
DAVIDSON COLLEGE, Davidson, NC 
 

 Chambers Building, the primary classroom, houses most of the classrooms for non- 
        arts and non-science majors.  
 
Situated on a 450-acre arboretum in a picturesque town of 9,100 residents, Davidson is located 
on Lake Norman, near Charlotte.  The small private college is a strong liberal arts school with 
the highest degree of selectivity and scholarship.  According to Barron’s Guide to the Most 
Competitive Colleges, Davidson “enrolls students with academic promise, strength of character, 
dedication to service, and an open-minded diversity of interests.”  Their honor code is a 
cornerstone for all aspects of life at Davidson; every entering freshman agrees to abide by the 
code, and all submitted work is signed with the word “pledged.” 
 
The academic climate is rigorous and professors expect a great deal from their students, but they 
are also very willing to provide guidance and support.  The 2009 Fiske Guide to Colleges reports 
that, “professors are highly lauded for being friendly and accessible.  With no graduate students 
around, opportunities to work with faculty members on research projects abound.”  Students are 
allowed to develop and design their own majors.  Some of Davidson’s strongest programs 
include Biological Sciences, Chemistry, English, History, International Relations, Political 
Science, Psychology and Theatre. 
 
Students who apply to Davidson tend to also make application to Duke, UNC at Chapel Hill, 
UVA, Vanderbilt, Wake Forest and Washington & Lee.  The college’s website states that the 
class of 2013 had 4,493 applicants of which 1,183 were accepted and 496 enrolled.  85% of the 
accepted students that reported rank were in the top 10% of their high school graduating class.  
The mid-50% of applicants had SAT Critical reading scores of 630-730, Math scores of 630-710 
and Writing scores of 640-720 and ACT Composite scores of 29-32. 
 
Davidson became the first national liberal arts college to replace loans with grants in financial 
aid packages. Davidson meets 100% of students' demonstrated financial need entirely with grants 
and student employment.  The college follows a need-blind admission policy, with 
approximately 40% of Davidson students receiving need-based aid and more than 50% receiving 
aid from some source.  The college offers merit-based scholarships to approximately 10% of 
each entering class, with awards ranging from $2000 to the full cost of attendance.  The fees for 
the 2009-2010 academic year are as follows: 

• Tuition and Student Activity Fee) $35,124 
• Room (double) $5,231 
• Meals (19 meal plan) $4,675 
• TOTAL: $45,030 

 



Woodrow Wilson attended Davidson College before moving to Princeton to finish his studies. 
Dean Rusk ‘31, the United States Secretary of State from 1961-1969, also attended school at 
Davidson. Other well known alumni include John M. Belk, ’43, former Mayor of Charlotte, N.C. 
and Chairman of the Board, Belk Stores Services, Inc.; Floyd J. Walters, Jr., ’62, retired 
Brigadier General, Chief of Staff, U.S. Army; syndicated talk radio host Tony Snow, ’77; Author 
Patricia Cornwell, ’79. 
 

Knoblock Campus Center  


