennifer Molloy, first grade teacher and reading specialist, agrees.
“We get to see how it really connects to all parts of students’ work. Their fluency and expression increases
constantly,” Mrs. Molloy said.

many of these new endeavors. This
includes website development and
critical research skills with the fourth
and sixth graders as well as fifth graders
managing a student business and
learning how to use spreadsheets with
Lemonade Stand. Emphasis in the
Upper School is on presentation skills.
As the Upper School Technology
Integrator, Barbara Drake builds on an
ever increasing tech dependent division
through her work with individual
teachers. Helping teachers learn to use
shared doc programs, drop boxes, blogs,
web pages and other information sharing
mechanisms has opened up
conversations about digitally organizing
courses and assessment models.
“We are looking at all of the
possibilities that programs like Juno,
Jupiter, GoogleDocs and Moodle can
provide for our student and teacher
collaborations,” Mrs. Drake said.
Within this constantly evolving field
the technology integrators see great
potential in curricular change as well.
Projects anticipated in the second of
their three-year planning cycle include
robotics and programming units, film
production, and online student digital
portfolios that can be shared with

students from around the world.
Working to build confident students
with their fellow colleagues at WardlawHartridge, this team of technology
integrators hopes to continue to
“understand how people learn and use
every possible method to seamlessly
enhance that learning.”

Marc Spivak, Director of Technology, watches
Audrey Cheng ‘18 and Aliya Zaidi ‘20 work
together on their animal adaptation project.
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Technology integrators have shared
lists of websites and applications with
parents who are wildly positive about
their children’s excitement to share what
they have learned. Burg and the other
members of the department are clear to
point out that “basic skills really
transcend specific programs and apps.”
The students are using those different
programs as part of the overall
curriculum.
“They are learning to research their
topics, learning to import relevant and
important data, manipulating and
choosing information critically, too,”
Mrs. Burg said. “These are skills that
they can use throughout their time here
at school and in life.”
Mr. Gilbert said that it’s particularly
important for the integrators to model
how to use technology for their teacher
colleagues.
“Our students are tech-digital natives,
but most adults are digital immigrants,”
he said.
Teachers are enthusiastic about the
tools and programs available now that
can be used to increase student
engagement, improve curriculum
connections, support developmentally
appropriate pedagogy and diversify
assessments methods.
“They work hard to be confident in
their use of the media and are excellent
leaders. Teachers understand their
students’ struggles and work to model
how to value the skills that will prepare
them well for the next stage,” Mr.
Gilbert said.
The integrators have worked as a team
to articulate and start mapping out the
skill sets that are essential parts of their
divisional expectations. Informed by
their individual relationships with the
various grade level teachers on projects
and curricular themes, the technology
integrators hope to share new and
relevant ways to improve student
learning opportunities. This includes
many highly valued 21st Century skills
like communication, collaboration,
creativity and innovation. Student work
that is highlighted in teacher blogs, the
school’s electronic newsletter (WHEN)
and the W-H Facebook page shows

Aliyah Burney ’18 and Janeyce McGray ’20 collaborate on their animal
adaptation project using new technology they have learned.
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From front to back fourth graders Jake Rothstein ‘20, Logan D’Amore ‘20 and Aliya Zaida ‘20 spend time learning a few new tricks of
the trade in technology.
In our quickly changing global
environment, properly preparing
students is no easy task. Today’s
kindergarteners will be retiring in the
year 2067 and we have no idea what the
world will look in five years, much less
60 years. Yet, we are charged with
preparing our students for life in that
world.
“Technology cannot be taught as it
has in the past in computer labs with a
set curriculum,” said Mr. Marc Spivak,
Director of Technology. “Technology is
all around us and must be viewed as it is
in our daily lives - as a tool to provide
students with a rigorous 21st Century
education.”

Based on this philosophy, The
Wardlaw-Hartridge School has brought
technology into the classroom to be fully
integrated into the high level education
that its curriculum demands.
This year the school began piloting a
new iPad program targeting Pre-K to
first grade. The school purchased a
mobile charging and synching cart that
currently houses a class set of 18 iPads.
Apps have been researched and selected
according to their ability to enhance the
curriculum. The apps currently in use
range from letter/number/color/shape
recognition to math skills, handwriting
skills, digital storytelling, science,
geography and map skills.

“iPads enable me to effectively cater to
the variation of levels within first grade
and have each child succeed at his or her
own level,” said Mrs. Joanne Jacobson, a
first grade teacher.
The pilot program has met with
tremendous success and is going to be
expanded next year for grades 2-5. In
anticipation, the students in grades 2-5
have been given the opportunity this
year to work with the iPads on skills
such as understanding money,
geography, and digital storytelling. As
new apps appear daily, Lower School
technology integrator JoAnn Burg and
Mr. Spivak are working closely with the
administration and faculty in discovering
new, emerging ways to use the iPads to
support and enhance the Lower School
curriculum.
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Second grade students were introduced to multi-media and digital story telling presentations. They began working
with text, pictures and videos. Programs such as Glogster (an online poster program) and a green screen studio allow
students to learn about importing and manipulating graphics, backgrounds, video, images, and text. The students also
are learning Google Earth and PowerPoint to understand the geography of where they live. They are creating postcards
and using them to connect with students in other nations. With Zooburst digital story telling, students will express their
creativity through the production of a fun 3D online book.
Third grade students are learning that pictures can be manipulated for positive and negative purposes and this will
help the transition to lessons on internet safety and how to find reliable online sources. Skills learned in second grade in
a class study of states and regions will be reinforced by creating a “Glog” about a specific state or region. Students will
use Google Earth to investigate regions and then will import graphics, video and text to create and share their glogs.
“Using Glogster to do a presentation of a Native American tribe provided nice polish to the study,” said Mrs.
Katherine Heiss, third grade teacher.
In fourth grade, a joint project with the sixth graders served as both an introduction to creating websites and learning
about the reliability of internet research. Students implemented the knowledge that they have already learned about
animals to create web pages about a fake animal. With advanced picture editing skills and working with layers, students
produced realistic looking pictures of their fake animal. Students used knowledge gained from the animal unit to make
their animal sound real. This also teaches them that not everything they find on the internet can be trusted.
Fifth graders are learning all about hardware and programming and will be taught to work with data. Using Microsoft
Excel, students are being taught to run a business. Over the course of a few weeks, they will track inventory and profits
for a lemonade stand. They will have to take into account pricing, weather conditions and inventory. Game software
will show them their progress and the formulas they create with Microsoft Excel will teach them to make good business
decisions.
“Digital projects such as Glogster and Paint.net provide another platform to share knowledge and understanding of
content,” said Mrs. Nicole Nolan, fifth grade teacher. “This is very beneficial for diverse learning styles.”
Fifth grade students will also be introduced to programming by creating their own video games through a program
developed by MIT called Scratch. Programming will help students plan and think through scenarios. Students are taught
the importance of being exact and checking over their work.
“The current school year is one of tremendous technology change
and growth in Lower School,” Mrs. Burg said. “Technologically literate
students are more capable of gathering and organizing information to
allow for better critical thinking. These problem-solving skills are
essential to the success of future generations. We are excited to move in
this direction with new programs, multi-media projects, and
technology literacy, which will enhance the students’ 21st Century
skills. We are looking forward to continued growth in the 2012-2013
school year and beyond.”

Naomi Valcourt ‘24 and Evelyn
Errico-Huttler ‘23 become
familiar with an iPad
application.

Rose Kassam ’22 and Maya Aggarwal ‘23 work together on another educational application.
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A large part of the mission in the Middle
School involves preparing students for Upper
School, their teenage years, and all the changes
and unexpected events ahead of them.
The use of technology in the Middle School is a
vital component of that preparation in order to
help our students be successful citizens of the 21st
Century. The Middle School technology
curriculum is designed to make use of the various
aspects of technology interwoven within the
curriculum of all subjects.
“There is no stand-alone technology class,” said
Ms. Ann Hergenrother, Middle School Head.
“Technology is everywhere in the Middle School,
facilitating every aspect of our students’
education.”
The focus on technology is supported by sets of
laptops. Through the use of the laptops and an
interactive whiteboard in every classroom, students
and teachers have access to technology at all times.
Our students are a generation of digital natives;
being surrounded by technology is their natural
environment and they are adept at making use
of it.
Earth science students in Ms. Noreen Jafri’s
class use Excel throughout the year to prepare
them for Upper School. They record lab results,
create graphs and recently made a timeline.
“Many students start eighth grade with little or no
experience using spread sheets, but by the end of
the year they are confident using advanced
formatting features, applying formulas and
inserting charts,” Ms. Jafri said.
The Computer on Wheels (COW) and better
internet connectivity have made a huge difference
in classes taught by Ms. Karen Vrotsos, Middle
School English and history teacher. After the
initial glitches of the new system were fixed,
students and faculty are virtually assured online

Middle School students use laptops to
learn more about technology.

access any time. Online accessibility gives the teacher the luxury of planning entire units around web resources,
allowing students to do research, create media, and employ writing tools that were not used in past years because of
intermittent connection and shortage of computers.
Ms. Vrotsos’ students collaborate on web sites, create journal pages, use tools like Studyblue and Easybib, and
routinely take advantage of the online text for history. They use Moviemaker and presentation tools such as Glogster,
which allows them to combine mixed media – text, images, audio and videos – that they create themselves.
“Rather than photocopying handouts, I can post project instructions on my Google site, complete with images,
videos, and links,” Ms. Vrotsos said. “During our introduction to online research, the faster internet connection sped
their progress and gave us time to explore more advanced research techniques.”
Mrs. Nancy Duddy, the senior
member of the Middle School
faculty, also appreciates better
technology in her American
History classroom. A new
SMART Board was added to
Mrs. Duddy’s room and eighth
grade students were required to
use it in their presentations on
World War II.
“We learned so much and had
so much fun doing it,” Mrs.
Duddy said. “This year I feel
that the Middle School
American History
classes have been enhanced
because technology has
Science teacher Tom Gilbert helps Judy Minnium ’20 and Brittney Wilson ’18 with
been more accessible.”
their animal adaptation project.
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Noelle Sperrazza ’18 shows off the final
product of her animal adaptation project.

