Global Education
Spanning the World
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Sixteen Upper School students spent a week in Paris over Spring Break.
Among the many landmarks they visited was the Palace of Versailles.
See Story on Page 32.
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A Letter from

Andrew Webster, Head of School

Dear Wardlaw-Hartridge Community,
As you peruse this edition of the Oak and Ivy, you will note a theme that is
probably familiar by now. For the last several years, we have placed a growing
emphasis on global learning within our curriculum and programs. Thus it was
gratifying, but not surprising, when I learned last summer that a few students
had taken initiative to start a community service group called Liberate the
Chains, focusing on the issue of human trafficking.
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Last fall, as we began planning for our biennial Symposium Day, we chose to
focus on that topic. You will find more information on the day within the
magazine, but suffice it here to say that it was an outstanding educational
experience, a shining example of student engagement with the world. The New
Jersey Attorney General, Jeffrey Chiesa, has since hosted a lunch with Sue
Ritter, our Director of Global Learning, Rhona Eserner, our Upper School
Head, and students Divya Mehta ’14 and Ayan Ahmed ’14 to discuss how they
can network with other organizations who are addressing issues of human
trafficking in New Jersey and around the world.
Three days after the Symposium Day, on a much more uplifting note, Dr. Nina Tandon gave the second presentation in the
Snowdon Global Lecture Series. This highly accomplished young research scientist and professor taught our Upper School
students about exciting developments in tissue engineering, shared her personal journey in the field, and discussed the potential
impact these developments may have in medical practice in the near future. She also discussed ethical issues associated with these
developments, conducted a laboratory experiment with our AP science students, and gave a brilliant lecture to parents in the
evening.
Dr. Tandon’s work is emblematic of the type of interdisciplinary STEM learning that will become increasingly prominent in
our curriculum in the immediate future from Lower School through Upper School, within current classes and in new electives.
Our program in the humanities is also becoming increasingly interdisciplinary, though I will save that story for another day.
That same week, we held an organizational meeting for students who will make up our second group to travel to Peru for an
international service learning opportunity. They will continue to work with the same school in Bandolista, helping to construct a
safe play area for the young students at that school.
Also in that week, we received a signed memorandum of agreement with the Chengdu Shishi high school, located in Chengdu,
China. We have been working on developing this partnership since we entered the Confucius Classrooms Network two years
ago, and now we look forward to establishing student and faculty exchanges and other meaningful ways to connect with our
partner school. The Chengdu Shishi school is considered among the best in Western China. I find it particularly stunning that
this school has existed in the same location and under the same name for the last 2,150 years, and I can’t wait to begin this
partnership.
Not every week is quite so busy, or contains so many distinctive events, but I assure you that Wardlaw-Hartridge is positively
percolating with new ideas and approaches to learning to fold into our trusty recipes for educational excellence.
Best regards,
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Andrew Webster
Head of School

A Letter from

Bill Jenkins, Assistant Head for Institutional Advancement
Dear Wardlaw-Hartridge alumni, parents, trustees
and friends,
As I was leaving the Stone House at Stirling Ridge after
the recent Parents’ Association gala, Escape to Paradise, I
heard a parent say, “We are as good as our community.”
This comment followed a wonderful evening with many
members of our extended community – parents, alumni,
trustees, parents of alumni, and faculty and staff. Several
people were discussing what a terrific evening it had been,
how much excitement and vitality there was in the room
and how happy everyone was with the school. “The
energy in the room was as positive as the energy in our
school” another parent remarked.

Bill Jenkins, Assistant Head for Institutional Advancement, catches
up with current parents Mr. and Mrs. Sarafa Ibraheem at the
Parents’ Association Gala.
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In this magazine, you will see the many positive aspects
of the school and a brief look into how and why the energy
is so positive. Wardlaw-Hartridge is a community that
collectively accomplishes so very much – year in and
year out.
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In fact, I recently witnessed this energy when I attended
a regional alumni event hosted by Geoff Drucker ’78 in
Washington D.C. This gathering brought together W-H
alumni spanning six decades. It was wonderful to hear
them share stories and memories of their school days.
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Our extended community – alumni, parents of alumni,
emeritus trustees, grandparents, former faculty members
and friends - also keeps this energy alive by staying
involved, connected and supportive of the school and its
efforts.

Pictured at the Washington, DC alumni event, from left to right,
front row: Michelle Drucker, Betsy Carter ’57, Geoff Drucker ’78,
Larkin Stevens, Bill Jenkins and Tyree Jones ’78. Back row: Rudy
Brandl ’83, Don O'Hare ’64 and Scott Feigenbaum ’95.

Everyone’s involvement, energy and excitement is central
to our growth and to the sustained excellence of our
school. As we look ahead, many good things are underway focusing on campus and curriculum enhancements. I look forward
to sharing more news of these developments as they unfold. At that time, the loyalty, support and participation of our
community will be essential to ensure that our school continues to thrive and grow and build on this positive energy.
Many thanks to all of you who contribute so much to the school in so many varied ways. We truly are “as good as our
community.”
Best regards,

Bill Jenkins
Assistant Head for Institutional Advancement
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School Embraces

Global Focus
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The mission of The Wardlaw-Hartridge School is to
“prepare students to lead and succeed in a world of global
interconnection.” But how exactly does a school do that?
All three divisions of Wardlaw-Hartridge have embraced this
mandate by adding global activities into their standard
curriculum. The Upper School initiated an international
service learning trip to Peru last summer and plans to repeat
this trip again this summer. The Middle School continues to
sponsor the Global 20/20 Challenge where our students interact
regularly with international students about a specific issue,
(this year’s issue is water), and discuss the problem and what
they, as students, can do about it.

Teachers and administrators discuss global integration into the
school curriculum in the classroom of Mrs. Susan Ritter, Director
of Global Learning.
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The Lower School is participating in the iEARN
(International Education and Resource Network) teddy bear
project in which they sent a teddy bear dressed in American
clothing to Pakistan and received a bear in Pakistani clothes in
return. Students in both countries are exchanging emails
describing the bears’ adventures while they are visiting the
other country. The goal of this exercise is to encourage
authentic writing and promote an understanding of different
cultures.
In addition, Physical Education teachers Lee Nicholls and
Mike Romeo are conducting a Global Partners Unit in several
Lower School classes. This involves teaching the students to
play the types of games played in India, Pakistan, England,
Turkey and Africa, among others.
And, every division has accessed the media:scape technology
in the Upper Snowdon library to Skype and collaborate with
students from England, China and El Salvador.
Mrs. Susan Ritter, who was recently appointed Director of

By Joanne Vogt

Global Learning, explained what Global Learning is and how
it’s being integrated into our current curriculum.
“Our goal is to answer the questions What do we want our
graduates to be? What do we want them to be proficient in?”
Mrs. Ritter explained. “Once we answer those questions, we
work backwards, using the Theory of Backwards Design
developed by Grant Wiggins & Jay McTighe, starting with
12th grade, then 11th grade and so forth to design programs
to achieve that goal.”
She has formed an advisory board, called the Global
Learning Guiding Coalition that includes teachers representing
every division and discipline at the school. This group consists
of Corinna Crafton, Pat Fielder, Jerry Ganis,
Noah Kalter, Nicole Nolan, Jim O’Halloran, Hua
Liu, Barbara Drake, Jennifer Molloy, Macada
Brandl, Karen Vrotsos, Tom Gilbert, Gerard
Gonnella, Esther Faus, Gale Goldman, Mike
Romeo, Shannon Mueller, Allyson Schieve,
Alessandra Cozzi, Rhona Eserner and Ann
Hergenrother. They meet to determine the
strengths of our current programs as well as our
future needs and are reviewing curricula that
supplement traditional learning with global
oriented programs or activities. Currently, their
discussions are focused on what is going to work
best for our community or, as Mrs. Ritter notes,
“what will have staying power.”
Obviously, this whole process takes time. Right now
they are looking at global-related opportunities and trips
that are a natural fit with our present curriculum. For
example, this year our biennial Upper School symposium
focused on the global subject of human trafficking. The
school would also like to introduce additional service learning
trips, perhaps to Africa, in the near future. “Our biggest
concern,” Mrs. Ritter said, “is augmenting our curricula to
ensure that our students not only understand global issues but
also have the tools to address these challenges.”
Next year the Upper School course of study will include a
year-long capstone course for seniors where they select a global
area that they are interested in studying. Their study could
take the form of a project or internship but would also require
a thesis based on extensive academic or project-based research
and a formal presentation at the end of the year.
By the 2014-2015 school year, globally themed programs
and courses will be directly incorporated into the curricula so
that a multi-year program will be in place in the Upper School
that leads to a Global Learning Endorsement on their
graduation diploma. Capstone experiences will be embedded
in eighth grade and fifth grade curricula and more service
learning clubs and activities will be available.
“Our students need to understand an issue such as poverty,
locally, in order to understand it globally,” Mrs. Ritter said.
“We want our kids to be able to take action, to do something,
to look at our commonality as human beings.”

Sarah Chalabi ’13 Sends Bears With Love
By Rudy Brandl ’83

BEAR GOING GLOBAL...First graders prepare to send
Liberty, their class teddy bear, off to Pakistan as part of a
collaboration through iEARN, a global program that fosters
connections between students and classrooms around the world.
Liberty will spend four months at the partner class in Pakistan.
The first graders communicate with their partner school via
journals, e-mail and Skype.
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Sarah Chalabi had to do something to help the children of Sandy
Hook Elementary School in Newtown, Connecticut. After she heard
about the horrible massacre in which 20 students were killed, Sarah
felt the need to provide comfort to the children.
“I decided right away that I wanted to make them smile and have
someone to hug on a bad day, so I decided to collect teddy bears for
them,” Sarah said. “Teddy bears have big hearts and teddy bears give
hugs.”
Sarah began collecting bears, both in her hometown of Westfield
and at The Wardlaw-Hartridge School. She made an announcement
in front of her entire high school and her mother Yola Chalabi put up
a poster in her Westfield store, Winter Hill Antiques. People from the
local and school communities responded by donating teddy bears by
the dozens. After a month, Sarah accumulated more than 500 bears.
Thousands of organizations made donations to the Newtown
community to help the healing process. Due to the huge volume of
donations and gifts from all over the world, six warehouses were filled
and Newtown simply could not handle another shipment of goods.
Sarah found a new home for her bears. Second grade students at
Wardlaw-Hartridge ran a teddy bear drive in January to benefit Smile
Bangladesh. Dr. Shahid Aziz is a member Smile Bangladesh, a nonprofit medical organization based in New Jersey. Dr. Aziz is taking the
bears to Bangladesh in May.
“I wanted the bears to go to a needy child and not be wasted. Dr.
Aziz was collecting bears for Smile Bangladesh, a perfect home for my
bears,” Sarah said.
Sarah decided to donate her bears to Smile Bangladesh in memory
of the children of Sandy Hook. She wrote a letter to the school’s
principal to share her story of kindness.
“I know they will go directly to children that will love their new
buddies,” Sarah said. “A little organization can open up incredibly
generous hearts. It makes people smile and cry at the same time. If
you put your mind to it, you can achieve miracles.”
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SMILING BEARS...Second grade students gather with Dr.
Shahid Aziz and Dr. Anita Puran and the 146 teddy bears the
youngsters collected during a one-week drive for Smile
Bangladesh. Dr. Aziz is transporting the bears to Bangladesh to
comfort children after surgery to repair cleft lip. Smile
Bangladesh is a non-profit medical organization based in New
Jersey. Doctors and surgeons of this organization are dedicated
to caring for children and adults afflicted with facial cleft
deformities in Bangladesh and around the world.

