
OBERLIN COLLEGE, OBERLIN, OH    
              Wilder Bowl    

Founded in 1833, Oberlin is an independent, liberal arts college that has been a forerunner in the 
admission of the underrepresented population since its beginnings.  It was the first institution of 
higher education in America to adopt a policy to admit students of color in 1835 and the first 
college to award bachelor's degrees to women (1841) in a coeducational program.  Other firsts 
for the college include the fact that students helped to design the largest “photovoltaic array” (a 
system of solar panels converting solar energy into direct current electricity) in Ohio and the first 
entirely solar-powered academic building at any U.S. college or university. 

  
      Science Center 

 
The Oberlin College campus is located on 440 acres in Oberlin, Ohio, 35 miles southwest of 
Cleveland.  The small town atmosphere attracts many students who are introduced to the 
college’s idea of service and learning.  As stated in Barron’s Guide to the Most Competitive 
Colleges, “the college’s addition of academically based community service course to the 
curriculum encourages students to take what they have learned in the classroom and apply it to 
real-world service situations.  Students in these classes work with local community partners to 
strengthen the programs that are vital to Oberlin’s diverse population.”  According to the 
school’s website, Oberlin College today, “reflects its early dedication to high intellectual 
standards, liberal education, excellence in teaching and social and moral commitment.” 
Oberlin enrolls 2,800 students, 2,200 of whom are in the College of Arts and Sciences and 600 in 
the Conservatory of Music.  Students can receive a Bachelor of Arts degree, a combined 
Bachelor of Arts and Music or a degree from their Graduate Teacher Education Program.  
Eighty-five percent of its students hail from out-of-state and 7% from abroad. 
 
The best source for what a particular college is looking for in its incoming freshman class is the 
admission office staff.  They have said the following about what this is: “Oberlin is a highly 
selective liberal arts college, and we admit about a third of our applicants each year. When 
making our admissions decisions, we draw upon a holistic review process. The holistic review 
allows us to get a sense of not only the applicant's academic qualifications, but also of what the 

Oberlin's Science Center features a 64-bit 
supercomputer, the first installed at any four-year, 
liberal arts college in the nation.  



applicant is like as a person, and what they will contribute to the Oberlin community. We seek an 
incoming class that represents a variety of talents, viewpoints, and achievements, and we employ 
a rigorous review process to ensure that each application receives careful consideration.” 
 
They further assert that, “When evaluating your academic qualifications, we will spend the most 
time with your high school transcript, looking at the classes you have taken, the grades you 
received, and the overall rigor of your course selection. We don't have any minimum 
requirements for admission, but we expect to see a high school record demonstrating proficiency 
equivalent to four years of English, four years of mathematics, three years of the same foreign 
language, three years of laboratory sciences, and three years of social studies. We require you to 
submit standardized test scores to assist us in our evaluation of your academic abilities, but we 
believe your classroom performance is a greater indicator of your likelihood of success in the 
academic environment at Oberlin.” 
 
Students applying to Oberlin’s College of Arts and Sciences or Conservatory of Music must 
submit standardized test scores, most often realized to be in the 630-730 range on each test of the 
SAT and a composite score on the ACT between 27 and 32.  Two Subject Tests are 
recommended but not required.  In addition, the Conservatory requires its applicants to audition 
in their principal medium, unless applying for admission as a composition or electronic and 
computer music major, in which case students submit their original compositions.  The 
application deadline for the Conservatory is 11/1 for Early Review and 12/1 for Regular Review. 

         

 
       Conservatory of Music 

 
Tuition and fees run approximately $50,484 per year, including room and board; however, 
financial aid is awarded to approximately two thirds of its student body, with an average annual 
award of $31,500, including grants, loans, and work-study.  Both the FAFSA and CSS PROFILE 
are required to be considered for financial aid, with a priority deadline of 1/15 and a closing date 
of 2/1.  Approximately 13% of the undergraduate students receive merit scholarships averaging 
$10,409. 

U.S. News & World Report recognized Oberlin faculty for their commitment to undergraduate 
teaching in “Best Colleges 2010” guide; Oberlin ranked third in the nation. The student-to-
faculty ratio is 11:1 (Arts and Sciences), 8:1 (Conservatory of Music), with 68% of classes 
having fewer than 20 students.  According to the 2009 Fiske Guide to Colleges, Oberlin’s 
strongest programs include Biology, Chemistry, Creative Writing, East Asian Studies, 
Environmental Studies, Music, Neuroscience and Politics.  Students applying to Oberlin often 
also apply to Wesleyan, Vassar, Brown, Yale, Reed and Macalaster. 

The oldest continuously operating 
Conservatory of Music in the United States, 
founded in 1865.  Resources include five 
concert halls, a music library, 150 practice 
rooms, and 207 Steinway pianos 



Three of Oberlin’s graduates have been recipients of a Nobel Prize; and seven have been 
awarded MacArthur "genius" Fellowships.  Prominent alumni include Robert Millikan, 1891, 
Nobel Laureate (Physics, 1923) for measuring the charge of the electron; Thornton Wilder, 
(attended), Novelist The Bridge of San Luis Rey, Playwright Our Town; George Walker, ‘41, 
Composer and Pulitzer Prize Winner for Music 1996; Donald J. Sobol, ‘48, author of 
Encyclopedia Brown series; James Burrows, ’62, Television Director of Cheers and Will and 
Grace, among others; William Schulz, ’71, Former Executive Director of Amnesty International 
USA; Billy Cohn, ’82, Heart Surgeon and Inventor of the Cohn Cardiac Stabilizer; and Ed 
Helms, ‘96, Actor (The Office, The Hangover), Comedian, Correspondent on The Daily Show. 

To learn more about Oberlin, visit their website at http://new.oberlin.edu/.   

 

 
Allen Memorial Art Museum, 

one of the top five college art museums in the nation 
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