Oak

Recently, eighth graders began research for their history-based papers. They used “Billy Bob” (the name for the new
COW) to find information to prove their thesis statements. The students were able to take the laptops to the library
and combine both media during their search.
The seventh graders have used technology in their study of English. They’ve been reading the book The Code Talkers
in English class and used their laptops and the SMART Board in history class to find out about the Navajo Indians.
“We even got to hear how these men sounded as they sent their coded messages during World War II. The seventh
grade will soon begin research for their papers using the COW and the library. They will also use the SMART Board to
present their topics to the class,” Mrs. Duddy said.
Mrs. Christine Cerminaro has found a way to implement technology in her mathematics classes. She asked the eighth
graders to create linear inequality systems on the computer. They used paint and scanning to draw pictures and then
uploaded them and added images.
The seventh graders did transformations on the computers. They used the digital camera, took pictures and uploaded
them. The pictures then had to be translated, reflected, and rotated on the
coordinate plane. In addition, both the seventh and eighth graders use the
graphing calculators in class to graph linear equations.
It’s not just about learning technology in the Middle School. A clear
concern for our students while they are in this digital world is that they
make good choices. Adolescence is a time of experimentation and the
development of good judgment that will keep our students safe in the
broader society.
“Every parent is concerned for their child’s safety online. Through our
transitions classes, the work our health teachers do on social interaction, and
the guidance of our teachers, we work to develop students who are aware of
the risks of cyberspace and know how to protect themselves,” Ms.
Hergenrother said.
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FROM BLACKBOARDS TO SMARTBOARDS…now Moodle!

Upper School Students See Benefits of
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Bill Michalski, Upper School history teacher, uses Moodle and other forms of technology in his AP United States History class.
There’s a new technology in the Upper School with a catchy name – MOODLE.
Simply put, Moodle is a course management system currently used in a 12th grade English and an Advanced
Placement U.S. History class. So, what does it do? In a word, everything.
Moodle is a technology that allows a teacher to build an entire course online. This includes daily and weekly chapter
outlines, homework assignments, study guides, test preparation, presentations, video and audio clips, simulations and an
online discussion element. As Mr. Bill Michalski, AP U.S. History teacher said, “Everything you need is right there.”
The purpose of Moodle is two-fold. First, a teacher can create a customized course that can be supplemented by links
to other related sites.
For example, Mr. Michalski creates and uploads the entire course work and outline for AP U.S. History but also
includes a link to the University of California’s History site, which dovetails with what he teaches at The WardlawHartridge School.
Mrs. Susan Ritter, an Upper School English teacher who uses the Moodle technology in her 12th grade English course,
Film as Literature, says that her classroom is more of a hybrid environment. She posts some of the instruction online but
not everything. Mrs. Ritter says that “this class is really blended instruction in that a physical classroom becomes a
virtual classroom with traditional instruction and textbooks supplemented by the forums, chats and quizzes that are
available through Moodle.”
Like Mr. Michalski, Mrs. Ritter posts links that supplement the course material such as a site for a grammar manual
and a site called OWL, an Online Writing Lab hosted by Purdue University.

Second, Moodle allows students to work independently throughout the week to
accomplish the requirements in a timeframe that works for them.
The biggest
The biggest benefit is that students can take advantage of it and work ahead,”
benefit is that
Mr. Michalski said. “The idea is to get the students doing things on their own.
It’s a course management system and it gets them thinking about things when
students can take
they are not in class.”
advantage of it and
One of the most intriguing aspects of Moodle is the discussion forum. Here,
work ahead. The
Mr. Michalski posts a position or question and, as an assignment, requires the
students to post three comments in reply. All comments must be new ideas so
idea is to get the
this sparks a discussion among the students in the class as they write their
students doing
answers. The surprising thing is that these discussions often occur on the
things on their own.
weekends.
Mrs. Ritter also uses the discussion forum. She may ask the students to respond
It’s a course
to a question by analyzing particular aspects of the films they are studying. Then
management system
she asks them to comment on a peer’s response as well. While she hopes that the
and it gets them
discussion will focus on the content of their answers, she noted “often the
students comment on one another’s writing as well.”
thinking about
There’s also a good deal of flexibility built into this system. Mr. Michalski’s
things when they are
students decide what day to have tests, what day they have a class discussion and
not in class.
when, over the weekends, they have interactive discussions with one another.
“I hope it’s more interesting for them. They are more in control of what they
are learning with this type of system,” he said.
-Mr. Bill Michalski,
“The best thing about Moodle is how it keeps our PowerPoints, discussions,
Upper School history teacher
videos and other material that’s helpful for tests and the AP, all in one place that’s
easy to get to and is organized,” said Chetna Kewalramani, a student in Mr.
Michalski’s AP U.S. History class.
“Moodle helps me become more organized as a student,” classmate Brianna Gutierrez agreed. “We watch videos, flash
files, and even perform online simulations to coincide with the (textbook) material.”
So what about textbooks? In addition to Moodle, students also use traditional textbooks in part because the national
AP exams are based on the textbooks alone.
“I have to stress that this is in addition to the text book. They still have to read the book,” Mr. Michalski said. So
why bother with all the extras? He pointed out, “Kids learn differently. Some learn by watching, some learn by reading
and others learn by listening.”
Many colleges and universities currently use Moodle. Exposure to this technology at Wardlaw-Hartridge will benefit
the students and enhance their preparation for college. During a recent visit to Juniata College, Jeanine Gill, a student
in Mrs. Ritter’s class, watched one of the tour guides use Moodle to respond with a comment in an online chat room
for her class.
“It’s going to make me so prepared for college next year,” Jeanine said. “We’re learning how to properly comment and
write when you’re in class responding in a chat room.”
“We’re just giving
them more support and
preparing them for
college,” Mr. Michalski
said. “This is what
they’re going to
encounter in college.”
So, are there any other
benefits?
“Well,” Mr. Michalski
said, “it saves a lot of
paper.”

“
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Upper School students Diamond Carr ’12, Jaiminee Patel ’12, Jeanine Gill ’12 and Danny
Marques ’12 participate in an online chat session in their English class.
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Student Achievements
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W-H Students Shine in School Musical

12

Bravo to the Wardlaw-Hartridge cast and crew for a
spectacular weekend run of Grease!
The students put on three fabulous shows from March 2-4
before sold-out crowds in the All-Purpose Room. Highlights of
this year’s spring musical included ensemble numbers
“Summer Lovin’” and “You’re the One That I Want.”
Nearly one-quarter of the Upper and Middle School student
body was involved in the musical, including 13 seniors who
participated in their final high school production: actors
Danny Marques as Danny, Aneesa Sonawalla as Sandy, Milika
Griffiths as Rizzo, Brian Downing as Roger, Ashley Martin as
Marty, Lauren Levine as Frenchy, Catherine Badalamenti as
Patty Simcox, Diamond Carr as Miss Lynch, Jeanine Gill as a
cheerleader and Marisa Carlucci as Blanche and crew members
An Vu, Marie Vlad and Jaiminee Patel.
“Everyone in the audience came to have a good time and
the students in the cast and crew delivered! This musical will
be a performance that our W-H community will remember for
a long time. I couldn’t be more proud of them,” said Sharon
Byrne, the show’s music director and co-producer.
The cast also included Billy Nolan ’13 as Kenickie, Nick
Davis ’13 as Sonny, Mairead Forrest ’14 as Jan, Max Needle
’16 as Doody, Alex Barbet ’14 as Teen Angel and Vince
Fontaine, Noah Fischer ’17 as Eugene, Brian Machoka ’15 as
Johnny Casino, Neelam Patel ’14 as the Radio Singer, Antonia
Santangelo ’16 as Cha-Cha, Stephanie Smyczek ’13 as Sheila
and Jonathan Trilleras ’16 as the Scientist.

by Rudy Brandl ’83

Students Share Reflections on Martin Luther King Jr.
The Martin Luther King Jr. Essay Contest winners from The
Wardlaw-Hartridge School were treated to a Sunday afternoon
matinee performance of The Mountaintop, a powerful offBroadway play starring Samuel L. Jackson and Angela Bassett
in New York City. One of the show’s producers is Ted
Snowdon, a 1965 graduate of the school.
Contest winners James Nolan ’12, Briana Crawley ’15 and
Neema Liverpool ’15 accompanied Andrew Webster, Head of
School, to the show.
Students submitted
essays on the effect
Martin Luther King Jr.
has had on their life and
how Dr. King has
influenced them.
Ayush Menon ’19 Wins National Squash Title
Fifth grader Ayush Menon
recently won the U.S. Junior
Squash Championships in the
Boys’ Under-11 category.
This tournament was played
at Harvard University and
700 youngsters from 23
different countries
participated in the event.
Ayush was ranked No. 1 in
the world in his age group
when he won the tournament. He has since moved up to the
next age classification, the Under-13 division.