Sarah Chalabi is surrounded by the more than 500 bears she collected to
comfort the children of Sandy Hook Elementary School in Newtown, CT.
Sarah donated the bears to Smile Bangladesh in memory of the slain
students in the Sandy Hook massacre.
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The second grade classes spent a week last fall studying
different cultures as part of their United Nations unit.
The students enjoyed different cultural experiences to
enhance their understanding of the subject.
Parents visited to share details of their backgrounds.
There were presentations and the annual United Nations
lunch that helped the students learn more about different
cultures.
The United Nations luncheon showcased delicious food
from many different countries so each child had the
opportunity to taste and appreciate foods from different
cultures. Prior to the lunch, each student prepared a
presentation for their classmates about their family
heritage that included five facts about their country of
origin, a map of the country and its flag.
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School Produces Global Citizens
Students Participate in Youth Leadership Program
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On Saturday, December 1, 2012, Middle School
students joined Ms. Corinna Crafton at the Global Youth
Leadership Institute hosted by Far Hills Country Day
School. Students Amaan Bhojani, Whitney Porter, Yumna
Naqvi, Mia Reyes, Carlin Schildge and Naya Shim joined
Ms. Crafton.
The Global Youth Leadership Institute was formed
shortly after the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001
to create a mechanism for youth around the world to
work collaboratively on programs that foster global
pluralism, leadership, environmental care and full
engagement as citizens of the world. Our students learned
leadership skills, made new friends and learned more
about themselves as individuals and members of the
From left to right: Naya Shim, Mia Reyes, Amaan Bhojani, Yumna
global community and found ways to take action.
A culminating activity required our students to create a Naqvi, Whitney Porter and Carlin Schildge address their peers with a
presentation.
school leadership proposal to address an aspect of
environmental sustainability. Students prepared and presented their leadership plan to an audience of 50 students and faculty
from six tri-state area schools.
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Hua Liu Attends International Program in China
Ms. Hua Liu participated in a training
program for overseas Chinese teachers at
East China Normal University located in
Shanghai, China last October. The
program consisted of many workshops
on teaching the Chinese language and
culture, touring major historical and
cultural attractions as well as visiting an
elite Chinese elementary school. In
addition, the program provided exciting
networking opportunities by including
participants from several countries
including Thailand, Germany and
Argentina.
“The two-week program was wellorganized, dynamic, and informative,”
Ms. Liu said. “The presenters led us to
appreciate and experience the beauty and
depth of the Chinese language and
culture.”
Teachers met and shared experiences
and teaching methodology. Conversation
topics included cultural similarities and
differences including weather, food,
tourist attractions and customs. The
more they talked, the more they learned
about each others’ similarities and
differences.
Ms. Liu also enjoyed interacting with
students from different parts of the

world. She was amused by their curiosity
about the surroundings and local people
and impressed with their energy and
discipline.
“As I observed them, I was thinking,
‘Will our students have the same kinds
of reactions and behaviors when they
come here?’ I constantly reminded
myself to see and experience things from
the perspective of our staff and students
because I know they will travel to China
soon through our exchange program and
other opportunities.”
One of the highlights of Ms. Liu’s trip
was meeting W-H alumnus Chris Gray
’10, who was studying at Fudan
University in Shanghai. Chris, who is a
junior at Swarthmore College in
Pennsylvania, was completing a semester
abroad.
“None of us could have imagined this
meeting when Chris was in my Chinese
class just two years ago,” Ms. Liu said. “I
still remember clearly his first few
Chinese sentences as a beginner. Chris
and I had an hour-long conversation all
in Chinese! Chris’ confidence in
studying and living in a foreign country
was so gratifying to see. It is proof that
W-H prepares its students well to be

both college students and world
citizens.”
Ms. Liu is looking forward to more
trips to China, perhaps with W-H
students as part of an exchange program,
in the future. The training program in
China was a valuable experience.
“Overall, this trip was very
rewarding,” Ms. Liu said. “All of my
experiences there have broadened my
views and mind about our world
language program. Our world language
program is certainly an important part
in exposing our students to a global
education.”

Mrs. Hua Liu presented Chris Gray ’10
with a gift from his alma mater during her
visit to China.

W-H Forges
Partnership
with Shishi High School
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Confucianism, a centuries-old tradition in China, implores people to learn.
Modern China, a nation of 1.3 billion people, now devotes vast resources to
education. The country’s rapid economic growth and integration into the
global community has sparked a vigorous interest in partnerships with other
countries. Many of these partnerships are facilitated by Hanban, which has
established more than 390 Confucius Institutes at the university level and
more than 500 Confucius Classrooms at the high
school level in 108 countries.
The Wardlaw-Hartridge School became a
member of the Confucius Classrooms Network in
2011, and I had the opportunity to participate in
the 2012 Hanban and Asia Society Confucius
Classrooms Leaders Summit in China from
November 3-10, 2012. This event was an assembly
of representatives from 22 schools in 12 U.S. states
and from 13 Chinese provinces. The meeting began in Shanghai
at the campus of East China Normal University’s Institute of
Global Chinese Language Teacher Education.
During the first two days of the Summit, we participated in
seminars conducted by prominent members of the University and
the Ministry of Education on topics which included the wideranging reforms of China’s education system that are currently
underway and the role of school partnerships in global education.
China is undergoing systematic study and reform on many
educational fronts, including curriculum and examination reform
and teacher/principal training. Shanghai plays a central role in this
process, and the city is justifiably proud of its first in the world ranking
in the most recent round of PISA (Program for International Student
Assessment) testing. We also had the opportunity to visit a middle school
and a high school in Shanghai, where we met with students, faculty and
administrators and observed a number of classes.
After three days in Shanghai, I traveled three hours to the west to the
city of Chengdu, the capital of the Sichuan Province. The Confucius
Classrooms Network encourages its members to pursue a long-term
partnership with a school in China. This was the purpose of my visit to
Chengdu, where I spent two days visiting Shishi High School.
This high school has been in continuous service as a public school for 2,150 years. It is a
very impressive institution, serving nearly 6,000 students on two campuses. I had the
opportunity to meet with the Principal and the Director of the International Department to
discuss our partnership, and I also met many students and
visited their classes. Chengdu is a vibrant city with many
attractions, and I was able to visit the Giant Panda Research
and Breeding Center, a 2,000-year-old irrigation system at
Dujiangyan, and to sample Sichuan’s famously fiery food.
Wardlaw-Hartridge and Shishi High School have finalized
a partnership agreement. This will lead to many
opportunities for collaboration and exchanges of students,
faculty and administration, which will greatly enrich the
educational experience and lives of both communities.

By Jim O’Halloran
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Symposium
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Focuses on Human Trafficking By Susan Ritter
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On March 11, 2013, the Upper School held its biennial
symposium about human trafficking. The intent of this
school-wide program is to incorporate outside speakers who
connect the entire Upper School community to a local and
global topic of current interest.
The day opened with a myth vs. fact quiz led by Liberate
the Chains, a W-H student group dedicated to raising
awareness and fueling global work to investigate human
trafficking. Jim O’Halloran, history teacher and Dean of
Students, introduced an excerpt from President Barack
Obama’s speech at the Clinton Global Initiative annual
conference, where he defined human trafficking as modern
day slavery.
During the keynote speech, Attorney General Jeffrey S.
Chiesa addressed the students while offering specifics about
law enforcement proceedings in New Jersey: “You are the exact
people to talk about this issue because you are the ages of those
who are trafficked.” Students benefitted from Mr. Chiesa’s
expertise and appreciated his approachability. Divya Mehta
stated, “the Attorney General was amazing! The way he gave
examples of cases in our area...I think students found that
shocking.” While the Attorney General focused on the
challenges in New Jersey, he commented on its global
relevance: “This issue affects every culture, every religion,
every race.”
Also, Mr. Chiesa addressed the vulnerability of New Jersey
to exploitation because of the “state’s proximity to New York
and Philadelphia [as well as] its densely populated makeup,
and wonderfully diverse citizenry.” In response, senior Kush
Mody questioned: “How do you combat trafficking in densely
populated areas such as Atlantic City?” Students continued to
ask compelling questions. Senior Matthew Grimando

wondered, “How difficult is it to reunite victims with families
in their home communities?” Junior Liam O’Connell asked,
“How much is the federal government helping?” These
questions led to vibrant conversations and discussions.
Featured Speaker Natalie Jesionka, human rights activist,
Academy Award-winning filmmaker, and Fulbright Scholar,
spoke to the student body via Skype from Istanbul, Turkey.
She shared details of her work in Thailand in concert with the
Children’s Organization of Southeast Asia (COSA) and showed
the trailer of her upcoming documentary, Selling Our
Daughters before fielding questions. Alessandra Cozzi, an
Upper School history teacher who has lived in Thailand,
facilitated this portion of the program.
The program ended with Malika Quemerais, manager of
Music and Celebrity Talent at MTV Networks, who made a
presentation about the End Exploitation and Human Trafficking
(EXIT) campaign. Ms. Quemerais was part of the team who
designed a platform where artists such as Radiohead and
Simple Plan spread awareness through music videos, poetry,
and other art forms. Students viewed and discussed some
music videos as well as “The Backstory,” a digital interactive
story that uses shadow dancing and voiceover to show how
victims may fall into trafficking.
Throughout the day, students experienced varied breakout
sessions with their grade-level peers. One featured guest was
Jennifer Chan who is Program Officer for the End Trafficking
Project at the U.S. Fund for UNICEF. Ms. Chan shared with
the students the moving story of Prashant, a victim of child
labor. She then gave student groups actual case studies to
analyze. Ms. Chan noted that “it was a true privilege to
interact with the students of Wardlaw-Hartridge...I found the
students to be knowledgeable, productive, and energizing.

