
KENYON COLLEGE, GAMBIER, OHIO 
 

 Old Kenyon, the college’s oldest building and reported to 
be the first collegiate Gothic building in the U.S., is on the National Register of Historic Places 
 
With a little more than 1,600 students, Kenyon is located 50 miles from Columbus and offers one 
of the strongest liberal arts programs available anywhere.  It is the oldest private college in Ohio, 
“where tradition and innovation constantly renegotiate their boundaries,” according to Barron’s 
Guide to the Most Competitive Colleges.  The 1,000-acre self-contained campus, is comprised of 
buildings such as the Brown Family Environmental Center, including a butterfly garden and 
sprawling perennial gardens, as well as a modern Athletic Center, housing a basketball and/or 
volleyball arena, a 22-lane pool, 200-meter track, four racquetball courts and a 120-seat theatre, 
that opened in 2006. 
 
Kenyon is well known for its English, History, Political Science, Biology, International Studies 
and Economics, as well as its small but distinguished drama program.  Almost 30% of its 
students major in English and for good reason; Kenyon is known as the birthplace of modern 
literary criticism.  John Crowe Ransom, ’40, and father of the movement is considered a 
prominent contributor to modern literature, along with Robert Lowell, ’40, E.L. Doctorow, ’40 
and others of that era.  The Kenyon Review, one of the nation’s foremost literary journals, offers 
coveted positions and hires only to Kenyon students seeking a career in writing. 
 
Students are “well-rounded, passionate and eager to learn,” according to a student.  The 
admission office looks for “indications of intellectual curiosity and passion for learning…and 
seeks students who have a range of talents and interests.”  One administrator explains that, 
“Academic life at Kenyon is rooted in three strong tenets: that students thrive when they can 
work closely with their professors; that they can best explore their own potential when they have 
enough flexibility to experiment; and that they learn most productively in an atmosphere of 
cooperation.”   
 
The Admission Office states that, “The high school transcript, recommendations, the personal 
statement and answers on the supplement are of primary importance in reviewing preparedness 
and fit.  Standardized tests are of secondary importance.”  The most recent statistics from the 
Class of 2013, show that nearly half of all enrolled freshmen applied to Kenyon through Early 
Decision.  The middle 50% of this class had SAT Critical Reading scores of 630-720, Math 
scores were 600-680, and Writing scores were 620-730.  The ACT mid-50% scores ranged from 
28-32.  56% of the students who enrolled ranked in the top 10% of their high school graduating 
class.  Students come from nearly all 50 states and 41 foreign countries, with under 16% of its 
students hailing from Ohio, and the largest percentage coming from the Mid-Atlantic States.  



47% of the students are male, 53 % are female and 18% of the class of 2013 are students of 
color. 
 
This year, Kenyon’s top ten overlap schools included Bowdoin College, Brown University, 
Carleton College, Denison University, Hamilton College, Macalester College, Middlebury 
College, Oberlin College, Vassar College and Wesleyan University (CT). 
 
According to their website, the average annual cost for a student attending Kenyon in 2009-10 is 
approximately $48,240. This includes tuition ($39,810), room ($3,170) and board ($4,090), and 
student fees ($1,170). Since all Kenyon students live on campus, room and board are not optional 
expenses.  For those students who qualify for need-based aid and who file both the CSS Profile 
and FAFSA on time, Kenyon will meet 100 percent of demonstrated financial need.  Kenyon 
offers a limited number of merit scholarships that are not based on need. Merit-based financial 
aid is administered by the admissions office and is awarded independently of the need-based 
financial aid process.  Kenyon also sponsors National Merit Scholarship finalists, who may be 
considered along with other top applicants for Kenyon's academic scholarships. 
 
Well known alumni include Rutherford B. Hayes, 1842, 19th President of the United States; Carl 
Djerassi, 1943, inventor of the birth control pill; Paul Newman, 1949, Oscar-winning actor and 
philanthropist; E.L. Doctorow, 1952, much lauded novelist of Ragtime, among others; Jim 
Borgman, 1976, Pulitzer Prize-winning editorial cartoonist and comic strip artist of Zits; Allison 
Janney, 1982, Emmy Award-winning actress; Jeff Bell, 1984, Corporate VP of Global 
marketing, Microsoft, Inc.; and Laura Hillenbrand, 1989, author of Seabiscuit, later made into a 
major motion picture.  