Jessica Clarke ’12 Leads Community Service Effort
Jessica Clarke ’12 spends the first Sunday of every
month organizing “Sunday Sandwiches” at St. John’s
Episcopal Church in downtown Elizabeth. Jessica reaches
out to a number of local businesses and receives donations
for everything she needs from dozens of eggs to crates of
fresh fruit. It is important to her that she provides a
variety of options so that those who come on Sunday have
a say in what they would like to eat. Every sandwich is
made to order and on some Sundays that can be over 140
sandwiches made fresh.
Early this year, a few of her cheerleading teammates and
coach Miss Tanda Tucker volunteered to help. Skyla Choi
’12, Aneesa Sonawalla ’12, Nick Davis ’13 and Billy
Nolan ’13 spent part of their day helping to serve over
60 people.
Jessica said it was amazing having the support of her
fellow cheerleaders.
“The transformation from a small organization
composed of a few of my closest friends to serving more
than 140 sandwiches to over 60 people is unbelievable,”
Jessica said. “Having the support of the cheerleading team
this week was amazing and I am excited to see the future
growth of Sunday Sandwiches.”
“What Jessie is doing for others is remarkable. I hope
that her example will encourage her teammates and others
to lend a helping hand when they can,” Miss Tucker said.

Robyn Stewart Wins First W-H
Geography Bee
Seventh grader Robyn Stewart won the
school’s first Geography Bee on January 10.
Robyn topped a field of eight participants in
the contest.
Anuva Goel finished second and Simu
Singh placed third. The contest was run by
Ms. Esther Faus, Middle School Spanish and
Prima Lingua teacher, and Ms. Noreen Jafri, Middle School science
and math teacher.
The National Geographic Society holds a National Geographic
Bee for students in thousands of schools across the United States
and around the world. This year, middle school students enrolled
in the Geo Bee Club were able to compete for the opportunity to
be at the annual National Geographic Bee competition for the first
time.
Robyn, the W-H winner, will advance to the next level of the
competition, which will be a written examination to determine
state competitors. All school winners are eligible to compete at
the national championship. First prize is a $25,000 college
scholarship. The national competition is on May 22-24, 2012 in
Washington, D.C.
Phil Kim ’13 Selected To All-State
Symphonic Band
Phil Kim ’13 has been playing the
contrabass clarinet for only two years,
but he’s already become advanced
enough to earn very special
instrumental recognition. After a
successful audition at J.P. Stevens
High on January 20, Phil was selected
as a member of the All-State
Symphonic Band.

Jessica Clarke ’12 (center) joins her mother, Rev. Sheelagh
Clarke (W-H Board of Trustees) and classmate Skyla Choi
’12 at the soup kitchen.
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The entire Lower School student body participated in First Lady
Michelle Obama’s “Let’s Move” initiative by attempting to break
the Guinness Book of World Records for most people doing
jumping jacks. The students filled Plumeri Gym and did as many
jumping jacks as possible for one minute during recess on
Wednesday, October 12.

and

“It’s a great honor to play in that kind of band and
meet people who are so good,” Phil said. “It’s a pleasure to
play with them.”
Phil performed in the All-State Concert on February 25
at the New Jersey Performing Arts Center in Newark.
“I am delighted that Phil will have the opportunity to
play in the New Jersey All-State Band,” said Mrs. Jane
Brown, the W-H instrumental music instructor. “It is a
thrilling experience to play music at this level of difficulty
with other high school students from around the state. It
is also an honor and wonderful experience to perform in
New Jersey’s premiere concert hall, NJPAC.”
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Lower School Students Jump to World Record
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Holiday Concerts

by Rudy Brandl ’83
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Lower School Students Ring in the Holidays
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There’s nothing like a group of
children singing and playing music to
capture the spirit of the holiday season.
The Lower School students brought
their annual dose of holiday cheer at
the Holiday Concert on Friday,
December 16. Under the direction of
Shannon Caldwell, Lower School
Music Teacher, and Jane Brown,
Instrumental Music Teacher, the
youngsters put on a delightful
performance.
Kindergarten and first grade
students opened the concert by singing
Mittens, A la Pureto do Cielo and
S’vivon. Nicholas Vargas ’23 (dreidel)
and Rohan Batra ’23 and Varleine Coq
’23 (tambourine) provided instrumentals.
The fifth grade band took the stage and played Mickey Mouse March, Old Joe Clark, Brother Martin and The Chipmunk Song.
The third grade recorder consort played Swingin’ Old St. Nicholas, with Scott Greaney ’21, Leila Hernandez-Webster ‘21, Mason
Howell ’21, Neil Malur ’21 and Marcia Ojo ’21 on mallets, Tyler Jones ’21, Anna Razvi ’21 and Sara Reiss ’21 on jingle bells
and Elijah Gray ’21, Nicolas Hernandez-Webster ’21 and Amanda Lutz ’21 on rhythm sticks.
The second and third grades sang Winter Sun/Winter Fun, El Desembre Congrelat and Joy! The fourth and fifth grades sang Heri
za Kwanzaa, Happy Hanukah, My Friend, Rui Rui Chui and Just Chillin’. This part of the show included many solos, including
the conga by Mr. Andrew Webster, Head of School, on the Kwanzaa tune. Student soloists included Mika Walker ’19 (flute),
Kelton Estabrook ’19 (finger cymbals), Christopher Shen ’19 (hand drum), Staninslav DeLaurentiis ’19, Sydney Rose ’20, Lily
Helander ’19, Logan Hill ’20, Sydney Johnson ’20 and Vanshika Malik ’20. Dancers for Just Chillin’ were Jane Anderson-Schmitt
’20, Janeyce McCray ’20, Briella Payami ’19, Louisa Sperrazza ’20, Alexandra Vargas ’19 and Judy Minnium ’20.
The entire K-5 choir closed by performing White Christmas, featuring solos by Dazlyn Erachshaw ’19, Kelly Lawrence ’20,
Kaeli Montague ’19 and Portia Rowley ’20 and playing of the mark tree by Aadhavaarasam Raviarasan ’20.
Near the end of the show, a surprise visit from Santa Claus delighted the crowd. Santa wished everyone a Happy Holiday
season and returned to the North Pole to prepare for Christmas.

Santa Claus visited the Pre-K and Junior Kindergarten students
after their wonderful holiday concert performance.

The Oakwood Room was filled with holiday cheer and festive
décor for guests to enjoy refreshments after the concerts.

Middle School Students Share Festive Spirit at Holiday Concert
The Middle School chorus
and band put on quite a show
at their annual Holiday
Concert on Wednesday,
December 14. Festive music
filled the air as the middle
school students provided
entertainment and cheer for
the holiday season.
The sixth grade band
opened with New Orleans
Strut, Russian Sailors’ Dance
and Ding Dong! Merrily on
High. The seventh and eighth
grade boys performed Credo
from Lord Nelson Mass and the
Boys Choir sang Thinking About You. The Middle School Jazz Band played Santa Baby featuring solos by Cecily D’Amore ’16
(flute), Jason Yin ’18 (saxophone), Noah Fischer ’17 (trumpet) and Suraj Chandran ’18 (saxophone).
The sixth grade choir followed with Alleluia, Can You Hear Me? and Let it Snow, Let it Snow, Let it Snow! The seventh grade
band played Space Needle and a wonderful arrangement of Christmas Classics. The seventh grade girls performed Durme, Durme
and the Girls Choir sang My Favorite Things, Someone Like You and Celtic Bell Carol.
Flarinets played German Dance and White Christmas, Boys and Girls Choirs sang I’d Like to Teach the World to Sing and the
Seventh and Eighth Grade Choir sang Aeyaya Balano Sakkad and Any Dream Will Do. The Combined Choirs closed the show
with a rousing performance of Sleigh Ride.

