
Reed College – Portland, Oregon 
Reed is a college interested in students who are “passionate about learning, excited by 
ideas, oriented toward independent thought, and eager to enter an intellectual community 
that emphasizes student-faculty collaboration. Though admission decisions are based on 
many factors, academic accomplishments are given the greatest weight in the selection 
process,” it states on their website.  
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The Admission page continues to say, “Reed recognizes that qualities of character -- in 
particular, motivation, intellectual curiosity, individual responsibility, and social 
consciousness -- are important considerations in the selection process, in addition to a 
demonstrated commitment to academic excellence. The college is committed to 
maintaining a student body distinguished by its intellectual passion, yet diverse in its 
range of backgrounds, interests, and talents.” 
 
The 1,350 students who come together on Reed’s 100-acre campus share a passion for 
learning in a scholarly environment. Barron’s Guide to the Most Competitive Colleges 
lets us know that this atmosphere is as known for its “intense intellectual rigor as it is for 
its out-of-the-box, open-minded and liberal students…Reed values the classical model of 
a liberal arts education, based on a requirement structure meant to ensure both breadth 
and depth in each student’s program of study.” This is a college committed to the 
intrinsic view of education…learning for learning’s sake. President Colin S. Diver 
believes that “in order to cultivate a love of knowledge, students should be constantly 
engaged in exploration and discovery. Students must occupy the center of the educational 
process and play an important role in shaping, and even leading, the discussion of 
assigned readings in class.” 
 
According to Reed’s website, the most recent available statistics show that 3485 students 
applied for 330 openings in the freshman class. The waitlist consisted of 660 students 
from which 25 were admitted. The average GPA for the class of 2014 is 3.9 with the mid-
50% of SAT scores ranging from 660-760 in Critical Reading, 630-710 in Math and 650-
740 in Writing. To learn more about Reed, visit www.reed.edu. 
 
Amanda Mosner ’09 is a freshman at Reed this year. Steve Jobs, co-founder and CEO of 
Apple, Inc., attended Reed. Richard Danzig, 71st Secretary of Navy under President Bill 
Clinton and presently a consultant to the Department of Defense, was a graduate. 
Additionally, Peter Norton ’65, founder of Norton Computer Software Company, and 
Janet Fitch ’78, novelist and author of White Oleander, are also graduates. 