To appeal to humanities-minded students, art teacher Gale
Goldman and English instructor David Berry led breakout
sessions where students critiqued posters created to spread
awareness. Featured work by Judith Kim, School of Visual
Arts, and Moujan Shirazi-Moayed, Fordham Law School, were
examined. Students Ashni Mehta, Alex Rappold and Emily
Wexler helped facilitate these discussions.
Students also viewed the short documentary film from
UNICEF entitled Not My Life. This episodic film illustrated
the many forms of exploitation in varied parts of the world.
Freshman Charlotte Sweeney commented, “The documentary
Not My Life from UNICEF said that human trafficking can
happen all over the world, not only in [developing] countries.
It explained the different ways it impacts human lives.”
The student and faculty committee designed a day that had
three goals for the community: to educate and raise awareness
about an important local and global issue in general; to
increase student understanding, perhaps create empathy, about
the challenge; and convince students to take some, even minor,
action to combat human trafficking. An informal student
survey at the close of this
comprehensive day showed that
the committee met its objectives.
“I think what was most
surprising about the day is the role
the United States plays,” senior
Ashni Mehta said. “We tend to
think that only Third World
countries traffic, but we are, in
fact, the biggest perpetrator.”
Members of the committee
included students Michael Jesionka
’16, Sydney Hughes ’16, Divya
Mehta ’14 and Ayan Ahmed ’14,
faculty and staff members Barbara
Drake, Dawn Francavilla, Jim
Andrew Webster, Head of School, Edison Mayor Antonia Ricigliano, Divya Mehta ’14, Ayan
O’Halloran, Linda Schneider,
Ahmed ’14, State Attorney General Jeffrey Chiesa and Rhona Eserner, Upper School Head meet
Dina Congregane, Angie Farese,
after Mr. Chiesa’s keynote address.
Kelley Shim-Choi, Symposium
created cosmetic products, jewelry lines, and organic chocolate, Chairperson Susan Ritter and Upper School Head Rhona
Eserner. Dr. Omar Adbi acted as a parent advisor.
to name a few solutions, using materials indigenous to that
area. Michael Olano said, “REBBL is a cool, real way for
students to be involved in the Human Trafficking movement.
It inspires others to take action.”
Juniors Ayan Ahmed and Aditya Dalal teamed with Dawn
Francavilla to lead another breakout session where students
completed an online inventory to determine their slavery
footprint; that is, they determined how many slaves work for
them because of consumer choices. Ayan remarked, “During
the Slavery Footprint workshop, it was important [for
students] to see how they could play a part in fighting modern
day slavery.” Students were then given simple action steps to
take by downloading the applications, “Free2Work” and
“FreeWorld.” These apps rank retailers based on their labor
practices.
Students collaborate during a breakout session in Upper Snowdon.
They came prepared with an understanding of what human
trafficking is and isn’t.” From the New Jersey Sharing Network,
Joseph Roth, President and Chief Executive Officer, and Elisse
Glennon, Executive Director, explained the importance of
organ donation in the context of battling international organ
trade.
During the “Road to REBBL workshop,” W-H school
counselor Dina Congregane and juniors Divya Mehta and
Michael Olano demonstrated the NotForSale Organization’s
business model for combatting human trafficking. Business
leaders in an activism circle brainstormed a solution for a poor
community located in the Peruvian Andes. They created a tea
called REBBL made from available natural resources; the tea
helps to fight exploitation by improving the economic state of
the region. Students not only learned the process of how the
business cohort devised the solution, but also they sampled
this drink now found in retailers across the nation. Finally,
student groups participated in a simulation where they
brainstormed a mock business plan in response to a real-world
scenario in a village in Rio Bonito, Brazil. Advisory groups
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Dr. Kwame Anthony Appiah Shares Views on Cosmopolitanism By Rudy Brandl ’83
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Dr. Kwame Anthony Appiah shared his views on cosmopolitanism at the inaugural presentation of the Snowdon Global
Lecture Series at The Wardlaw-Hartridge School on October 18.
The Wardlaw-Hartridge School welcomed Princeton University professor Kwame Anthony Appiah to deliver the inaugural
presentation of the Snowdon Global Lecture Series on October 18 in the Upper Snowdon library. The lecture series is being
sponsored by Wardlaw Country Day School alumnus Ted Snowdon ’65.
After a brief introduction from Andrew Webster, Head of School, Dr. Appiah presented an engaging lecture to parents, faculty
members and students. Dr. Appiah opened by sharing that he was the product of a mixed marriage and described how his origins
reflect the belief that “we should always remember we are all citizens of the world.”
Dr. Appiah was born in London to a Ghanaian father and a white mother. He was raised in Ghana, and educated in England,
at Cambridge University, where he received a Ph.D. in philosophy. As a scholar of African and African-American studies, he has
established himself as an intellectual with a broad reach.
He made a connection with the audience, following a 45-minute lecture with a question and answer session that ran another
45 minutes. Parents asked insightful questions and Dr. Appiah took the opportunity to expand on his presentation with detailed
replies.
Dr. Appiah, who has been named one of Foreign Policy’s Top 100 public intellectuals, offered metaphors of global citizenship
during his lecture and urged everyone to care for their fellow world citizens. He stressed the importance of having conversations,
emphasizing the importance of sharing ideas and learning from people of different cultures and beliefs.
“You can take good ideas from all over the world,” Dr. Appiah said. “You should listen to other people because there is always
something to learn and they should listen to you as well. Even if you disagree, expose yourself to things that aren’t entirely
comfortable. We have much to learn from each other.”
Dr. Appiah’s lecture reflected the mission of The Wardlaw-Hartridge School, which strives to prepare its students to lead and
succeed in a world of global interconnections. The school prides itself on cultivating responsible global citizens.
“Professor Appiah’s message resonated strongly with the mission and culture of our school,” Mr. Webster said. “At WardlawHartridge, we cultivate a sense of cosmopolitanism, by which I mean raising students who feel a strong sense of connection and
engagement with the world, who embrace diversity and seek to understand multiple perspectives and cultural traditions, who
develop comfort in working closely and communicating with a diverse set of people, and who demonstrate a sense of
responsibility not just to one nation or tribe, but to all of the world.”
“Professor Appiah’s philosophy of cosmopolitanism reaffirms that our students require not only academic knowledge of
international issues, but also a positive disposition toward understanding them,” added Mrs. Susan Ritter, the school’s Director of
Global Learning. “In this way, the Wardlaw-Hartridge School’s vision for global learning is intended to create world citizens who
may interact effectively across cultural boundaries.”

bal LectureSeries
Dr. NinaTandon Reveals Vision for Future of Medicine

By Rudy Brandl ’83

Dr. Nina Tandon, a Columbia University
research scientist and tissue engineer, shared
details of her fascinating work, compelled
students and parents to debate its ethics,
and performed an experiment in the
biology lab during her visit to The
Wardlaw-Hartridge School on March 14.
Dr. Tandon addressed the W-H community
in the second installment of the school’s
Snowdon Global Lecture Series.
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Upper School students attended a 45minute afternoon presentation during
which Dr. Tandon shared details about
herself, her family and how she became
interested and involved in engineering and
science. She became fascinated with how everyone sees the
world differently and likened that to the W-H community and
its diversity.
Dr. Tandon provided details about her research and how
growing “spare parts” for the body will help humans live
longer. She noted that heart disease kills more people than all
cancers combined and stressed that the world needs more
scientists.
“She did an amazing job of presenting her obviously
sophisticated work in such a way that high school students can
understand,” senior Kimberly Son said. “Her calming voice
and contagious enthusiasm made people feel like it is possible
to accomplish great innovation like contributing to the ‘Body
3.0’ she spoke about.”
After a brief question and answer session, the Advanced
Placement biology and chemistry students joined Dr. Tandon
and science teachers Bob Gould, Roland Marionni and
Barbara Drake in the biology lab. Dr. Tandon gave a brief
presentation about DNA and conducted a strawberry DNA
extraction experiment.
Dr. Tandon’s evening presentation was more scientific and
provided greater details about her research and its impact on
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________________________
“She did an amazing job of
presenting her obviously
sophisticated work in such a way
that high school students can
understand,” senior Kimberly
Son said.
_______________________

Dr. Nina Tandon addresses parents, trustees, faculty, staff, students
and alumni during her presentation in the Global Lecture Series
on March 14 in Upper Snowdon.

the future of medical science. She spoke about growing tissues
and building cells in the lab and explained how “we can
prolong life by extending the life of our organs.” She called the
heart a “beacon of electronic energy” and stressed that “we
need more solutions than organ donations.”
“One of the goals of tissue engineering is to regrow your
own body,” Dr. Tandon said. “Tissue engineering is poised to
revolutionize how medicine is practiced and how drugs are
prescribed.”
Dr. Tandon’s presentations made an impact on the audience,
and one student in particular.
“After seeing her work, which combines multiple fields
(electrical engineering and biomedical engineering), I’ve set my
eyes upon a much wider spectrum of possibilities and paths,”
Kimberly said. “I thought I had my heart set on working with
machines, and perhaps fluid robots, but after seeing her work,
I think I might be seeking out a path that incorporates a little
more life, literally.”
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Discovers Passion for Technology

Andrew Webster, Head of School, discovered a very interesting connection between a brilliant
research scientist and a young Wardlaw-Hartridge alumna while preparing his introduction of the second
speaker in the school’s Snowdon Global Lecture Series. Mr. Webster read the Twitter feed of Dr. Nina
Tandon and found a tweet praising the She++ student organization at Stanford University, which is trying
to promote women in engineering and technology (http://techcrunch.com/2012/12/27/stanford-bridginggender-gap/). The co-founder of that organization is W-H graduate Ayna Agarwal ’10, now a junior at
Stanford University.
“I’m so honored to hear that Dr. Tandon is mutually an ardent supporter of encouraging and
inspiring more women to pursue tech,” Ayna said. “I was not aware of her before, however, upon further
investigation, her work seems absolutely mind-blowing.”
Ayna enrolled at Stanford as a Pre-Vet and soon learned she did not like the premedical requirements. She read an article about
Marissa Mayer (CEO of Yahoo!) having a similar experience, and then, at Stanford, switching to a major called Symbolic
Systems.
“I was good at science and good at math, so I took a peek, and fell in love with computer science,” Ayna said.
Ayna and her roommate wondered why more women were not interested in technology and wanted to create a dialogue about
this at Stanford, a community with arguably the best computer science department in the country. In April 2012, they launched
She++, a conference on women in technology, and had speakers such as the
Director of Engineering at Facebook, the Founder of Eventbrite, the Founder
of VMWare and Board Member of Google, the President of Harvey Mudd
College, and many more. More than 250 attended the conference, which
helped to define the barriers that separate women from technological fields, to
brainstorm catalysts that negate these barriers and to learn from the stories of
industry successes as well as budding technologists.
“Our speakers actively enlisted us to continue the movement, and displayed
their support early on. We decided to direct a short documentary that acts as
an inspirational piece for young girls and explains the reason why we need
more women in technology, and the barriers to entry,” Ayna said.
The documentary (to view trailer, see tinyurl.com/sheplusplustrailer) will be released in a few months once the screenings are
completed. She++ also just launched a connector program that puts college computer science majors in contact with high school
girls who are interested in learning about the field as a major.
Ayna’s group has raised over $85,000 in its first year and spread the cause to eight countries by coordinating 50 documentary
screenings. She++ has received support from Facebook, Sequoia Capital, Microsoft, Andreessen Horowitz, Intel and others.
“I’m very excited, as I discovered my passion for social change in high school, my love for transformative technology in college,
and now I’m blessed to be an ambassador for female technological empowerment and entrepreneurship,” Ayna said. “It’s been
quite a journey thus far, for sure!”

Kimberly Son ’13 carefully examines DNA during the
strawberry experiment in the biology lab.
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By Rudy Brandl ’83

Ayan Ahmed ’14, Michael Olano ’14, Mairead Forrest ’14 and
Chetna Kewalramani ’13 prepare to extract DNA during the
strawberry experiment.

Lightpath Grant

Enhances Global Education
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Second graders use technology to do
research on Africa.

The Wardlaw-Hartridge School received
a nice boost to its new Global Studies
Partners Project when Lightpath, a division
of Cablevision Systems Corporation,
presented a $10,000 grant on December
12. The funding is part of the Lightpath
Transforming Education with Technology
initiative supporting New Jersey schools.
Marc Spivak, Director of Technology at
W-H, accepted the check on behalf of the
school from David Bourhill, strategic
account executive from Lightpath, in the
AP Room during Lower School lunch.
Others in attendance who spoke at the
podium included Edison Mayor Antonia
Ricigliano, Assemblyman Patrick Diegnan
and Head of School Andrew Webster.
“I’m delighted to be at Wardlaw-Hartridge to see the school receive a grant
which puts students in contact with the rest of the world,” Edison Mayor Antonia
Ricigliano said. “It really adds to their education and broadens their horizons. This
brings the world closer and helps our students become world leaders.”
Lightpath works extensively with schools throughout New Jersey and the New
York Metropolitan Area to deliver Ethernet-based communication services that
transform classroom education. For the past few years, Lightpath has awarded
grants to help schools fund technology projects.
“Technology is becoming more and more important in today’s schools,” Mr.
Bourhill said. “This provides students with the tools that makes technology more
hands-on. It enhances the educational experience.”
The grant enhances Lower School technology and the school’s global focus in its
new Global Studies Partners Program. Students are using the Blackboard
Collaborate program to participate in interactive classroom projects with the Old
Park Primary School in England. They develop one-on-one relationships using face
time on iPads.
One project currently underway is the study of several types of poetry, including
rhyming, free verse and haiku. W-H and Old Park students will compare their
understanding of these poems and how their different cultures affect their
interpretation of the poetry.
“We have a strong global focus in our curriculum and this gives our students an
opportunity to connect with schools abroad,” Mr. Webster said. “This is a great
skill for students to learn at an early age. A grant like this helps us connect with
students abroad and expands the horizons of our students tremendously.”
“Diversity is one of our core values and this project allows students to connect in
a very personal way with a student in another culture to discuss issues affecting
both of them,” Mr. Spivak added.
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Pictured, in the Oakwood Room, from
left: Assemblyman Patrick Diegnan,
second grade teacher Kelly Cannizzo,
Cablevision Director of Government
Affairs Don Viapree, second grade
teacher Donna Pedde, Lightpath
representative David Bourhill, Head of
School Andrew Webster, Director of
Technology Marc Spivak, Edison Mayor
Antonia Ricigliano, Lower School Head
Dr. Jerry Ganis and Assistant Head for
Institutional Advancement Bill Jenkins.

