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Located in the southeastern part of Maine, 35 
miles north of Portland, 140 miles north of Boston 
and 340 miles north of New York City, Bates is a 

small liberal arts college, considered to be “most competitive,” as listed in Barron’s 
Profiles of American Colleges.  Bates was founded by abolitionists in 1855 as the first 
coeducational college in New England. The campus is situated on more than 109 acres in 
a residential neighborhood, with an additional 654 acres, including the Bates-Morse 
Mountain Conservation Area, on the coastline. 
 
Bates seeks promising individuals from diverse educational, ethnic, socioeconomic, 
cultural and geographic backgrounds. "Motivation, imagination, initiative, strong 
personality and character," traits cited decades ago by former Dean of Admission Milt 
Lindholm '35, still describe the ideal Bates student. 
 
The College typically receives more than 4,500 applications each year for 500 places in 
the first-year class. Every applicant’s credentials, grades, essays, recommendations, 
interview reports and SATs (optional for admission), are reviewed at least three times by 
their Admission staff. Applicants typically have SAT scores in the 620-700 ranges for 
Critical Reading and 640-710 for Math, but SAT scores have been optional since 1984. 
Other colleges that students applying to Bates also apply to are often Bowdoin, Colby, 
Brown, Connecticut College, Middlebury and Williams. 
 
 

The Bates Multicultural Center hosts lectures, films, exhibits, 
and other events focusing on issues of multiculturalism. It houses 
offices for student organizations concerned with these issues, 
including Amandla! (Bates' African American organization), the 
Gay-Lesbian-Bisexual Alliance, the International Club, Bates 
Hillel, Sangai Asia, Solidaridad Latina, and the Women's Action 
Coalition. The building also houses the Office of the Director of 
Multicultural Affairs. 

 

The class of 2014 is comprised of 437 freshmen and 44 transfers, for a total student body 
of 1,725. The college consists of a 54% female and 46% male population and 18.4% 
multicultural students. The faculty-student ratio is 10:1, with all professors holding 
doctorate or terminal degrees. The top ten graduate programs attended, in alphabetical 
order, are Boston College, Boston University, Columbia University, Harvard University, 
New York University, Tufts University, University of Connecticut, University of 
Massachusetts-Amherst, University of Pennsylvania and Yale University. 
 



Bates charges a single comprehensive fee which includes tuition, room, board and fees. 
The 2010-2011 total fee for attending Bates is $53,300. Costs for books, personal 
expenses and transportation are added to a student’s budget for the purpose of calculating 
financial need and awarding aid. Approximately 40 percent of enrolled students receive 
grant assistance from the College; the average grant among students receiving assistance 
in fall 2010 is $33,059 and the average financial aid package (grant, loan and work) is 
$36,067. All financial aid at Bates is awarded on the basis of demonstrated financial 
need. 
 

  

The Benjamin Mays Center is part of the Residential 
Village. The Mays Center is used for many purposes, 
including lectures, movies, theatrical productions, buffets, 
dances, weekday lunch service, and quiet study time. The 
Mays Center is named for Bates alumnus Benjamin Mays 
'20, a civil rights leader, mentor of Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr., and former president of Morehouse College. 

 
The colleges strongest programs, according to the 2011 Fiske Guide to Colleges, include 
Biology, Economics, History, Political Science and Psychology. Bates has a 4-4-1 
academic calendar, allowing students to focus on one class for five weeks in the spring. 
Students must take at least two classes in this manner, reducing stress and making even 
the most challenging class manageable.  Many of these classes are experiential in nature 
and permit students the physical connection to their research. Almost every student 
culminates his/her four years at Bates with a thesis. In Barron’s Guide to the Most 
Competitive Colleges, Stephanie Howson, ’09, a Religion and Women and Gender 
Studies major, remarks that “I really appreciate that Bates requires a thesis because it 
offers me the opportunity to pick a topic that I am passionate about and delve deeply into 
that subject. It is a chance for me to take control of the educational experience and 
produce something original.” 
 
 
Chase Hall, the Bates student center, houses the post office, 
the College store, an information desk, the Den (the campus 
snack bar), meeting rooms, the Housing Office, the Office of 
the Coordinator of Student Activities, the offices of several 
student organizations, and the Memorial Commons, the 
college's dining hall. 
 
 
 
Prominent alumni include Benjamin Mays, ’20, Spiritual Mentor to Martin Luther King, 
Jr.; Edmund Muskie, ’36, U.S. Senator, Secretary of State and author of Clean Air and 
Clean Water Acts; Bryant Gumbel, ’70, Television News Personality; Valerie Smith, ’75, 
Princeton Professor of Literature; and Stacy Kabat, ’85, Documentary Filmmaker. 
 
 