Upper School Students Shine At Holiday Concert
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Festive tunes filled the air at the Upper School Holiday Concert on Wednesday, December 7. The
program included performances by the Brass Ensemble, MadJazz vocal group, the Concert Band,
Jazz Band, Concert Choir and newly formed Faculty Choir.
The Brass Ensemble opened the show with Deck the Halls and O Tannenbaum. MadJazz followed
with My Spirit Sang All Day and I’ll Be Home for Christmas, featuring a solo by Ashley Martin ’12.
The Concert Band played Amparito Roca, Victory at Sea Medley and Canadian Brass Christmas. The
Faculty Choir sang Sleigh Ride and the Jazz Band played Doxy featuring soloists Alam Merchant ’13,
Zubin Mulji ’14, Matt Handzy ’15 and Vraj Patel ’12 and followed with Feliz Navidad.
The Concert Choir performed four songs: How Can I Keep from Singing?, Bashana Haba’ah, with
a piano solo by Kim Son ’13, The Vacant Choir featuring a solo by Sarah Chalabi ’13 and trumpet
by Alam Merchant ’13, and Dashing Through the Snow. The combined band and choir invited the
audience to join them in singing the traditional Hallelujah Chorus to end the concert.
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Kush Mody ’13
Gains Valuable Experience in Medical Mission

by Rudy Brandl ’83
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Dominican
Republic gave
him a new
perspective and
strengthened his
passion for
medicine.
“I’ve been
wanting to do
something
philanthropic for
a
long time,”
Kush translates information into English so it can be entered in a
Kush said. “I feel
computer.
it’s really
rewarding when you can help people on
Kush Mody ’13 still wants
a daily basis. I wanted to try something
to become a doctor. In fact,
a little bit different.”
he’s even more certain of his
Kush was able to share this experience
with his father, Dr. Suresh Mody, the
professional career path
chairman of the Medical Imaging
after spending a week
Department at St. Michael’s. Dr. Mody
working at a medical
was a late addition to the medical
mission in the Dominican
mission group when a radiologist was
needed to read a new ultrasound
Republic last autumn.
machine that was being used for the
first time. This new technology allowed
The Wardlaw-Hartridge School
an ultrasound to be transmitted via
junior shared a 45-minute presentation
satellite in 17 seconds from the
with the Upper School student body on
Dominican Republic to Hackensack
November 30 with details and pictures
General Hospital. This marked the first
of an experience that may have
time that an ultrasound was transmitted
cemented his intention to become a
via satellite.
medical professional. Kush shared a
However, there was nothing
day-by-day account of his work in the
glamorous about working long days
clinics, where he interacted with
with limited electricity and no hot
hundreds of patients as the primary
water and attending to hundreds of
person in charge of triaging. He
patients with a myriad of medical
accompanied 50 doctors on the trip to
problems. Kush took charge of triaging
Dajabon on a mission sponsored by the
all of the patients and conversed with
Waves of Health program.
them in Spanish. He translated for the
Kush already had experienced more
doctors and found himself involved
than most 16-year-old aspiring doctors
with the treatment and care of the
through his work with the Edison First
patients after taking their blood
Aid Squad and participation in a
pressure and other vital signs. Kush told
summer program at St. Michael’s
his peers that he spoke Spanish all day
Medical Center in Newark. Working
and even started “thinking in Spanish.”
under difficult conditions in some of
“I was the first person to have patient
the most impoverished areas of the
contact,” said Kush, who was pressed
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into immediate service when the triage
chief arrived a day late due to the Oct.
28 snowstorm. “I had to dive right into
it. On the first day, we saw over 500
patients. That was a rough day.”
Kush didn’t have the benefit of
returning to a four-star hotel at night.
It was hot and steamy in the
Dominican Republic and the sporadic
electricity left him sweating and
freezing at different times during sleepdeprived nights.
“You don’t know what is good until
you see bad,” Dr. Mody said. “I wanted
Kush to get exposed to these things. I
have worked in clinics like this in India.
He was exposed to different types of
problems and this shows me that he is
interested in medicine. This is one way
you can help people. This is what being
a doctor is all about.”
“I know I want to be a doctor,” Kush
said. “As I get new experiences, I keep
altering what kind of doctor I want to
be. I wanted to be a surgeon but after
this experience, I really like emergency
medicine. Every day is a new story and
you’re going to see a different
challenge.”
Kush will never forget the people of
Dajabon. He saw patients with blood
pressure readings over 200 and blood
sugar levels higher than 350. Yet, these
people didn’t complain. They just
needed medical care and still need more
help. Kush would like to help raise
money for a new ambulance, which will
improve the care these people receive.
His spirit and passion for this mission is
still very evident. It certainly made an
impression on the doctors in the
mission.
“Right now in the hospital, people
talk about him, not me,” Dr. Mody
said.
“I’m really glad I did it,” Kush said.
“I saw a lot of crazy things, but it was
very rewarding.”

Spanish Exchange Trip
by Rudy Brandl ’83
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Eight Wardlaw-Hartridge students spent their spring
break in Spain and enjoyed a full cultural experience
from March 10-23, 2012. The students lived with
host families, used the native language and attended
classes at Altair School in Madrid.
Micaela Lyons ’11, Marie Vlad ’11, Ernest Afflu
’12, Vanessa Santana ’12, Aditya Dalal ’13, Zubin
Mulji ’13, Shareef Ibraheem ’14 and Shafeeq Ibraheem
’14 spent almost two weeks living and learning in
Spain. The students from Madrid will visit W-H from
April 2-15.
Senora Yolanda Reyes, Upper School Spanish
teacher and Language Department Chair, supervised
the trip for the fourth time. Her son, 2003 W-H
graduate Jim DuPont, joined the group as a
chaperone.
“My students were there to practice their Spanish
and the immersion in the language was great for
them,” Sra. Reyes said. “I’m very happy that they were
willing to try things and very open to new experiences.
The enthusiasm this group had was so nice. They were
all very positive. It was a wonderful trip.”
The W-H students followed the schedule of the
students at the Altair School which began with classes
at 8 a.m. and they attended classes with their new
friends. They also visited the royal palace, took a high
speed train from Madrid to Cordoba, went to Toledo
and learned how to dance the flamenco and merengue.
“This year’s Spain trip was a life-changing
experience,” Aditya said. “Arriving there not knowing
what to expect, I tried as many activities and foods as
possible to become more familiar with the Spanish
culture.”
The students also tried many different types of
Spanish cuisine, played soccer and visited museums
and other historic sites. They also observed the
tradition of the siesta, a two-hour break in daily
Spanish life.
“Staying with a Spanish family for two weeks and
speaking Spanish constantly, day and night, was one of
the best ways for me to learn and take my Spanish to a
different level. Interestingly, I even started thinking in
Spanish,” Aditya said. “Overall, I had an unforgettable
experience in Spain, and hope to get another
opportunity like this in the future.”
“The trip enriched their cultural knowledge and
historical knowledge,” Sra. Reyes said. “They were
fascinated by the buildings and they were able to make
sense of what they’re learning here. They loved the fact
that they lived in a city. It was a great learning
experience that they can carry with them for the rest
of their lives.”
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W-H Celebrates

Chinese New Year in Style

by Rudy Brandl ’83
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A dragon made its way into the All-Purpose Room to signal the start of the Chinese New Year
celebration at The Wardlaw-Hartridge School on Monday morning, January 23. For much of the
rest of the week, the school recognized the international holiday with an impressive array of
activities incorporating elementary, middle and high school students.

Second grade students visited the Chinese classroom and celebrated the new year with a dragon parade.
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“I definitely saw a lot of enthusiasm,”
said Ms. Hua Liu, the school’s Chinese
teacher. “It’s good to see that now the
students know a lot about Chinese New
Year. They jumped into the activities right
away and they learned more about it.”
It started with the Upper School
morning meeting presentation.
International students from China
marched in holding a big dragon to kick
off the celebration and recognize the Year

of the Dragon. They followed by making
an announcement and gave a brief
introduction of the holiday. Astuti Bhasin,
a Level 2 Chinese student, taught the
Upper School students how to say “Happy
New Year” in Chinese.
All students in the Chinese classes then
presented red envelopes to our
international students from China as a
way to show love and care for those who
weren’t able to spend this most important

holiday with their families. This is a
Chinese tradition that Ms. Liu was happy
to see her students embrace.
“This time they actually gave something
to other students,” Ms. Liu said. “That
made them really proud.”
Activities in Ms. Liu’s classroom began
shortly after the morning meeting on
January 23 as the seventh graders made
presentations to fifth graders. After hours
of researching, discussing, writing,

Mrs. Kelly Cannizzo and Shreya Dharayan
’22 try on native Chinese dresses.
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designing and practicing, the seventh graders made PowerPoint presentations on a variety
of topics associated with Chinese New Year. The fifth graders listened to the presentations,
tasted traditional food and made beautiful lanterns with the seventh graders.
“I learned a lot about Chinese culture from my project and others,” seventh grader
Carlin Schildge reflected. “I realized that Chinese New Year is a lot like our New Year –
fancy and fun decorations, yummy food and sweet treats, even special music and
performances.”
“Now that I have learned about this traditional holiday, I want to go to China and
witness it myself,” seventh grader Noah Fischer added. “It seems really exciting.”
Throughout the week, sixth graders did arts and crafts, sang the Happy New Year song,
and researched and presented holiday facts. Level 1 and 2 Chinese class students tasted
traditional food and participated in a “Chopsticks Competition” and the winners
received prizes.
Ms. Liu’s classroom was festive and open to visitors throughout the week. Traditional
decorations adorned the room, which included beautiful red garments for visitors to wear
and signs with characters, which stand for happiness, good luck and prosperity. Ms. Liu
also shared candies that signify good luck with all visitors to the classroom. The outfits are
traditional costumes worn in China at this time of year. The children and adults were
welcome to try them on.
“They could be Chinese for one minute,” Ms. Liu said with a laugh.
Lower School students visited the Chinese classroom throughout the week. The
children really enjoyed parading around the room with the dragon. Ms. Liu also prepared
instructions for the Lower School students to make lanterns in their own classroom.
“They can show their parents and their friends,” Ms. Liu said. “It’s a way to promote
Chinese to people outside of our classroom. Our program goes beyond the Chinese
classroom.”
Thanks to a grant from the Asia Society and inclusion in the Confucius Classrooms
Network, the Wardlaw-Hartridge program also goes beyond the continent. Ms. Liu’s
students made holiday cards to be mailed to students in China. Wardlaw-Hartridge is in
the process of building a relationship with a partner school in China.
“All of these celebration activities teach them many things,” Ms. Liu said. “It lets them
experience not just by reading but by doing things. They can see it’s not just happening in
our one classroom here. They do it for students in other classes and other grades from
Upper to Middle to Lower. There’s a great connection between the students here and the
students in China.”