By Rudy Brandl ’83
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School Celebrates

Chinese New Year
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Two dragons meet at midcourt in Laidlaw Gym to begin the festivities.

The Wardlaw-Hartridge School treated the community to an
extravaganza of dance, food and other cultural activities in
recognition of Chinese New Year–The Year of the Snake–on
February 8. Parents, faculty and staff members joined students
from the Middle and Upper Schools in the celebration. Lower
School students visited the Oakwood Room later in the
morning to join in the fun with games and treats. The day was
organized by Chinese teachers Hua Liu and Alice Zhao and
was funded by the Confucius Classrooms Network.
Activities began in Laidlaw Gym with two ornamental
dragons entering and parading past the students. Seniors
Kimberly Son and Nina Pangan won the chopsticks
competition in which students had to pick up as many small
beans as possible and transfer them to a plate in one minute.
Then, the Middle School students engaged in a fierce game of
tug of war.
Performances included: a chorus of “Descendants of
Dragon” by International students, a Mongolian Dance by
Jersey Joy Performing Arts, an energetic Taekwondo
demonstration by the W-H Taekwondo Club, a Fan Dance by
Jersey Joy Performing Arts, a Kung Fu display by the seventh
graders, a vocal performance of Hometown of Moon by the
senior girls in Chinese 1 class, A Moonlit Night On The
Spring River dance by Jersey Joy Performing Arts, a Chinese
Morning Exercise routine by the eighth graders, a Kun opera
by Jersey Joy Performing Arts, a Xinjiang Dance by Jersey Joy
Performing Arts and the finale, “If You Are Happy, Clap Your
Hands,” by all students in the Chinese classes.

Members of the W-H Taekwondo Club perform a routine on the stage.
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Professional dancers and students performed routines as part of the Chinese New Year celebration.

Wardlaw-Hartridge students, faculty
and staff members gather for a group
photo prior to the performance.

Students Enjoy Trip to
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Thirty students and faculty members from The Wardlaw-Hartridge School continued the celebration of Chinese
New Year by traveling to Radio City Music Hall to attend a performance of well-known Chinese folk singer Song
Zuying on February 16.
Chinese language students and international students enrolled at Wardlaw-Hartridge enjoyed an exciting
opportunity to enhance their learning of the Chinese language and culture. Ms. Song Zuying was featured with
Placido Domingo during the closing ceremonies of the 2008 Beijing Olympics. The concert also featured the
American Symphony Orchestra and the China Philharmonic Orchestra Artistic Director and Principal Conductor Yu
Long.
“I’m very happy that we were able to take Chinese classes students to attend the concert,” Upper School Chinese
teacher Hua Liu said. “As a “Reigning Queen” of Chinese folk songs, Song Zuying was introduced in our classes and
students learned her famous song “Jasmine Flower.” It was always my hope that they could watch her live performance
one day. When this day finally came, I was as excited as the students.”
Moments after entering the theater, the group caught the attention of a Chinese newspaper journalist covering the
event. The students were interviewed and posed for pictures. The next day, the group received online coverage in a
Chinese blog.
“The performance was not only amazing, but also beautifully designed,” Chinese III student Liam O’Connell ’14
said. “I loved every single song. I had very high expectations for the performance and I can gladly say that it exceeded
even those. I also enjoyed being with all the Chinese classes students because I got to know other students that I had
not met before.”
“I enjoyed Song Zuying’s performance much more than I thought I would,” Chinese I student Stephanie Smyczek
’13 added. “She has such an amazingly beautiful voice and I am thankful for the opportunity to have heard her
perform live. A few times during the show, Song Zuying invited the audience to sing with her and to respond, and
even though we couldn’t understand what they were saying, it was amazing to witness the cohesiveness of the Chinese
community and it was also fun to attempt to participate. I had a great time at Radio City, and I would love to do
something similar again.”
The concert gave the students another opportunity to appreciate Chinese culture.
“At the concert, I was impressed with their eagerness to learn and to express themselves,” Ms. Liu said. “In
addition, with their great manner and behavior, the students truly demonstrated themselves as diplomats of the
W-H community.”
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Radio City Music Hall
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Community Embraces Diversity
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at Family Fun Night
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International Family Fun Night,
an annual treat for the WardlawHartridge community, attracted
another large crowd in the AP Room
for an evening of good food and
entertainment on January 25. W-H
celebrated its diversity with cuisine
and entertainment from many
different parts of the world.
“International Family Fun Night
has always been my sincere pleasure
to coordinate,” said WardlawHartridge Parents’ Association
president Bonnie Nolan, the chief
organizer of the annual event.
“Finding and negotiating with the
professional performers is certainly
exciting, but what’s even more fun is
watching the expressions on the faces
of the kids who are so entranced, and
that is what it’s all about. Of course,
sampling the unbelievable food
contributions is a perk and seeing how
proud the student performers are to
demonstrate the dances and games of
their cultures make running IFFN a
thoroughly enjoyable experience.”
W-H families contributed all of the
food in the buffet line, which included
a vast array of Indian and Asian
delicacies. The senior class helped set
up the buffet and served food to the
patrons throughout the evening. For a
bargain price of $10, guests were
treated to an all-you-can-eat
international buffet.

Students Celebrate

World LanguagesWeek

By Rudy Brandl ’83

The Wardlaw-Hartridge
School celebrated World
Languages Week with an array
of activities celebrating
different cultures from March
4-8. Students across all three
divisions participated in games,
performances and exhibits
reflecting the five languages
offered in the Upper School.
Each day, a different language
celebrated its day:

Ivy

All categories were
based on Latin words, derivatives, and literature themes still seen in today’s society. Representatives from each class
answered questions like “On what Roman characters were Romeo and Juliet based?” (Pyramus and Thisbe) and “What
does bovine mean?” (like a cow). The junior class won the round by correctly identifying Cicero as an influence on the
writings of John Locke and Thomas Jefferson.
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Tuesday - Latin - The Latin students challenged the Upper School to a game of Jeopardy!

Oak

Monday - Spanish Spanish 5 and AP Spanish
students presented a Living
Spanish students and their instructors, Sra. Yolanda Reyes and Sra. Linda Kouril, pose
Art exhibit of various
Spanish/Latin American artists after their Living Art exhibit.
in the Oakwood Room. This
exhibit featured the students and Sra. Yolanda Reyes and Sra. Linda Kouril physically depicting or serving as live models
for the works of art, which included works by Salvador Dali, Diego Rivera, Frida Kahlo and Pablo Picasso. Students from
all three divisions stopped by to visit the attractive exhibit. Several Lower School grades celebrated the Spanish language
through song and dance.

Wednesday - Italian - The Italian class presented to the Upper School how Italian music has influenced other
musical genres around the world and how Italian music has been influenced by different musical genres. The class
highlighted the lives and accomplishments of four musicians, Enrico Caruso, Luciano Pavarotti, Andrea Bocelli and
Renato Carosone. The class then danced to a classic 1950s hit, incorporating swing moves and culminating in a modern
rendition of the dance to the remixed version of the song, We no speak Americano, a 2012 hit song on today’s dance chart.

Thursday - French - The French students in all levels put on a show called “What Not to Wear in Paris.” The
presentation began by showing photos of poorly dressed Americans, followed by pictures of stylish French fashion. After
that, students put on their own fashion show, wearing examples of what to wear and what not to wear in Paris. The show
ended with a parade that included the singing of the chorus to a song called “Victime de la Mode,” or Fashion Victim.

Friday - Chinese - The Chinese students created and displayed a video slide show of photos called “This is
China” which they found most representative of China. Photos in the show included: the Forbidden City, Temple of
Heaven, Great Wall, a Chinese dragon, Chinese acrobats and both the beautiful landscapes and pollution in China. The
photos showed the differences in terrain and structure in China, which was portrayed as a juxtaposition of old and new,
with the serenity of breathtaking landscapes, but also the bustling vivacity of a thriving city.
17
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Alex Barbet
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Alex Barbet ’14 showcased
his vocal talents with the finest
singers on the Eastern Seaboard
as a member of the All-Eastern
Regional Chorus in April. The
group of 360 singers selected for
the National Association for
Music Educators (NAMFE) AllEastern Mixed Honor Chorus
rehearsed from April 4-6 and
performed on April 7 at the
Bushnell Performing Arts
Center in Hartford, CT.
“It was a lot of singing and it
was really tiring, but it was
definitely worth it,” said Alex,
who rehearsed for as many as

eight hours per day with the
group. “I definitely enjoyed it.”
The NAMFE Mixed Honor
Chorus performed eight songs
in front of an audience of 1,200
on the final day of the festival’s
long weekend. His favorite song
was The Conversion of Saul by
NAMFE conductor and
composer Z. Randall Stroope.
“It’s really an odd
composition of music and it
comes together very nicely,”
explained Alex, a member of the
Bass II section. “It’s very violent
at the beginning and at the end
it gets really calm.”

By Rudy Brandl ’83

After rehearsing most of the
day, the performers attended
concerts on Friday and Saturday
evenings. Although it was
exhausting, Alex enjoyed the
experience.
“To see so many talented
singers come together with such
excellent music was amazing,”
he said.
The next step for Alex is a
national audition. If he is
accepted into the National
Choir, he will be invited to
Memphis, TN in 2014.

Samantha Lamparello ’14 and Julia Linger ’15 were nominated by Montclair
State University for the 2013 Theatre Night Awards for their roles in The Miracle
Worker, the school’s fall play in 2012. Samantha, who played the role of Annie
Sullivan, was nominated for Outstanding Actress. Julia, who portrayed Helen Keller,
was nominated for Best Supporting Actress.
Samantha recently won senior vocal first place in the Ticket To Broadway regional
competition in Montgomery, NJ on March 17. On Saturday and Sunday, February
24-25, Samantha competed in the Beyond the Stars regional competition in Somerset,
Samantha
Julia Linger
NJ and won a special judges award “Broadway Bound” for her performance of “Mr.
Lamparello
Snow” as well as a Platinum Level score.
Julia auditioned for the Central Jersey Music Education Association Region II Women's Choir on December 8 and was
selected to the CJMEA Women’s Choir. The performance included the Women’s Chorus, Mixed Chorus and Orchestra and was
held at Monroe Middle School on Jan. 27.
The W-H nominees were invited to attend the Theatre Night Awards Banquet honoring the best in high school drama on
April 26 at 7 p.m. at Memorial Auditorium on the campus of Montclair State University.

Dawn Francavilla, Health and Physical Education Teacher and Co-Director of Student Life,
has been selected as the Eastern District Association K-12 Health Education Teacher of the Year
by the American Alliance for Health, Physical Education, Recreation and Dance.
Ms. Francavilla, known as Frankie in the W-H community, received her award at the
AAHPERD Convention in Valley Forge, PA on February 23. This award qualifies Frankie for
national teacher of the year recognition.
“You are the cream of the crop in your profession and truly deserve to be recognized for the
outstanding job you do with your students each and every day,” New Jersey AHPERD President
JoAnn Doherty wrote in an e-mail congratulating Frankie on her award.
Frankie won the Mary Jo Young Health Educator of the Year Award last year and was named
the New Jersey Outstanding AHPERD High School Teacher of the Year in 2009-2010. She also
has received various nominations and awards for coaching and community service.
Dawn Francavilla
“We are fortunate to have Frankie as a member of our faculty,” said Rhona Eserner, Upper
School Head at W-H. “Frankie teaches in both Lower and Upper School and coaches in Middle
School. To be able to relate well to students in all three divisions gives testimony to Frankie’s talent as a teacher. This award is
really nice because it recognizes her for teaching health, which Frankie loves to do and has done so well at W-H over the years.”

