
Harvey Mudd College, Claremont, CA 
 
Harvey Mudd is located 30 miles east of downtown Los Angeles in Claremont, 
California, a town well known for its tree-lined streets, historic buildings, and college 
campuses.  The college was chartered in December 1955, and then two years later, 
opened its doors. The founders' vision was “to attract the nation's brightest students 
and offer them a rigorous scientific and technological education coupled with a strong 
curricular emphasis in the humanities and social sciences,” according to their website.   
In 1963, the college initiated the Clinic Program, focusing primarily on projects in the 
fields of engineering, computer science, physics, and math.  In the Clinic Program, 
teams of students work for a year on a project suggested by a company.  They are 
expected to make regular reports to the company and to deliver a product at the end of 
the year.  The Clinic Program offers students a first-hand look at a particular industry 
and allows the sponsoring company to hire an inexpensive Clinic team of four 
students, whom they often recruit after graduation. 
 
Harvey Mudd is one of a consortium of Claremont Colleges, seven affiliated 
institutions that also includes Scripps College, Claremont McKenna College, Pomona 
College, Pitzer College and Keck Graduate Institute of Applied Life Sciences and 
Claremont Graduate University.  Each college serves its own distinctive purposes, 
determines its own policies and requirements, possesses legal autonomy and has an 
independent board of trustees and faculty.  The seven institutions in the group 
cooperate in their academic programs and in the use of certain common facilities.  The 
undergraduate colleges open their classes, without tuition charge, to students at the 
other undergraduate institutions.  Also, selected courses at Claremont Graduate 
University are open to undergraduate students. 
 
Harvey Mudd College is arguably considered to be the nation's top liberal arts college of 
engineering, science and mathematics.  Its mission is to educate scientists, engineers, and 
mathematicians to be well-versed in the social sciences and humanities so that they better 
understand the impact of their work on society.  The college offers four-year degrees in 
chemistry, mathematics, physics, computer science, biology, and engineering, as well as 
interdisciplinary degrees in mathematical biology, and a joint major in either computer 
science and mathematics or biology and chemistry.  Students may also elect to complete 
an Independent Program of Study (IPS) made up of courses of their own choosing.  
Finally, one may choose an off-campus major offered by any of the other Claremont 



Colleges, provided one also completes a minor in one of the technical fields that Harvey 
Mudd offers as a major. 
 
A very small college, Harvey Mudd has approximately 700 students matriculating on its 
campus.  Applications for the class of 2014 totaled 2,718, of which 637 were admitted 
and 197 enrolled.  Eighty-nine percent of its applicants ranked in the top 10 percent of 
their high school classes (of those high schools that provided rank information).  Twenty-
nine percent of the students in the entering class were valedictorian or salutatorian of 
their graduating high school class.  The middle fifty percent of the class received the 
following SAT scores: Critical Reading: 670-760; Writing: 668-760; Math: 740-800; and 
Math 2 Subject: 750-800.  Thirty percent of Harvey Mudd students are National Merit 
Scholars. 
 
The average cost of attendance for the 2010-2011 academic year is $55,288, with over 
80% of students receiving some form of financial aid from the college. Typically at 
least 30 percent of incoming freshmen receive one of HMC’s merit awards.  Graduates of 
Harvey Mudd College earn the highest salaries among graduates of any college in the 
United States, according to "Top US Colleges - Graduate Salary Statistics," found at 
http://www.payscale.com/best-colleges/top-us-colleges-graduate-salary-statistics.asp. 

Notable Harvey Mudd College alumni include CEO of MEMC Electronic Materials, Inc. 
Nabeel Gareeb (the sixth highest paid CEO in 2007 with a salary of $79.6 million); 
Producer of the James Bond series of films Michael Wilson, ’63; Astronauts George 
"Pinky" Nelson, ’72  and Stan Love, ’87; Diplomat Richard H. Jones, ’72; Creator of 
Flash software Jonathan Gay, ‘89, Creator of the Audacity sound editing program, 
Dominic Mazzoni, ’99; and Professional Poker Player Joe Pelts, ‘00. 
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