Ivy
Seventh graders help fifth graders
make paper lanterns during the
Chinese New Year celebration.
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Wardlaw-Hartridge Celebrates Diversity At

International
Family Fun
Night

W-H students joined African dancers on stage
during International Family Fun Night.
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by Rudy Brandl ’83
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International Family Fun Night lived up to its name once again as hundreds of people poured into the AP Room at The
Wardlaw-Hartridge School for an evening of good food and entertainment. The school community celebrated its diversity with
cuisine and entertainment from many different parts of the world.
“The event really is so much fun to plan, and the children really seem to enjoy the unique entertainment,” said WardlawHartridge Parents’ Association president Bonnie Nolan, the chief organizer of the annual event. “The performers in some cases
don’t speak English, but they still manage to teach the children about the origin and purpose of their songs and dances. They also
enjoy performing, which I suppose is why every performer stayed on longer than 30 minutes, and the kids benefit from that
energy.” W-H families contributed all of the food in the buffet line, which included a vast array of Indian and Asian delicacies.
The senior class helped set up the buffet and
served food to the patrons throughout the
evening.
For a bargain price of $10, guests were
treated to an all-you-can-eat international
buffet.
In addition, the swimming pool was open for
the children to enjoy. Lee Nicholls, Physical
Education Department Chair, provided the
lifeguards from the Lifeguard Certification
Course he taught earlier this year. Many
youngsters used the pool throughout the
evening.
“It was so great to have students from W-H
providing this essential service. They were so
helpful, and I hope they benefited from the
W-H students Alexandra Vargas ’19, Jeni
experience,” Mrs. Nolan said.
Lyn Vargas ’22 and Nicholas Vargas ’23 and
The Scholastic Book Fair held extended
a group of Irish dancers entertain the crowd.
hours Friday and remained open throughout
International Family Fun Night. Many
Centerpieces reflected the many cultures
youngsters came back with their parents and
present in our school community.
purchased a few more books.

Alumni Help W-H Celebrate

World Language Week
By Rudy Brandl ’83

Three Wardlaw-Hartridge alumni made presentations to help the school celebrate World Language Week from March 5-9.
Each day recognized a different language: Chinese (Monday), French (Tuesday), Italian (Wednesday), Latin (Thursday) and
Spanish (Friday).
Dr. Nolis Arkoulakis ’84 returned to his alma mater to speak to the Upper School about the importance of studying the
Classics on Latin Day. Dr. Arkoulakis graduated summa cum laude from Princeton University with a major in Classics and later
earned his Master’s degree in Classics from Oxford University. After meeting with the Upper School students, Dr. Arkoulakis
visited the Middle School Latin class with Macada Brandl ’87, Upper School Latin teacher.
During his remarks, Dr. Arkoulakis shared his passion for the Classics and how this field of study opens doors to success in
many professions. He went on to medical school and became a plastic surgeon.
Two young alumni appeared as guest speakers on Spanish Day to share their stories about the importance of learning
languages. Will Vogt ’08, a senior in the School of Foreign Service at Georgetown University, and Sydney Briggs ‘05, spoke about
their experiences as language learners and the impact that languages have had on their lives after high school and around
the globe. Will and Sydney also spoke to AP Spanish students in Senora Yolanda Reyes’ class. Will gave a PowerPoint
presentation with an overview of his semester abroad in Ecuador.
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Here is a brief synopsis of the other daily foreign language activities:
Chinese - The four-hour event included
a movie, guest speaker, buffet dinner and
Skype session with Houzhou High
School in China. The movie Gua Sha
Treatment told a story of cultural
conflicts experienced by a Chinese
family in the United States. Guest
speaker Dr. Jidong Sun provided an
interesting lecture on Chinese medicine,
acupuncture and other treatments. After
the Chinese buffet dinner, W-H students
and their teacher, Ms. Hua Liu,
communicated with their partner school
via Skype. All of the day’s activities were
funded by a grant from the Asia Society’s
Confucius Classrooms Network.

French - Rutgers University professor
Dr. Uri Eisenzweig and his colleague Dr.
Mercedes Brand presented a very
entertaining French music program to all
Upper School students. Dr. Eisenzweig
played accordion and piano while Dr.
Brand sang four songs in French. The
French students also participated in a
sing-along to “Douce France” led by
Milika Griffiths ’12.

Ivy

Dr. Nolis Arkoulakis ’84 and Macada Brandl ’87, Upper School Latin
teacher, speak to the Middle School students about the importance of
studying the Classics on Latin Day.
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Sydney Briggs ’05 (left) and Will Vogt ’08 join Señora
Yolanda Reyes on Spanish Day.

Italian - The Italian class staged a special
fashion show during Clubs period. This
entertaining show, led by Ms. Alessandra
Cozzi as the announcer, highlighted
various contributions Italians have made
to the fashion industry. This included
everything from the toga to the threepiece suit to sunglasses. Each student
had to research an important fad or
item the Italians brought to the world
fashion stage.
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Athletics
Fall Teams Produce Banner Seasons
by Patricia Malizia, Director of Athletics
The Wardlaw-Hartridge varsity athletic teams produced three Gold Division championships in the 2011
fall season. The boys’ and girls’ soccer teams and the girls’ tennis team captured division titles and the girls’
volleyball team showed tremendous improvement by posting more victories than the previous year.
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Boys’ Varsity Soccer
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First-year head coach Pedro
Aresta took over for longtime
leader Mike Romeo and
continued the program’s
winning ways with the help of
returning assistant Manny
Pereira. The boys again
dominated the GMC’s Gold
Division with an undefeated
record (13-0-0) and took the
division title for the second
straight year.
The Rams had three players represent our school as All-Division and one honored as GMC All-Conference. Captain
Arturo Martinez ’12, who was named to the All-Division Team, led the way with 24 goals and 21 assists. He also broke
and now holds the all-time career scoring record for boys’ soccer at Wardlaw-Hartridge with 54 goals. Matthew Nader
’14, a sophomore who had impressive numbers during the season and ended the year with 15 goals and 11 assists, was
named to the All-Division Team. Captain Zach Bialik ’13 also was named to the All-Division and GMC All-Conference
teams. He had remarkable numbers and achievements with 18 goals and six assists.
Overall, it was a very rewarding year with 15 wins matching the best all-time total in boys’ soccer at W-H.

Girls’ Varsity Soccer
The girls were dominant in 2011 posting a record of 17-4 with only one regular season loss. The Rams were crowned
co-champs with Highland Park atop the GMC Gold Division.
W-H had an impressive run in the Non-Public B state tournament. The team was seeded No. 1 with a first round bye
before facing Trenton Catholic and defeating them 4-0. Next they faced Our Lady of Mercy and won 4-1. For the first
time ever, the Rams played in the sectional state final but fell to Mater Dei 3-0.
The Rams gave a true team effort this
season, but also had many individuals
earn impressive recognition. Valentina
Margiottiello ’13 stepped up and led the
team in scoring this year. The junior had
just 17 goals combined in her freshman
and sophomore years. In 2011 she netted
27, making her a presence in the top-15
for scoring in the state all season. She also
contributed 16 assists.
Taylor Gerhart ’14 also had a breakout
season with 16 goals and 10 assists and
was named to the GMC All-Division and
Prep B first teams. Classmate Mairead Forrest ’14 helped the Rams effort this season scoring 11 goals and dishing out
11 assists. She was also named to the GMC All-Division and Prep B first teams. Junior Nina Pangan anchored the
Rams defense and was the main reason the team outscored its opponents 93-24.

Girls’ Varsity Tennis
The girls’ tennis team accomplished its goals
by defending its first place finish in the GMC
Blue Division and placing well in other team
and individual competitions. A major factor in
this team’s success was the cohesiveness and
camaraderie the girls showed throughout
the season.
Junior first singles player Katie Buchbinder
’13, in her third season at the top position, led
the way with a 25-6 record. Charlotte Greaney
’13, at second singles, clinched the team’s title
with a decisive victory over Highland Park.
Shruti Nadkarni ’12 was undefeated (14-0) in
regular season matches at third singles.
Two new doubles teams also emerged as
regular winners. Jessica Cheng ’13 and Sonya
Sinha ’12 went 13-0 in regular matches and
advanced to the finals of the State Prep
Tournament. The second doubles team of
Pranali Soni ’13 and Emily Wexler ’14 finished
9-3 in regular season play.