Performers Fly Across the Stage in Musical Tarzan

Seventy-three Wardlaw-Hartridge students contributed to a successful four-show
run of Tarzan from March 7-10.
The show featured 11 different students flying across the stage and more than
1,200 patrons attended. Director Becky Randazzo, music director Sharon Byrne and
co-producer Allyson Schieve assembled a talented cast and crew.
Billy Nolan and Mairead Forrest starred in the lead roles of Tarzan and Jane,
respectively. Other major characters who dazzled on the stage included Neelam Patel, Alex Barbet, Harry T. Osborne, Julia
Linger, Michael Olano, Claude Djan, Noah Fischer, Antonia Santangelo, Josh Marseille and Nick Davis.

Students Recognized For Fine Artwork
and

Ivy

this year’s show,” duCret director
Frank Falotico said. “The talent
represented here is truly outstanding!”
Two students from W-H won first
place in their category: Stephanie
Smyczek (Mom in Paper Collage) and
Emily Wexler (Blink in Collage).
Other W-H students recognized
include Ayan Ahmed (Carnival in
Acrylics), John Houston (Untitled in
Collage), Haley Needle (Self-Portrait
in Cardboard), Abdur Sajid of
Carteret (Instructor in Markers) and
Max Hernandez-Webster (The Last
Drop in Photography).
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John Houston, Ayan Ahmed, Wardlaw-Hartridge
art teacher Gale Goldman, Stephanie Smyczek
and Emily Wexler gather for a group photo at the
duCret show.

Students from The WardlawHartridge School showcased their
talents and fine art work and received
many awards at the 34th duCret
School of Art High School Students
Show on February 22. This year’s
show featured 493 students
representing 23 New Jersey public,
private and parochial schools from
eight counties. Ninety-one prizes were
given out in 17 categories.
“I would like to take this
opportunity to congratulate not only
the award recipients, but also every
individual student who has entered

All-America Cheerleaders March in London Parade
Three Wardlaw-Hartridge seniors
made history by becoming the first W-H
boys to be named All-America
cheerleaders. Nick Davis ’13, Cory
Harrell ’13, and Billy Nolan ’13 took
their acrobatic talents and school spirit
overseas during the holiday break and
performed in the New Year’s Eve Parade
in London.
“The London trip was an unreal
experience,” Billy said. “Aside from being
able to be a part of a cheerleading squad
consisting of members from across the
nation, being able to explore London’s

vibrant history and culture in the down
time we had was just awesome. We were
able to meet new people and really got to
experience what life is like in London,
while at the same time do something that
we all enjoy. If I got the chance, I’d easily
do it all over.”
“It was great, indescribable,” Nick
added. “Everything we wanted to do in
London, we did. We saw so much, got to
do a lot of things and were able to hang
out with great people.”
The W-H trio was among 1,200
cheerleaders, but only 20 boys, who

qualified as All-Americans for the trip.
They earned this honor after the preseason cheer camp in Pine Forest, PA last
August.
“They are the first boys to represent
W-H with this high honor and we are so
proud of them,” W-H head cheerleading
coach Tanda Tucker said. “Seeing how
much they improved (at the camp), we
encouraged them to go for it. They were
rewarded with a medallion and the
chance to take part in a special trip.”
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Hurricane Sandy Victims
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By Rudy Brandl ’83

Above: Lorianna Carlucci and her W-H cheer teammates present a
check to the Union Beach Fire Department.
Right: W-H maintenance crew members unload supplies donated from
Madsen & Howell Industrial Supply, Inc.

Students, parents, teachers,
administrators and alumni of The
Wardlaw-Hartridge School community
contributed time, energy, monetary
donations and other resources to help
victims of Hurricane Sandy “restore the
shore” since the super storm ravaged the
New Jersey coastline.
It didn’t take long for Tanda Tucker,
Middle School art teacher and varsity
cheerleading coach, to spring into
action. Tucker and assistant cheerleading
coach Brooke Sofield generated sales of
ocean blue “Restore the Shore – Jersey
Strong” bracelets. The school ran bake
sales and members of the cheerleading
team found other ways, including a
weekend trip to Manasquan, to help the
victims at the Jersey Shore.
Miss Tucker identified a charity to
direct the donations – the Union Beach
Fire Department. She realized that the
fire department of the small blue-collar
community needed assistance in order to
continue helping its people. The firemen

themselves lost homes, cars and other
personal items. Despite suffering these
hardships, they continued to respond to
calls from victims.
“Our team was truly inspired by the
way the Union Beach Fire Department
continues to help,” Tucker said. “By
helping them, we helped those who
needed their help. Sometimes we forget
to help those who help because they
never ask for it, so I believe our team is
really making a difference in the Union
Beach community.”
Wardlaw alumnus Peter Madsen ’65,
an Emeritus Trustee of the school, got
involved in the effort by donating
cleaning supplies from his company,
Madsen & Howell Industrial Supply,
Inc. Mr. Madsen provided three pallets
of materials including buckets, mops,
brooms, rubber gloves, bleach and
laundry detergent to aid the cleanup. A
group of cheerleaders, Coach Tucker,
and Head of School Andrew Webster of
Edison delivered the supplies and a

check for $3,500 to the Union Beach
Fire Department on Saturday, December
15.
“It was an overwhelming experience,”
Wardlaw-Hartridge senior Lorianna
Carlucci ’13 said. “It was astonishing to
see that so many families are still in need
of so much help. It’s unbelievable that
these people were affected so deeply by
the hurricane, yet every one of us is back
to our daily lives. It means so much that
we were able to help these fire fighters,
and hopefully Union Beach and all other
affected areas will get the help they need
to rebuild.”
“It was a really moving experience on
both sides of the spectrum, feeling good
because of donating the check to the fire
department and feeling bad seeing the
destruction at the beach front,”
classmate Nick Davis ’13 said. “I’m
really glad I went and what I saw will
stick with me for a long while.”

Senior Athletes
Make Headlines
By Rudy Brandl ’83

Zach Bialik ’13 Signs to Play Soccer at Rutgers
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Zach Bialik, a senior at The Wardlaw-Hartridge School, is taking plenty of
excitement, confidence and speed to the college level.
Bialik signed his National Letter of Intent to play soccer at Rutgers
University on Feb. 6, the national signing date. Bialik is thrilled to be joining Zach Bialik signs his official letter of intent to play
soccer at Rutgers University as his parents, Cindy
the Scarlet Knights.
and David, and W-H Athletic Director Karl
“It’s an indescribable feeling right now,” said Bialik, who was joined by his
Miran look on.
parents, David and Cindy, in the Wardlaw-Hartridge Admission Conference
Room. “I’m basically on Cloud Nine.”
Bialik expects to make an impact at the college level right away. He knows that Rutgers isn’t afraid to send freshmen into the
heat of battle and he’s prepared to fight for playing time.
“I’m more excited and determined than anything else,” said Bialik, who also was recruited by Harvard, Cornell, St. John’s,
Cincinnati and Georgetown. “I’m pretty confident that I’ll get a chance to play.”
Bialik starred for the Rams for three seasons but had to sit out his senior year due to a club soccer commitment with Match Fit
Chelsea Academy. His preparation at the club under coach Malcolm Murphy and his rigorous training sessions with WardlawHartridge 2004 graduate Mike Olim have been instrumental in making Bialik the player he is today. He also credits former W-H
head coach Mike Romeo, who is now an assistant coach at Rutgers.
Bialik’s parents are excited to have their son playing close to home.
“I’m very happy he’s going to be local,” David Bialik said. “It gives us an opportunity to see him play. We’re looking forward to
it. I’m sure he’s going to do well. He just has to be himself out there.”
Bialik becomes the fourth W-H player in the last five years to play Division 1 soccer, joining Jordan Neuhauser ’08 (Elon),
Sean Gardner ’10 (Duquesne) and Jordan Beckett ’10 (Dayton). Wardlaw-Hartridge is establishing a presence at the NCAA level,
with athletes competing on various levels in many different leagues.
“He gave us three great years on the high school level,” said Karl Miran, the W-H Athletic Director. “Zach contributed to the
soccer program here and we’re proud to see him have this opportunity.”

Justen Davis ’13 Surpasses 1,000 Points and Rebounds

Justen Davis and W-H boys’ basketball head
coach James McGowan.

Senior Justen Davis ‘13 achieved a
rare feat during his four-year varsity
basketball career at The WardlawHartridge School. Players often are
recognized for scoring 1,000 career
points, but few athletes compile 1,000
points and 1,000 rebounds. Justen
reached both milestones in his senior
season.
Justen reached the 1,000-point mark
for his Wardlaw-Hartridge basketball
career during a Dec. 22 home game vs.
local rival J.P. Stevens. The Rams lost
the game, but Justen enjoyed a special
moment that only 11 other W-H
players have been able to achieve.
“This was a special moment for me,”
Justen said. “When I hit the shot,

nothing but tears came to my eyes. It
was sentimental especially since I was
able to score my 1,000th career point
here in the Laidlaw Gymnasium. I
would like to send a special thank you
to my mother and father who have
always been my biggest supporters, and
to my teammates, who always
encourage me on a daily basis. Also, to
my Wardlaw-Hartridge family, students
and faculty, thank you - this would not
have been possible without you.”
Justen became the 12th athlete in
school history to join the 1,000-point
club, which includes nine boys and
three girls. He finished his career with
1,295 points and 1,002 rebounds.
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Booster Club Team Prevails at

The victorious Booster Club team included, from left to right, back row: Cassandra McCray, Mike Jesionka, Karl Miran and Jeff
Downing. Front row: Lawrence McCray, Nelson Cabrera, Dat Phan, Jim Olano and Joel Sherman.
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sWHoop-a-thon

Booster Club members Paula Haborak, Steve Needle,
Virginia Cabrera and Nelson Cabrera show off some
merchandise at the sWHoop-a-thon.
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W-H swimmers take a break from their laps at the
sWHoop-a-thon.

The Booster Club’s annual sWHoop-a-thon provided fun
and excitement for The Wardlaw-Hartridge School community
on Saturday, January 26. The baseball, basketball, cheerleading
and swim teams held clinics and gave lessons in the morning.
Students shot free throws and swam laps to raise money for the
W-H athletic program.
Youngsters of all ages played basketball games and tested
their pitching arms for velocity on the radar gun in Laidlaw
Gym. The Booster Club sold W-H apparel and provided food
and refreshments.
The highlight of the day was the highly anticipated
basketball game between the Booster Club and Board of
Trustees in Laidlaw Gym. The Booster Club, behind an
outstanding performance by Dat Phan prevailed by a 47-42
score in an entertaining contest for the many fans in
attendance. Booster Club president Jeff Downing fielded a
team that also included parents Jim Olano, Joel Sherman,
Laurence McCray and Cassandra McCray, Mike Jesionka,
Nelson Cabrera and athletic director Karl Miran.
The Board of Trustees team consisted of trustees Rob Rizzo
’89, Greg Casagrande ’81 and Anthony D’Amore, Andy
Webster, Head of School, athletic trainer Ryan Oliveira,
coaches Mike Howell and Emerson Barbosa, former athletic
director and coach Allen Everhart and Rudy Brandl ’83,
Director of Alumni Relations.

Parents’ Association Provides

‘Escape to Paradise’

at Annual Gala

Milly Ferreira, Alison Kornecki and Aurea HernandezWebster lead the way on the dance floor.

Joanne Wexler, Tammy D'Amore and Carolyn Gallagher get ready
to move on the dance floor.

Oak

Stephen Lawrence, Janice Innis-Thompson, Maurice
Payami and Renee Payami enjoy the cocktail hour.

The WHPA premier event, ‘Escape to Paradise’
was held at The Stonehouse at Stirling Ridge in
Warren, NJ. Almost 200 people wined, dined,
danced and bid up a storm, all in support of The
Wardlaw-Hartridge School.
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Mike and Anna Jesionka browse the items at the silent
auction.

Ted Osborne ’71, Board of Trustees President, and
Tammy D’Amore, WHPA First Vice President, announce
the raffle winners.

Mike and Lisamarie Banko
dance at the gala.

Karen and John Hoffman
enjoy their first WPHA Gala.