Janissa Delzo ’12 Sets Career Girls’ Scoring Record
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Janissa Delzo goes up for a basket and two of her
1,480 career points.
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Janissa Delzo walked on to campus in the fall of 2008 as one of the
most highly touted freshman basketball players in Middlesex County. As
a freshman, Janissa led the team to a 9-11 record. In her sophomore year,
the team posted an 11-11 record including a one-point victory over JFK
in the first game of the season and a rout of Metuchen later that year.
Janissa’s record-breaking career hit a pinnacle in her junior year when
the team went 15-10 including a big win over Carteret in the Rams firstever appearance in the GMC tournament. That brought the team to a
rematch with the Bulldogs in the next round of the Middlesex County
Tournament. This game would see Janissa break the 1,000 mark
becoming the first girl to hit the milestone since Sarah Williamson ’98.
The Rams started the 2011-12 basketball season with the confidence to
vie for a GMC Division, Prep and Non-Public B title. In what could
certainly be a program-defining win over South Plainfield, Janissa broke
the girls all-time scoring record. She sank 17 points including a layup
early in the third quarter to put her at 1,409, surpassing Sarah’s total of
1,408. Janissa added another 71 points more to put her career mark at
1,480, making her the second all-time leading scorer in school history
behind only Brian Roach ’80, who scored 1,749 points.
Janissa was able to accomplish these amazing feats through her
dedication to the sport. However, she could never have done it alone.
Much of her success is also due to the ability of her teammates to get her
the ball and the unselfishness they all demonstrated so that the team as a
whole could accomplish great things.
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Wardlaw-Hartridge Going Strong
35 Years After Merger

by Patricia Turner Kavanaugh ’63
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The main house at the old Hartridge School campus.
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Rhona Eserner, now Head of the
Upper School at The WardlawHartridge School, remembers the first
minutes of her opening day at the
merged schools’ campus on Inman
Avenue, 35 years ago.
Eserner had taught all math courses
but geometry, plus a January Term
computer class for three years at
Hartridge, which she called “an idyllic
place” under headmistress Betsy Cayer.
Eserner also knew her Hartridge
faculty colleagues and older girls at the
school were “concerned about being
swallowed up” in the new institution.
That first day in September, 1976,
Eserner went through the front
entrance and encountered “a gruff man
standing in the lobby yelling at the
boys to tuck in their shirts and
straighten their jackets.”
Eserner vowed to herself that she
would have nothing to do with that
man and she would stay totally away
from him.
“I was sure scared of him,” Eserner
said.

The man was Bob Vietor, and
Eserner can say, all these years later,
that he came to be one of her best
friends and a treasured colleague. And,
of course, she is still working at W-H
and devoted to the place and her
students, boys and girls.
Back in the early 1970s, many small
independent schools were looking to
merge in order to ensure long-term
sustainability. Change was inevitable
and threatened every school
constituency – students, parents,
faculty, administrators, staff, trustees,
alumnae and alumni.
At this time, the Hartridge Board
faced the retirement of longtime
school head Harriet Sleeper and
interviewed Betsy Cayer as her
replacement.
“They knew I favored merger and
would work toward that goal,” said
Cayer, who served as Hartridge School
head, W-H School assistant head, and,
some years later as a longtime W-H
trustee. “In 1975 we did not know
exactly what all the changes would be

that would move the schools ahead,
but we were convinced that two
schools of under 300 each ranging
from kindergarten through 12th grade
could not survive very long.”
Alice Vorwerk worked for Cayer at
Hartridge and stayed with the Lower
School, eventually becoming Director
of Admission there. Mrs. Vorwerk
stayed at the school a total of 24 years,
20 after the merger. One daughter
graduated from Hartridge and the
younger two matriculated from the
new institution.
“In the end, it turned out very well,”
Mrs. Vorwerk said. “Each year got
easier and easier.”
The process wasn’t always easy and
Board members were not always
united.
Mr. Ashley Weare was the father of
three girls at Hartridge. Mr. Charles
Detwiller, a long-time trustee and
another father of three Hartridge girls
asked Weare to join the Board. In
turn, Weare invited Mr. Ed Samek to
come aboard.

“It was the best gift I could have given Hartridge and Wardlaw-Hartridge,” Weare said.
Samek became a firm proponent of the merger, while Weare was one of the strongest opponents. Weare was “very
strongly in favor of the attitude and tradition of Miss Sleeper to educate girls.” Weare, Mary Moon and Patricia Turner
Kavanaugh ’63 were the three Hartridge trustees who voted against the merger.
“It’s OK the three of us were out-voted. In retrospect, it was a good decision. It has been a success,” Weare said.
Cynthia Smyth ’49, a Hartridge alumna who also taught at the school and sent her daughter there, said, “I would
have loved to have Hartridge stay an all-girls’ school, but it certainly seems to have worked out well.” Mrs. Smyth
regularly attends Fall Fair and Homecoming Day, and any time she visits campus, is impressed by students’ “enthusiasm
and smiling faces.”
Evan Peterson, who was honored at Fall Fair and Homecoming 2011 for his contributions to the school’s athletic
programs, was athletic director at The Wardlaw County Day School and assumed that role at the merged W-H.
“Tension, in a word,” is how Peterson summed up the feelings just prior to and for some time after the merger.
Initially, he said, young faculty members at both schools were apprehensive about their employment status. In
addition, Peterson said, there was tension and uncertainty about the new school’s leadership, with Wardlaw Head
Prentice Horne taking the top spot and Mrs. Cayer, the Hartridge Head, named Assistant Head.
The feeling at Wardlaw, Peterson recalled, was that “a bunch of ladies would come over and try to run a boys’ school,”
a sentiment he is sure was reciprocated at Hartridge.
By the time Mr. Joseph Bonk joined the W-H Board in 1984, things were running smoothly. Mr. Bonk, who served
as Board Chairman from 1993 to 2004, finds W-H “a wonderful place, where girls and boys study together.” Thirty-five
years later, Bonk said, “two good independent schools are going forward.”
Randy Rogers ’81 succeeded Bonk as Board President. Rogers attended Wardlaw for eight years, then spent five years
at W-H. Mr. Rogers recalled eighth grade to be “an interesting age to experience co-education for the first time. I think
of my high school experience in a very positive way.”
Rogers pointed out he was the first graduate of the combined W-H to join the Board. Watching his son and daughter
at W-H, Rogers said, “I don’t see any lingering effects of the merger. Some of the pre-merger alums should come back.
They would be proud, and recognize the core values of the separate schools.”
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The Central Avenue campus at the old Wardlaw Country Day School.
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A Letter from

Karen Leach ’85, President of the Alumni Association
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Karen Leach ’85, sitting at the head of the table, conducts an Alumni Association meeting.
As graduates of The Wardlaw-Hartridge School, we know the importance of an independent school education. Having a
strong alumni association shows that we care about the legacy of our school and that we are available to help students currently
attending the school.
For those alumni who attended the All-1980s class reunion at the Plainfield Country Club, this was our first event to bring in
more than 75 former students. We had a great time reconnecting and reflecting on our days at W-H. We have planned a variety
of social events throughout the year and we invite you to attend and meet alumni from various class years.
During my tenure, the contribution I am most proud of has been a community service component that allows alumni to come
together for a cause. Last year, many of us volunteered at the Community Food Bank of New Jersey and we will make this an
annual event. We are scheduled to come together for Family Day on May 6, which will give our organization another
opportunity to interact with W-H students and work for a cause.
We will also lend our support to Jessica Clarke, a senior student who serves meals to the homeless. Her program, housed at
her mother’s church in Elizabeth, not only serves meals but provides clothing as well. Volunteering with the younger students is
very rewarding and no matter how much of an age difference there is, the spirit of W-H is a unifying force.
Another one of my goals is to expand the visibility of the alumni organization. If there is an event at the school, alums are
encouraged to attend and show support to current students. Also, students can benefit from our career expertise and we should
make ourselves available if a student has a question about a potential college that we may have attended. Our collective
network should be strengthened and it will only be possible by making sure that your contact information is updated in the
Alumni Office.
We must also consider that in addition to our volunteer efforts, our financial contributions can help continue the WardlawHartridge tradition and mission. If you are interested in joining our organization, attending an event or making a donation,
please contact Rudy Brandl ’83, Director of Alumni Relations, at rbrandl@whschool.org.
Best regards,
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Karen Leach ’85
President, W-H Alumni Association