Anthony D’Amore (center) greets Stephen and Ellen Ritz as Lesley
and Randy Rogers ’81 look on.
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Hartridge Class of 1963
Shares Special Memories

By Betty Ann Hogan Fort ’63

Hartridge School students
joyfully exit the Acorn after
study hall.

Seniors’ Society
Camp Kilmer
January 1957
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Washiongton, DC January 1958

24

The Hartridge Class of 1963 lost one
of its Shining Stars with the passing this
past January of Lise Kenworthy. After
Hartridge, Lise graduated from Wellesley
College, earned an MA in History from
Yale, taught high school history for a few
years and then received a law degree
from Suffolk University in Boston. Lise
took her law degree to Seattle,
Washington, where she became a
successful maritime lawyer, met and
married her husband, Tom Dyer, and
was very active in the Seattle community
and her church.
Lise is remembered fondly by her
classmates as a friend to all, someone
with great enthusiasm for life. Many of
us have happy memories of ice skating
on Lise’s family’s pond in Colonia, and
of wonderful times playing with Lise’s
magical—and fully furnished—doll
house, and her family’s beautiful
Norwegian Elkhounds.
Claudia Wilkerson Van Nes, who
lived near Lise in Colonia, remembers
carpooling to Hartridge with Lise. She
noted that every morning, Lise would
have all of her homework done and
ready to hand in, and, well, Claudia not
so much. And yet, in all those years,

Lise never lectured or suggested that
Claudia do as she did. We all remember
Lise’s passion for hairbands, with her
hair sticking up all akimbo behind, and
her socks, which always had a way of
creeping down into her brown loafers.
Our graduating class only had 24
members, plus a few who stayed
connected even after going off to
boarding school. We thought we knew
each other well, for we spent a lot of
time together. As adults, we have been
surprised to learn how much we didn’t
know!
After graduation, we went our separate
ways, with some loose connections being
maintained. It was only a few years ago
after the death of another classmate,
Janet Diss Anderson, that through the
magic of the Internet, the recordkeeping of the Alumnae Office and the
determination of Pat Turner Kavanaugh
’63, we all reconnected. And reconnect
we did!
Today, any excuse for lunch or dinner
is a good one. Jody Lewis Broom is in
town to visit her brother? Let’s eat!
Anyone else passing through? We’re
there! There are still five of us in
Central Jersey (Pat, Carol Stuart Henry,

Lynn Laidlaw Carter, Susan Karner
Hassinger and me) so this area has
become “home base” for get-togethers
and for amazing reminiscences about our
years at Hartridge.
When we were in the sixth grade, we
had a classmate named Anne Wooten.
Anne’s father, Brigadier General Wooten,
was the Commanding General at Camp
Kilmer in Edison during the time of the
Hungarian Revolution in 1956. Camp
Kilmer became the processing center for
Hungarian refugees who had come to
the United States to flee the Revolution.
Someone decided that it would be a
good experience for us to see this
operation first-hand, so the Army sent
over a bus and transported us all to
Camp Kilmer. Many of us remember
walking through the barracks where
families were housed in cramped and
rather Spartan living arrangements, and
eating in the Mess Hall with the refugees
at what seemed like miles-long tables. I
clearly remember a young Hungarian
woman coming over to me, smiling, and
saying something in Hungarian. In my
11-year-old cluelessness, I smiled back
and nodded—and she walked off with
my fork! Afterward, we had a group

The trusty, old Hartridge
School book bag was carried
by all of the girls. Miss
Hartridge insisted the girls use
this bag rather than carry
books in their arms because
rounding their shoulders
negatively affected their
ladylike posture!
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Hartridge Class of
1963 Golden 50th
Anniversary Reunion
Weekend – September
20-22, 2013 – Contact
Susan Karner
Hassinger ’63 at
skarnerh@aol.com for
more information.
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class picture taken and, truly, we looked as though we were the refugees.
Culture was not our strong suit in sixth grade. We had an English teacher, Mrs. Dwight,
whose claim to fame was that she was supposedly Cecil B. DeMille’s niece. She had us reading
The Wind in the Willows for what seemed like forever, so one day, when she was a few minutes
late for class, we all hid in a closet in the back of our classroom in the Pine Cone. She arrived,
saw that there was no one there—and left! For a few moments, we felt very triumphant—and
then we realized, “Now what?” Somehow, the consequences could not have been too dire,
since no one seems to remember what they were—or even if there were any.
In seventh grade, we studied American History, and Miss Macbeth and a few brave mothers
decided it would be fun to take us to Washington, DC for three days. So we boarded a bus
with long-suffering and ever-patient Charlie the Bus Driver, and off we went. I think we sang
“100 Bottles of Beer on the Wall” all the way down—and all the way back as well. We had a
wonderful time and hit all of the high spots—the White House, the Capital, the Smithsonian,
Mount Vernon, Arlington National Cemetery, all the monuments—but probably the most
unforgettable moments occurred in the hotel rooms, after what was supposed to be “lights out.”
In the belief that the Statute of Limitations has expired, Sarah Stillman Duffy recounts her
room’s adventure—seeing what would happen if they poured water from a pitcher out of their
window on people walking below! They remained undetected. The 12-year-old sense of humor
is a wondrous thing! There have been unconfirmed rumors that the mothers and Miss Mac
gathered to share some adult beverages AFTER we were all asleep. Who could blame them?
We had some great fun day trips as well—to Sue Foster Work’s family cabin at Forest Lake in
Pennsylvania, Lynn Laidlaw Carter’s house on a lake in Sparta, NJ, and Lane Sheble Reardon’s
shore house in Mantoloking—I wonder if that house is still there. We seemed to be at our best
when wet.
Our parents saw our potential early. As a matter of fact, Debbie Detwiller Smith’s dad, who
must have remembered reading Tom Sawyer, needed his barn painted. So he invited the whole
class over, handed us paint brushes, and, with amazing courage, turned us loose on his barn! I
can’t vouch for the quality of the paint job, but he rewarded us with a party afterward.

From left to right: Lynn Laidlaw Carter, Pat Turner Kavanaugh, Susan Karner Hassinger, Betty Ann
Hogan Fort, Carol Stuart Henry, Jody Lewis Broom.
Those of us who had Miss Fine for English in the Upper School remember having to
memorize—complete with punctuation—and be able to write the first two verses of the StarSpangled Banner. It was the first—and last—test on which I received a NNNP—Not Nowhere
Nearly Passing. And then there was her geriatric Cocker Spaniel, Winkle, who accompanied her
to class every day, and who had serious digestive problems. It befell various hapless class
members to, on cue from Miss Fine or Winkle, grab Winkle’s leash and race out of the classroom
and down the stairs and out the door of the Acorn before Winkle’s last meal reappeared.
The week after graduation, we divided our time between Martha Cole’s beach house in
Elberon—which, sadly, Superstorm Sandy took half of—and Lane’s house in Mantoloking. We
talked, sunned, ate, slept little and danced around bonfires on the beach in some sort of savage
rite of passage. And then we went our separate ways.
As we plan our 50th reunion—where did the time go?—scheduled for September 21, 2013,
we look forward to hearing more stories, reminiscing about those classmates we have lost and
celebrating the women we have all become.
Let’s eat!

Wardlaw Class of 1963
Golden 50th
Anniversary Reunion –
Contact George Stock
’63 at 386-931-7220
or georgestock1@
yahoo.com or Geoff
Sadwith ’63 at
732-233-3846 or
gsadwith@aol.com
for more information.
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Bridget McCormack ’84
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Elected to Michigan State Supreme Court By Corinna Crafton
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1981. The chestnut-haired girl in the green polo shirt was new to my
church community. I remember her warm smile and thinking she was much
older than her 14 years, for she displayed a thoughtfulness and maturity
unknown to the other teens in our group, who generally aimed for volume
and velocity in all things.
Thirty years on, Warldaw-Hartridge alumna Bridget now sits on the
Michigan Supreme Court, arbiter of justice and example to all of the power
of one woman committed to a belief in the impartiality of law to improve the
lives of many, one at a time.
Those who knew Bridget as a young girl could have predicted her success.
They certainly recall the girl who was always concerned about fairness. Her
mother, Norah McCormack, recalls Bridget being troubled by the thought of
people being ostracized or “treated unfairly…and [she] did not like that.”
Bridget took to heart the maxim innocent until proven guilty, which has been a
guiding principle throughout her career. Bridget’s years as a student at W-H
provided a sturdy foundation for her study of jurisprudence and impressive
career.
Bridget recalls two “fantastic teachers who made us love the material and
love learning.” History teacher “Doc” Rud challenged Bridget in AP History,
Bridget McCormack ’84
inspiring and increasing her interest in law. Mrs. Cook’s Latin classes helped
Bridget develop a love of language and good writing. A hallmark of the
Wardlaw-Hartridge experience is the passionate involvement of students in
myriad activities beyond the classroom. Bridget exemplified this combination
of academic rigor and whole person vigor; she started the school’s Calculus Club and excelled on the school’s lacrosse and
volleyball teams.
After graduating W-H in 1984, Bridget completed undergraduate work at Trinity College in Connecticut, then a law degree at
NYU Law School, where she won the Anne Petluck Poses Memorial Prize, which recognized outstanding clinical work. Her first
job after law school was as a public defender in New York City, where Bridget was responsible for over 1,000 cases. Yale Law
School took notice and recruited her to teach and supervise law students in the clinical program in state and federal courts. In
1998, Bridget accepted a position at the University of Michigan Law School, making a name for herself as a strong advocate for
the underserved. She created or
expanded many legal clinics,
among them the Human
Trafficking, Domestic Violence
and Pediatric Health Advocacy
Clinics. One of Bridget’s most
inspiring accomplishments during
her tenure at the University of
Michigan was the founding of the
Michigan Innocence Clinic. Her
law students represent those
wrongfully convicted of a crime;
as of June 2012, six people had
been exonerated due to the
important work of this clinic.

Bridget and her husband Steven Croley are joined by their four children, Matt, Jack, Anna
and Harry.
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The McCormack Family, from left: William, Mary ’87, Bridget ’84, Will
and Norah.
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Bridget’s groundbreaking work resulted in her promotion to
Dean for Clinical Affairs at the University of Michigan in
2002. Dean Jeffrey Lehman spoke on the occasion of her
promotion saying “Professor McCormack is an
extraordinarily-gifted teacher who has earned the admiration
and respect of students and colleagues alike. She has a subtle
and powerful mind, an astonishing work ethic, and an
infectious commitment to her craft.” Bridget has won
numerous awards for her work, including the 2010 Justice for
All Award. The diligence with which Bridget has pursued
methods of advocacy for those underserved by the justice
system has righted wrongs and inspired others to pursue a life
of good deeds and helpful living.
In November 2012, Bridget was elected to the Michigan
Supreme Court. She looks forward to “working collegially
with colleagues and showing the public that despite the
partisan-ish election process the court is not a political
institution but rather the honest broker in government.”
Bridget and her family, husband Steven Croley and four
children, live in Ann Arbor, Michigan. Bridget’s sister, actress
Mary McCormack, is a 1987 graduate of Wardlaw-Hartridge.
Her brother Will McCormack also attended W-H and is an
actor and screenwriter.

Bridget McCormack proudly displays the
Cooley Award, one of many honors she has
received during her professional career.
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Young Alumni
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Provide Advice for Students By Rudy Brandl ’83

Six recent Wardlaw-Hartridge graduates shared their insight
and experience with current juniors and seniors at the annual
Young Alumni College Day in Upper Snowdon. The panel
consisted of Devi Mody ’10 (Boston University), Kayla Kluse
’11 (Susquehanna University), Hannah Lipper ’11
(Bennington College), Brian Downing ’12 (Dickinson
College), Devin Batts ’12 (Delaware State University) and
Skyla Choi ’12 (Clark University).
The alumni agreed that W-H prepared them for college life,
especially in the academic arena. Devi, a junior in the Boston
University Seven-Year Medical Program, has always been
comfortable building relationships and interacting with faculty
members.
“A lot of my friends who went to larger high schools feel
awkward about going to see professors, but I’ve always been
able to do that,” Devi said. “The classes are hard but I had a
really good foundation.”
Time management and organization are keys to success in
college. W-H students are pushed in their classes and are
encouraged to be active in extracurricular activities. Managing
a busy schedule in a small school environment prepares W-H
graduates to be successful in college and beyond.
“One of the best skills Wardlaw-Hartridge taught me is time
management,” Hannah said. “I had a lot of work to do in
addition to playing softball and getting ready for concerts, so I

was prepared for that.”
The alumni also agreed that W-H students are better
prepared for the rigors of college writing.
“Your writing will be a whole lot better than your friends at
college because of the way (Wardlaw-Hartridge) prepares you,”
Skyla said. “You’re going to get better grades than the people in
your class.”
“People at (Dickinson) were freaking out about a 10-page
paper. I’ve been doing that since eighth grade, it’s no big deal,”
Brian said.
More than 30 young alumni joined faculty and staff
members for a pizza lunch in the Oakwood Room following
the panel discussion.

The six alumni panelists, from left: Devin Batts (Class of 2012),
Skyla Choi (Class of 2012), Brian Downing (Class of 2012), Kayla
Kluse (Class of 2011), Hannah Lipper (Class of 2011) and Devi
Mody (Class of 2010).

Alumni Enjoy March Madness

More than 20 Wardlaw-Hartridge graduates gathered at the GrilleStone in Scotch Plains for the fourth annual Alumni March Madness
Party on March 15. Guests in attendance included event organizers Emilie Rinaldo ’85 and Don Sidun ’01, fellow alumni John
Campbell ’07, Greg Lamparello ’10, Charlie Pivnichny ’10, Rob Rizzo ’89, Karan Rinaldo ’89, Kevin Swenson ’89, Darren Geissler
’89, Macada Brandl ’87, Gary Williams ’87, Jason Woodridge ’87, Jen Shafi ’87, Greg Raudelunas ’86, Karen Leach ’85, Beth Flynn
Torralbas ’85, Claudine Nicora Stefanelli ’85, Mark Oberschewen ’85, Becky Orlowski Glazer ’85, Dan Welker ‘84 and Rudy Brandl
’83, faculty members Jim and Sue Howard and former faculty member Allen Everhart.

28

SAVE THE DATE! Alumni Summer Kickoff Party
Friday, June 21 – 7 p.m.
Darby Road, 450 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, NJ

Class Notes
Sarah Rushmore ’76
Sarah is working in a 15:1 classroom in
the Charles A. Dickerson High School
in Trumansburg, NY. This small special
education classroom provides
preparation for classified 9th and 10th
grade students to take the required NY
Regents. Sarah’s son Connor is a junior
at her alma mater, Ithaca College,
majoring in business management.

On February 25, Charles Pivnichny, a
junior at Richard Stockton College and
current president of the Watchung Fire
Department, provided the students in
Mrs. Barbara Drake’s forensics class with
an overview of the basic causes and
indicators of arson.
Shruti Nadkarni ’12

Shruti Nadkarni, a freshman in the Kean
University/Drexel University BSMD
Program, returned to her alma mater to
deliver an enlightening presentation
called Tar Wars with a Twist to the
fourth grade health class on Tuesday,
January 22. The presentation, which
Shruti made to fourth graders last year
when she was a W-H senior, is designed
to educate students on the dangers of
smoking and tobacco use. Students
discussed health dangers such as cancer
and high blood pressure and other
negative effects of smoking including
bad teeth, bad breath and gum disease.
They explored the many reasons people
use tobacco including peer pressure,
nicotine addiction, image, weight loss
and advertising.

Mrs. Simone Eiseman, former French teacher at Hartridge and W-H (1956-1978), will celebrate her 90th birthday in October. She is living in
Delray Beach, FL and remains very active teaching English to some employees in her retirement community. Mrs. Simone Eiseman has fond
memories of her teaching days and all the trips to France and Greece with Mrs. Cook and would love to hear from her students, either via phone
or mail. She can be reached at 561-276-2149, by mail at 1070 S.W. 20th Terrace, Apt. 316, Delray Beach, FL 33445 or pjschram@aol.com.
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Ben Chalfin ’08
Ben graduated from Quinnipiac
University last May. Since graduation
Ben has traveled to Israel and after
returning was offered a position with
NBC Sports Network. He is now
working as a Media Manager for the
graphics department and is involved
with all the shows that air on NBC
Sports Network and the sports shows on
NBC. He really enjoys his work but will
never forget his W-H roots and WHTV
with the “WHorld Report.”

Charles Pivnichny ’10
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John Campbell ’07
John Campbell is an Assembly candidate
for NJ’s 22nd Legislative district which
encompasses most of Union, and parts
Middlesex and Somerset counties. John
has always had a passion for politics,
starting with his tenure as student
government president at W-H. He
served as SGA President at Babson
College for three consecutive years (first
in the history of the College to do so)
and then went on to work for United
States Senator Scott P. Brown (R-MA) in
Boston. John has worked in a host of
state and local campaigns. He currently
resides in Plainfield where he invests in
real estate and small fast growing
businesses.

After graduating
from UPenn in
2011, Manfred
deferred several
offers in the
private sector
and joined Teach
for America
(TFA) in Philadelphia. Manfred teaches
Honors Algebra at the People for People
Charter School in North Philadelphia. “I
went to W-H on a scholarship and I saw
the impact that resources coupled with a
positive and safe learning environment
had on my education. When I thought
of how to structure my classroom, I
looked back to the high standard and
high expectations environment that my
teachers, like Mr. Michalski, ran.” This
past summer, in between his two-year
commitment with TFA, Manfred
worked in the Fixed Income Division at
Goldman Sachs. Manfred plans on
joining the management department at a
privately held firm in Chicago after his
time in the classroom.
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Geoff Drucker ’78
Geoff lives in Arlington, Virginia, with
his wife, Michele, step-daughter,
Hannah (14), and son, Jackson (5).
Hannah is in the same eighth grade
class as W-H grad Jerry Casagrande’s ’86
son, Baker. Before starting his current
job as Manager of Dispute Resolution
Services for the American Health
Lawyers Association, Geoff took time
out to write Resolving 21st Century
Disputes: Best Practices for a Fast-Paced
World. Geoff credits Beacon faculty
advisor Robert Paoli with teaching him
the concise, journalistic writing style he
uses in the book. Geoff hosted a
regional alumni event at his home in
Arlingon, VA in April.

Manfred Collado ’07
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In Memoriam
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BARBARA CHARLTON

Barbara Charlton, a
resident of New York
City and Siasconset,
Nantucket, MA, died
December 1, 2012.
She was born in
Englewood, NJ on
August 8, 1936 to
Marion and Matthew
T. Hillick.
While raising her children in New
Jersey, Barbara served on various boards:
Muhlenberg Hospital, CONTACT WE
CARE, Inc., Edison Valley Playhouse and
Nantucket Garden Club (GCA). She also
was a member of the New York Red Cross
Mental Health Disaster Team. She served
as President of Muhlenberg Hospital
Auxiliary, The Metuchen Women’s Club
and the Wardlaw-Hartridge Parents’
Association. Barbara was an avid tennis
player, enjoyed skiing, gardening, golf,
bridge, reading and travel.
Barbara is survived by her husband of
55 years, William James Charlton, a
former member of the Wardlaw-Hartridge
Board of Trustees; their two sons, William
J. Charlton, III ’78 and his wife Donna of
New Vernon, NJ; Matthew T. Charlton ’80
and his wife Donna of Bridgewater, NJ,
two daughters, Elizabeth Whitworth ’82 of
Manhattan and Amanda Charlton ’87 and
her husband Jason Cilo of Manhattan and
six grandchildren: William IV, Vanessa,
Matthew Jr., Bridget and Michael
Charlton, and Elodie Cilo and step-mother
Lillian Hillick of Wilmington, DE.
RALPH CONTI ’79
Ralph Conti, a 1979 graduate of The
Wardlaw-Hartridge School, passed away
suddenly on December 16 in Nevada.
Ralph suffered complications after
surgery from a heart event.
The Conti family held a funeral service
at Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.
Ralph was a dynamic scholar athlete
during his W-H days. He excelled in the
classroom, on the wrestling mat and on
the stage. He studied medicine at
Northwestern and Stanford and became a
successful physician. Ralph is survived by
his loving wife Carol and his 11-year-old
son Joe.
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ANNA BURNETT HIBSHMAN
Anna Burnett
Hibshman, 96,
formerly from
Plainfield, NJ and a
former teacher at
The Hartridge
School, passed away
December 18, 2012.
At the time of her
death, Mrs.
Hibshman lived at Medford Leas
Retirement Community in Medford, NJ.
Mrs. Hibshman grew up in Indiana. She
received a degree in Nursing and in
related sciences from the hospital school
of nursing affiliated with Purdue
University. It was there that she met her
husband, Henry, and they spent their
married life in Plainfield, except for three
years in North Africa, where Dr. Hibshman
taught Petroleum Engineering in Libya and
Algeria. Both were active in community
endeavors, particularly in the Friends of
the Library, The Muhlenberg Hospital, The
Mayor’s Beautification Committee, and in
many organizations of the Crescent
Avenue Presbyterian Church. Mrs.
Hibshman taught elementary science at
The Hartridge School in Plainfield and for
a short time she also taught in the
Muhlenberg Hospital School of Nursing.
ROBERT KASTL
Robert O. Kastl, 79, passed away on
Sunday, Jan. 13, 2013, at Merry Heart
Health Care Center, Succasunna, NJ. Bob
was born in Bayshore, NY, and grew up in
Cambria Heights, NY. He lived in Pine
Brook for 40 years before moving to
Mount Arlington in 2006. He received his
B.S. in Chemical Engineering from The
City College of New York and his Master's
degree in Chemical Engineering from New
York University. Bob was also a chemical
engineer for Lummus Co. in Bloomfield,
NJ, for 22 years before retiring in 1986. He
went on to a second career teaching
chemistry and physics at The WardlawHartridge School in Edison, NJ, for 14
years. He was a member of St. Therese
R.C. Church in Succasunna, an avid golfer
and an enthusiastic toy-train collector.
Bob is survived by his wife of 54 years,
Evelyn R. (nee Roughley); his sons,
Edward R. and his wife, Adriana, of
Ridgewood, NJ, and Robert M. and his
wife, Karen, of Flanders, NJ; his sister-inlaw, MaryAnn Roughley of Mount
Arlington; and his three precious
grandchildren, Shane, Courtney and
Maximilian.