Young Alumni Share College Experiences with Students
by Rudy Brandl ’83
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Six recent Wardlaw-Hartridge
graduates shared their insight and
experience with current juniors and
seniors at the annual Young Alumni
College Day on January 4 in Upper
Snowdon. The panel consisted of
Ayna Agarwal ’10, a sophomore at
Stanford University, Chris Gray ’10,
a sophomore at Swarthmore College,
Jian Bland ’11, a freshman at
Rutgers University, Kayla Kluse ’11,
a freshman at Susquehanna
University, Hannah Lipper ’11, a
The young alumni panel, from left to right, Ayna Agarwal (Stanford University),
freshman at Bennington College, and Jian Bland (Rutgers University), Kayla Kluse (Susquehanna University), Adina
Adina Pearlman ’11, a freshman at
Pearlman (Smith College), Chris Gray (Swarthmore College) and Hannah Lipper
Smith College.
(Bennington College), fields questions from the Wardlaw-Hartridge seniors and
Fellow alumnus Rudy Brandl ’83,
juniors in Upper Snowdon.
Director of Alumni Relations, began
the program by welcoming the young alumni back to campus. Mr. Brandl urged the students to ask good questions and
reminded them that it won’t be long before they may be asked to return to sit on the panel and share their experiences
as young college students.
Susan Swenson, Director of College Counseling, asked the six panelists to introduce themselves and describe the
positive aspects of their college experience. The young alumni panelists attend colleges and universities of many
different sizes and all have been able to find the silver lining in the size of their campus.
Mrs. Swenson then opened the floor for questions and the students covered a wide array of topics with their queries.
Questions ranged from how to adjust to being away from your family to making the difficult academic transition from
high school to college to figuring out how to get around without a car.
The alumni agreed that W-H prepared them for college life, especially in the academic arena. Time management and
organization are keys to success in college. W-H students are pushed in their classes and are encouraged to be active in
extracurricular activities. Managing a busy schedule in a small school environment prepares W-H graduates to be
successful in college and beyond.
“The best thing Wardlaw-Hartridge gives you is a work ethic,” Jian said.
“You are well prepared here and you get a good foundation,” Kayla said.
“Wardlaw-Hartridge did prepare me very well,” Chris said. “PT (Privilege Time) in the Senior Lounge will prepare
you for college. It’s just like that – people being noisy playing video games while you’re trying to study or sleep.”
Mrs. Swenson wrapped up the program by asking all six panelists to answer the question, “If I knew then what I
know now, what would I do differently?” The panelists offered interesting replies.
Ayna: “Take it seriously, but don’t stress yourself out about it. College is a platform, a stepping stone for you to do
great things in the future. It’s not the end of the world.”
Jian: “Enjoy your time here.
I think you’ll look back
fondly at your time at W-H.
Try to enjoy it and relax.”
Kayla: “Appreciate your
teachers more. In college, you
might have professors for one
semester. You get to know
your teachers here and value
their insight. It’s really
important.”
Adina Pearlman ’11 and Katina
Alamo ’11 catch up at the Young
Alumni Pizza Lunch in the
Mark Badalamenti ’08 enjoys pizza with Dawn
Oakwood Room.
Francavilla, Director of Student Life.
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Class Notes
Anne Tweedy Ardery ‘39 celebrated her
70th wedding anniversary on December
6, 2011. Her husband celebrated his
98th birthday in March 2012.
Anne Fezandie Goodwin ’42 moved
back to Loudenville, NY from
Massachusetts in 2011. At 87, she finds
the old home and area more convenient
medically and in many other ways. She
is expecting her fifth great-grandchild in
February 2012.
Sidney Moody ’46 and Patricia Moody
’47 are happy to report that Barbara
Dawson Peek ’47 recently moved into
Fellowship Village. They say “it’s great to
have old pals nearby!”
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Margaretta Kuhlthau Mitchell ’53
made a film called Fire, Ruin, Renewal to
commemorate the 1991 San Francisco
fire on its 20th anniversary. She has a
new blog on her website,
www.margarettamitchell.com, that tells
the story.
Ann Romer ’56 continues to write and
edit Family Celebration in Rockville,
MD. Her older daughter Susan returned
last June from teaching art in Ho Chi
Minh City, Vietnam for two years. Her
oldest grandchild Sarah is working and
designing jewelry and lives in Berlin.
Sean, Spencer, Amelia and Stefan are all
doing fine.

Michelle Wright Clark ’91 is currently
CEO and president of three companies:
707 Entertainment Group, Amici
Communications and Divatante. She’s
also marketing director at Telvent and
manages R&B and pop star J. Ovanni
and the in-house production team The
Gravity Boys.
Alarice Cesareo Lonergan ’99
celebrated her one-year anniversary with
her husband, Komlan Lonergan. The
couple met at The College of William &
Mary and now live in New York City.
Alarice works as a managing consultant
for IBM Global Business Services.

Lynda Hetield Bianco ’60 is now
residing in Naples, Florida and volunteer
teaching at an Hispanic Head Start
School in the Imokalee Migrant Labor
Camps.
Betty Ann Hogan Fort ’63, a former
chairperson of the Readington Township
Board of Adjustment, has been
appointed to the Township Council. She
is very excited to be involved in
budgeting and labor negotiations. Betty
Ann and her classmates are beginning to
prepare for their 50th reunion in 2013.
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on a sports radio station in Philadelphia
launched Monday, October 31, 2011.
The Financial Scorecard can be heard on
Mondays and Fridays during radio
legend Tony Bruno’s show on 97.5 FM
The Fanatic or ESPN 950 AM or live at
http://www.975thefanatic.com/. Before
joining Gilford Securities, Jeremy was
Executive Director-Investments for
Oppenheimer & Co. Inc. As one of the
top producers in the firm, Jeremy
received the prestigious Chairman’s
Council Award in 2009 and 2010.

Jeremy Hare ’90 of Gilford Securities is
hosting The Financial Scorecard on 97.5
The Fanatic, Philly’s First FM Sports
Station. This first-ever financial segment

Becky Zakian ’02 married Brian
Carlson on January 8, 2011 at the Park
Avenue Club in Florham Park, NJ.
Several W-H classmates were guests at
the wedding, including Chip Bonk ’02,
Yvette Homer ’02, Brooke Selitto ’02,
Kate Zeller ’02 and Adam Colicchio ’02.
The newlyweds live in Washington,
D.C. Becky works at the Advisory Board
Company, a health care research and
consulting firm. Her husband, Brian, is
an architect for A2 Design.
Melissa DuPont-Reyes ’05 was
accepted to
Columbia
University’s
Epidemiology
Doctoral Program.
She studied
Epidemiology at
UMDNJ and her
main focus was social epidemiology.
Melissa is known for her work with the
Latino population in the heart of
Camden, NJ. She received one of six
UMDNJ Latino Heritage Awards in
2010. She is working as the Project
Coordinator for the Center for Youth
Violence Prevention and the Center for
the Study of Social Inequalities and
Health at Columbia University,
Mailman School.
Andrew Bellisari ’06 accompanied his
sister Anastasia ’15 on a trip to France
during Spring Break. Andrew stopped in
Paris to work on a research project for
his graduate work at Harvard and
Anastasia flew south to Nice to visit with
family friends.

Mara Palumbo ’02 married Brandon
Kapps on November 5, 2011 on the
Creole Queen Riverboat on the
Mississippi River in New Orleans. She is
walking down the aisle with her mother,
Gale Goldman, Upper School art
teacher. The couple now resides in New
York City.

Kyle English '06 was the assistant
conductor and musical director of the
musical On The Town by Leonard
Bernstein last fall and was the musical
director for Cabaret and a musical
composer's showcase called The Music of
Cy Coleman which was performed at the
Kennedy Center and the Bulgarian

Class Notes continued...
National Embassy in the spring. All of
these positions were for The Catholic
University of America's Benjamin T. Rome
School of Music’s Musical Theatre
Department. Kyle also was the
director/conductor for The Flying Cardinal's
Dance Band as part of Catholic University's
125th anniversary event “Songs of Old
CUA,” an original production showcasing
the music written by and for Catholic
University during the 1930s-60s.
Currently Kyle is working with Catholic
University and the New York Music Theater
Festival (NYMF) on a brand new musical
called Rio which has a chance to go to
Broadway.

Adam Cancryn ’06 is working as a reporter
with the Charlottesville, Virginia-based
SNL Financial, a news organization
covering Wall Street and the rest of the
financial services industry. Adam’s true
passion is sports and he and classmate Joe
Schackman ’06 founded a website called
Began in ’96 that features longer-form
sports writing from a variety of writers.
The site, which is located at
www.BeganIn96.com and also is on Twitter
at @BeganIn96 and Facebook, has
expanded to include more than a dozen
contributors.

In Memoriam
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BETHANY GULDIN ’91
Bethany Guldin, 38, of Pittstown, died
on Friday, Feb. 24, 2012 at her residence.
She was born in Somerville, grew up in
Dunellen and lived for the past two years
in Pittstown. Bethany graduated from
The Wardlaw-Hartridge School in 1991
and from Springfield College in
Massachusetts in 1995. She worked as an
accountant for the Beacon Hill Club in
Summit.
Surviving are her parents, Thomas and
Susan Guldin; three brothers, Jonathan
and his wife Mary of Hoboken, Matthew
of South Plainfield and Gregory of
Orange, VA. Bethany also leaves behind
her loving companion, Brian Lorensen of
Pittstown; her two dogs, Moose and Ace
and many aunts, uncles and close friends.
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RALPH L. MAY ’54
Ralph L. May, 76, of Toms River
passed away peacefully at home on
Wednesday, Feb. 29, 2012, with his
beloved wife of 28 years, Betty May, by
his side.
Born in East Orange on Sept. 29,
1935, Ralph was the son of the late John

B. May and Anna (Garrabrant) May. He
grew up in Westfield and graduated with
high honors from The WardlawHartridge School in 1954. He proudly
served 43 years with the New Jersey
Army National Guard and Reserves
between 1952 to 1995 with great
distinction throughout his career in radio
and communications and ranked as
Chief Warrant Officer 4 upon his
retirement.
During his career, he served in the
signal branch of both the 50th Armored
Division and the First Army. In addition
to his many regular army duties, he
gained recognition for the design and
development of the remote control
devices for unmanned army tanks that
were used for targets. Among the
countless medals and accommodation
certificates he received throughout his
career in the military, his greatest
achievement was to be awarded by
former New Jersey governor Christie
Todd Whitman the Legion of Merit for
exemplary service to his country.
In addition to his wife Betty, Ralph is
survived by his sons, Michael and wife
Judy, and Paul and wife Sophie, all of
Millville, and John and wife Cindy of
Keedysville, MD and their four children,
Aubrey, Brian, Kevin and Scott.

Ian English ’11 made the Dean’s list in his
first semester at the Catholic University of
America. He had 21 credits, played with the
orchestra at Carnegie Hall, and sat first
trumpet in the Brass Ensemble and Wind
Ensemble. Ian also pledged for a fraternity.
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RICHARD EARLE SUMNER ’48
Richard Earle (Rick) Sumner of
Bethlethem, PA passed away July 7, 2011
after a heroic battle with emphysema.
Rick spent three years as the Director of
Development at W-H from 1995-1997.
A graduate of Wardlaw Country Day
School and Yale University and a veteran
of World War II, Mr. Sumner was a man
who went the extra mile to support and
cheer for those he loved. He volunteered
at the state hospital in Bethlehem nearly
every Friday for 10 years. He was
“Hospitality Rick” at a church soup
kitchen and secret admirer to many on
Valentine’s Day.
Mr. Sumner is survived by three
children, five grandchildren and many
nieces and nephews. His brother William
Sumner ‘41, his sister Margaret “Dickie”
Sumner Hendrie ‘40, and his brother’s
wife, Janet Strong Sumner ‘45 are all
deceased and all attended the Wardlaw or
Hartridge schools.

Nia Allen-Lee ’10 recently competed in the
Knicks Poetry Slam at The Amsterdam
Theatre in New York City. An award
winning poet, Nia is a member of Urban
Word, where she hones her skills. She now
attends Rutgers University, where she is an
avid reader, studies Women and Gender
Issues and is exploring her newfound
interests in baking and gardening.

NANCY O’KEEFFE SMYTHE
Nancy O’Keeffe Smythe, 89, died
February 12, 2012. Mrs. Smythe was the
mother of Kathleen Smythe, former
Director of Development at WardlawHartridge, and grandparent of W-H
alumnae Jennifer Letter ’87 and Jaime
Letter ’94. Born to John O’Keeffe and
Mary Katherine Ellis O’Keeffe, Nancy
was a lifelong resident of Plainfield and a
dedicated member of her community.
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Alumni Events

Alumni Gather to Celebrate March Madness
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W-H alumni enjoyed hoops, appetizers and drinks
at the third annual March Madness Party. This year’s
event was held at the GrilleStone in Scotch Plains.
More than 20 alumni guests attended. Pictured at
left: Mark Oberschewen ’84, Becky Orlowski Glaser
’84, Emilie Rinaldo Marvosa ’85, Claudine Nicora
Stefanelli ’84 and Rudy Brandl ’83. Below, Nupur
Gupta ’01, Lauren Fedechena ’01, Erin Boccher ’01,
Donald Sidun ’01 and Pasquale D’Egidio ’01.

ARTS AFICIONADOS…A small group of alumni attended the spring musical production of Grease on March 3. The alumni
held a reception in the Oakwood Room before the show, during intermission and after the performance. Pictured, from left to
right: Macada Brandl ’87, Rudy Brandl ’83, Mia Baker ’96, Stefanie Ring ’98, Emilie Rinaldo Marvosa ’85, Dana Jacober Kaye
’98 and Stephanie Machrone ’99. Randy Rogers ’81 (Board of Trustees member), Anthony Martin ’10 and longtime faculty
member Jim Howard also attended.

Be sure to join us at our upcoming events:
Family Volunteer Service Day at the Community
Food Bank in Hillside, NJ – May 6.

Third Annual Summer Kickoff
Party in Hoboken, NJ – June 15.

For more information visit us at www.whschool.org
or visit us on
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www.facebook.com/pages/Wardlaw-Hartridge-Alumni/258885603885

Vail-Deane Alumni
Vail-Deane alumnae met for a Sunday dinner reunion at Lou Cas Restaurant in January. Pictured on the left, Mel Fedak
Freda ’73, Kathy Johnson Schwaiger ’76, Tara Floyd DeMizio ’73, Robyn Bogard Mower ’76 and Barbara Leboff ’76.
On the right, Sue MacWhinney Ciufo ’71, Gerda Godley ’73, Nancy Goering ’72 and Gale Goldman, art teacher.
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Graduates of the Vail-Deane School may remember this beautiful, hand carved, wood framed mirror
with gilded gold and platinum that hung in the Fowler Mansion on the Salem Avenue Campus in
Elizabeth from 1930 to 1982. The mirror is on extended loan from former VDS and current
Wardlaw-Hartridge art instructor Gale Goldman, who is pictured here with other members of the
Vail-Deane community Marie Baio ’81, Barbara Drake, Ellen Ritz ’61 and Kelley Shim Choi ’84.
The mirror currently hangs in the foyer leading to the W-H Head of School’s office.
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sWHoop-a-thon
Provides Fun For All Ages

Brian Downing ’12, Catherine
Badalamenti ’12 and Abby Rogers ’12
get ready to swim their laps at the
sWHoop-a-thon.
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Members of the Board of Trustees team prepare for a basketball battle vs. the Booster
Club. From left, Randy Rogers ’81, Ted Osborne ’71, Rob Rizzo ’89, Rudy Brandl ’83
(Director of Alumni Relations) and Andrew Webster (Head of School) .
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The Booster Club held its annual sWHoop-a-thon on Saturday, February 11, 2012.
The day began with a free lacrosse clinic where young athletes in grades 1-6 learned the fundamentals of the sport. More than
20 youngsters attended the two-hour session in Laidlaw Gym.
The lacrosse clinic was followed by concurrent basketball, swimming and cheering clinics hosted by members of the W-H
coaching staff and varsity and junior varsity team members. The idea of the clinics was to introduce and encourage the Lower
School and Middle School students who have interest in these sports.
The Booster Club fundraiser proved to be a day filled with Ram spirit, music, laughter and food as members of the W-H
community swam laps and shot free throws for pledges. Fourth-grader Logan D’Amore ’20 set a new event record by swimming
425 laps to lead the effort in the pool. During the event, the Booster Club also sold Rams apparel such as sweatshirts, t-shirts and
beanies.
One of the highlights of the day was a 4-on-4 basketball game between Board of Trustees and Booster Club members. It was a
hard-fought game and the Booster Club prevailed by a 45-37 score. The game may have created a sWHoop-a-thon tradition at
W-H. The contest raised over $2,000 in donations pledged by the Board of Trustees and Booster Club.

New Faculty Members
Kelly Marikakis

Andrew Mulvey

Kelly Marikakis has been
working at The WardlawHartridge School since 2010.
She originally served as a
substitute teacher in Lower
School and is currently the
Kindergarten Assistant
Teacher. Ms. Marikakis
graduated from St. Joseph’s University in
Philadelphia with a Bachelor of Science in
Elementary Education. She is completing her
M.Ed. in Early Childhood Education from
Rutgers University.

Andrew Mulvey joins the Wardlaw-Hartridge
baseball staff as the varsity head coach after spending
three years as the freshman coach at Scotch PlainsFanwood High School. He also serves as the Director
of Baseball Training and Varsity Teams at Reddick
Baseball Instruction, where he has worked for the last
five years.
Mulvey brings with him many years of baseball
coaching and playing experience. In high school, he was the captain of
the Scotch Plains Fanwood High School baseball team that won the
Union County Tournament his senior year. After graduation he attended
and played two years of baseball at Barry University in Miami. He
completed his Associate’s degree at Union County College and is
currently pursuing his Bachelor’s degree in physical and health education
at Kean University.

Special Events
April 28
May 3
May 4
May 10
May 11
May 17
May 22
May 24
May 25
June 4
June 7
June 8

Booster Club Spring Carnival
Upper School Art Show &
Spring Concert
Senior Sweatshirt Photo Day &
Pizza Party
Lower School Spring Concert
Lower School Art Show
Middle School Art Show & Concert
Cookin’ Cabaret
Rams Recognition Night
Lower School Field Day
Admission New Family Picnic
Senior Farewell Dinner
129th Upper School Commencement

September 6
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Address Changes or Corrections
Contact Rudy Brandl ’83
908-754-1882, Ext. 106
rbrandl@whschool.org

Ivy

Spring 2012

Some dates are tentative. For event starting times and
more information, please call the school at 908-754-1882
or visit www. whschool.org.

Contact Joanne Vogt
908-754-1882, Ext. 151
jvogt@whschool.org
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130th Convocation Day
First Day of School
September 13
Lower School Back to School Night
September 20
Middle School Back to School Night
September 27
Upper School Back to School Night
October 8-12
Wardlaw-Hartridge Spirit Week
October 13
Fall Fair and Homecoming Day
October 31
Lower School Halloween Parade
November 15-17 Fall Play
December 5
Upper School Art Show &
Winter Concert
December 19
Pre-K/JK Winter Concert
December 19
Middle School Winter Concert
December 21
Lower School Winter Concert
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The Communications
Office and The
Development Office of The
Wardlaw-Hartridge School,
1295 Inman Avenue,
Edison, NJ 08820
produced this magazine for
the alumni, parents and
friends of the school.
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The Wardlaw-Hartridge School
1295 Inman Avenue
Edison, New Jersey 08820
(908) 754-1882
www.whschool.org

SAVE THE DATE!
Fall Fair & Homecoming Day
Saturday, October 13, 2012

Scan this QR
code with your
smartphone to
donate online.
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Be sure to join us for a fun-filled day on campus.
Activities include the Alumni Soccer Game at 2 p.m., the Alumni Awards
Ceremony and Reception at 4 p.m. and class reunion dinners in the evening.
For more information, contact Rudy Brandl ’83, Director of Alumni
Relations, at rbrandl@whschool.org or 908-754-1882, Ext. 106.