LISE KENWORTHY ’63
Lise Kenworthy died January 11, 2013.
She grew up in Colonia and her childhood
memories centered on Colonia, summers
at Camp Millbrook in Maine and a
European trip with her maternal
grandmother. She was an AFS exchange
student to France, where she became
fluent in the language and acquired a
deep love for the culture. She was a very
proud alumna of The Hartridge School
(Class of 1963) and Wellesley College
(Class of 1967), where she made
numerous lifelong friends. Following
Wellesley, she earned a Master of Arts in
Teaching at Yale University.
She taught high school history in
Bridgeport, CT and Winchester, MA,
before enrolling in the Suffolk University
Law School in Boston. After receiving her
JD degree in 1976, she came to Seattle to
clerk for Judge William Beeks of the U. S.
District Court for two years. Judge Beeks
handled only Admiralty Law disputes, and
Lise, somewhat to her surprise, became a
maritime lawyer.
Soon after her arrival in Seattle, Lise
joined Pilgrim Congregational Church
(now All Pilgrims Christian Church) on
Capitol Hill, and remained a very active
member until her death. She served in
many church offices, and in 2010 initiated
a weekly supper to welcome and feed
some of Seattle’s homeless, lonely, and
working poor.
In 1987, she married Tom Dyer and they
had 25 years of very happy marriage. A
friend noted that Lise lived many more
years than indicated by her mere 68 years
on this planet. She was a free spirit, an
independent woman, an enthusiast, a
creative thinker, and a passionate
advocate.
Lise is survived by her husband, Tom
Dyer, of Seattle; her brother Jamie, and
his wife Pat, of Anchorage; and her
grandson, Ben Dyer, of San Francisco.
RICHARD LANG
Dr. Richard William Lang, 90, died
peacefully surrounded by his loving family
on Jan. 15, 2013, in Lakewood, NJ.
Dr. Lang was born in Plainfield, NJ, and
lived there for 55 years. He had a summer
home in Bay Head, NJ, before moving
permanently to Mantoloking, NJ, in 1977
and then to Point Pleasant, NJ, in 1998. A
graduate of Plainfield High School, he
attended Rutgers University and New York
University Medical School. He interned at
Bellevue Hospital in New York City and
completed his residency at Long Island

College Hospital. Dr. Lang initially
practiced at Muhlenberg Hospital as a
general practitioner before specializing in
obstetrics and gynecology at his office at
19 Holly Street in Cranford, NJ. Dr. Lang
delivered over 6,000 babies and was a
member of the American College of
Obstetricians and Gynecologists. He was
awarded the Golden Merit Award by the
Medical Society of New Jersey for “Fifty
Years of Distinguished Service as a
Practicing Physician” in 1997.
He is survived by his wife of 63 years,
Lois Ann Lippincott (Hartridge Class of
1944); his sister, Marion Elizabeth Lang of
Freehold, NJ; his son, Richard William
Lang, Jr., and his wife, Barbara Betner
Lang of Scotch Plains, NJ; his daughter,
Suzanne Lippincott Lang (Hartridge Class
of 1972) of Ithaca, NY, and his two
grandchildren, Richard William Lang III, LT
U.S. Navy, of Lemoore, CA, and Morgan
Betner Lang of Virginia Beach, VA.

Barbara Charlton – Parent of Alumni
Anna Burnett Hibshman – Faculty Member
Robert Kastl - Faculty Member
Richard Lang – Parent of Alumni
Alex McDougall – Faculty Member
Theodora Napolitano – School Nurse
Niels Nevad – Former Student
Jane Cole Scott - Former Student
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NIELS NEVAD
Niels D. Nevad, 64, recently of Cocoa,
Florida, died Monday, December 17, 2012.
Born in Plainfield, New Jersey, Mr.

JANE COLE SCOTT
The family of Jane Cole Scott laments
her sudden passing on Thursday, October
11, 2012, ten days short of her 83rd
birthday. Born in Baltimore, she grew up
in Plainfield, NJ, attended The Hartridge
School, Dobbs School, and graduated
from Wells College, Aurora, NY.
In 1952, she married Peter D. Bunzel,
and is survived by three sons from that
marriage: Robert H. Bunzel from Piedmont,
CA, Jeffrey H. Bunzel from New York City,
and John D. Bunzel from Los Angeles. A
fourth son, Cole Bunzel, pre-deceased her
in 1978.
Jane and Peter divorced and in 1981
she married Robert Scott, who died in
2006. Other survivors include eight
grandchildren, one great-grandchild, and
three step-children: Ward, Jeff and
Margot Scott. Among Jane’s favorite
places was Martha’s Vineyard, where she
spent numerous summers with children
and grandchildren, enjoying the sand and
sea.
A memorial service was held on
Sunday, October 21, 2012 at The Parish of
St. Matthew in Pacific Palisades, followed
by a reception.

and

THEODORA NAPOLITANO
Theodora “Teddy” Napolitano, age 87,
formerly of Berkeley Heights, died
Wednesday, November 21, 2012 at the
Holly Manor Center in Mendham, NJ.
Theodora was a registered nurse,
working first at Runnells Hospital in
Berkeley Heights and then for over 25
years as a school nurse for The WardlawHartridge School in Edison NJ. She also
worked simultaneously as a camp nurse
for Camp Riverbend in Warren, NJ for 30
years. Theodora was a communicant of
the Church of The Little Flower in Berkeley
Heights. She was a devoted wife, mother,
and grandmother. Teddy was also an avid
traveler, and delighted in baking her
Easter bread and hundreds of Christmas
cookies for her family and friends. Her
many recipes will live on for future
generations.
She was predeceased by her husband,
Francis George Napolitano, and is
survived by her sons, Wayne Napolitano
’70 and his wife, Peg of Branchburg NJ;
and Richard and his wife, Debbie of
Richmond VA.
In lieu of flowers, donations can be
made in Mrs. Napolitano’s memory to The
Wardlaw-Hartridge School Endowment,
c/o The Development Office and sent to
the Wardlaw-Hartridge School, 1295
Inman Avenue, Edison, New Jersey 08820.
Attention: Development Office.

Nevad is a member of the Jupiter High
School Class of 1965, Jupiter, Florida, and
earned his Bachelor’s degree in Education
from University of Central Florida, Orlando,
Florida. He also attended Wardlaw
Country Day School in Plainfield prior to
moving to Florida.
His professional career included
teaching and coaching at Bishop Moore
High School, Apopka High School, Lake
Worth High School and Merritt Island High
School in Florida, Welch High School in
Oklahoma and Amarillo Independent
School District in Texas. In addition to
education, Niels served as a
pharmaceutical sales representative in
Texas for ten years.
Among Niels’ survivors are his wife of
44 years, Susan Neef Nevad of Cocoa,
Florida, a daughter, Trace Ann Taylor and
her husband, Nick, of Lindsborg, KS, a
son, David Niels Nevad and Carri, his wife,
of Rockledge, Florida.

Oak

ALEXANDER McDOUGALL
Alexander
McDougall, a
longtime faculty
member at The
Wardlaw-Hartridge
School, died
December 26, 2012
of heart disease.
He was born May
30, 1937 in
Airdrie, Scotland. He attended the local
Academy and went on to Edinburgh
University before he attended the Scottish
Congregational College, where he
received several prizes and honors. In
1960 he received a grant to study the
problems of the inner-city church from
Oberlin College in Ohio. During that year
he was an assistant pastor at the Denison
Avenue Congregational Church in
Cleveland, and he did radio broadcasts.
He was married to Mary Wishard
McDougall, who had also attended
Edinburgh University, in 1961, and they
returned to Scotland. Mr. McDougall was
ordained to the ministry of Word and
Sacrament in Musselburgh
Congregational Church, the oldest
Congregational church in Scotland, and
he served there until 1968 when the family
returned to New Jersey.
Alex taught at W-H, was Dean of
Students, and directed the drama program
with Jacques LeGrand. He was especially
proud that so many of his students now
work in the theater as actors, directors,
technicians, designers, and contract
attorneys. While working at W-H, he also
did supply preaching in local Presbyterian
churches. During the summer vacation, he
worked with the American Institute for

Foreign Study and took several groups of
students to England to further their drama
interests.
In 1984 he left W-H and returned to
the pastoral ministry, serving churches on
the east coast. He ultimately was called to
Dublin, Ohio to work with a new church
development project. After this church
and its new building were complete, Alex
became a full-time interim pastor, and he
served several churches in central Ohio,
where he was much appreciated for his
fine preaching and wonderful reading of
the Scriptures.
Alex is survived by his wife, Mary,
the former W-H librarian; his son, Martin
’82; his daughter, Ruth Collins ’84; and five
grandchildren. Mary McDougall is living in
Massachusetts near Ruth’s family at 74
Blueberry Lane, S. Hamilton, MA 01982.
Alex’s memorial service in Columbus,
Ohio was very well attended by
colleagues and former
parishioners. Martin took his father’s
ashes back to Britain when he returned to
his home in London.
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Students Enjoy Week in Paris
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By Gayle Fredericks
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Sixteen Upper School students left for
Paris on March 18, fashionably dressed,
anticipating a week-long discovery of the
City of Light. Gayle Fredericks, her
fiancé Peter Hoggan, and Jim and Sue
Howard shepherded our students
through Paris’s labyrinth of subway lines
in order to get the most out of seven
days in the city.
They were based in the 13th
arrondissement, which is largely
residential and devoid of tourists but full
of charming restaurants and shops.
Those who are taking French with Mme.
Fredericks were able to help others order
food and communicate with the hotel
staff, while the entire group visited not
only the main monuments of the city
but some lesser-known attractions.
In one week, the group visited the
Eiffel Tower, the Louvre, the Musée
d’Orsay, Notre Dame Cathedral, the Arc
de Triomphe, Champs-Elysées, the
Catacombs, Napoleon’s Tomb,
Montmartre and Sacred Heart
Cathedral, the St. Ouen flea markets, a
shopping mall, Bon Marché Department
Store, the Luxumbourg Gardens,
Versailles, Ile St. Louis and the famous
Bertholdi ice cream store and Serge
Gainsbourg’s house in St. Germain. The
students took many rides in the metro
and walked around to discover the
sights, smells and sounds of the city.
Mme. Fredericks took the group on a
surprise outing–a cruise up the Seine
and through the Canal St. Martin, under

city streets and through several locks.
Students dined together on two
occasions, but for other meals they ate in
small groups, using their French to order
food and ask questions. No one starved,
of course, and most arrived home
longing for more French cooking. The
more adventuresome diners tried new
foods, such as pig cheeks, snails and
duck liver pâté.
“The French trip was really fun and
academically beneficial,” Caroline
McNamara ’14 said. “I got to speak with
many French citizens and they were
impressed with my knowledge of the
language. I think they were surprised by
how interested our group of students
was in learning about France and the
language itself. It was a trip that I will
remember for the rest of my life.”

At times the group was exhausted and
cold, but they soldiered on, knowing
that this was a unique opportunity to see
some of the most significant sites Europe
has to offer. Mme. Fredericks was their
city guide, explaining the origins and
background of Paris’s principal
monuments, while Mrs. Howard
provided the group with a “top-ten” tour
of the Louvre.
“This trip was truly a great cultural
experience,” Lorianna Carlucci ’13 said.
“I loved sampling amazing French
cuisine and walking along the ChampsElysées. It was amazing to experience,
first-hand, the language that I’ve been
studying for so many years.”
“It was a learning experience that I
will never forget and will talk about for
years to come,” Dan Young ’13 said.

Special Events
June 13

Senior Farewell Dinner

June 14

Senior College Sweatshirt Photo

June 14

130th Upper School Commencement

June 21

Alumni Summer Kickoff Party
131st Convocation Day –

September 9

First Day of School
Lower School Back to School Night

September 19

Middle School Back to School Night

September 24

Upper School Back to School Night

October 15-18

Wardlaw-Hartridge Spirit Week

October 19

Fall Fair and Homecoming Day

October 19

Alumni Soccer Game

October 19

Alumni Awards Ceremony & Reception

October 31

Lower School Halloween Parade

November 14-16 Fall Play
December 12

Middle School Winter Concert

December 18

Pre-K/JK Winter Concert

December 20

Lower School Winter Concert

Some dates are tentative. For event starting times and
more information, please call the school at 908-754-1882
or visit www.whschool.org.

Milestone Reunion Year? If your graduation
year ends in 3 or 8, this is a special reunion year for
your class. If you are interested in planning a milestone
reunion event, contact Rudy Brandl ’83, Director of
Alumni Relations, at rbrandl@whschool.org.
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The Wardlaw-Hartridge School
1295 Inman Avenue
Edison, New Jersey 08820
(908) 754-1882
www.whschool.org

Scan this QR
code with your
smartphone to
donate online.
SCAN IT

SAVE THE DATE!

Fall Fair & Homecoming Day
Saturday, October 19, 2013
Be sure to join us to reconnect with
old friends and classmates.
Activities include the Alumni Soccer
Game at 1:30 p.m., the Alumni Awards
Ceremony and Reception at 4 p.m.
and class reunion dinners
in the evening.
For more information, contact
Rudy Brandl ’83, Director of Alumni
Relations, at rbrandl@whschool.org or
908-754-1882, Ext. 106.
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