
 
Bryn Mawr College, Bryn Mawr, PA 
 

 The majestic stone 
buildings that anchor the campus were the first examples of a style of architecture that 
came to be known as Collegiate Gothic, and they served as templates for dozens of other 
campuses. 

 
Originally founded in 1885 with a commitment to Quaker values such as freedom of 
conscience, Bryn Mawr was the first women’s college to offer graduate education 
through the Ph.D.  The college's website states that it’s earliest “mission was to offer 
women rigorous intellectual training and the chance to do original research, a European-
style program that was then available only at a few elite institutions for men.  That was a 
formidable challenge, especially in light of the resistance of society at large, at the end of 
the 19th century, to the notion that women could be the intellectual peers of men.” 
 
Just a twenty minute train ride from downtown Philadelphia, Bryn Mawr is located on the 
“Main Line” among 135 acres of lush green hills and has a style of Gothic architecture 
similar to Oxford and Cambridge Universities.  The campus is comprised of many 
buildings that are listed in the National Register of Historic Places. For a virtual tour of 
the campus, go to http://www.brynmawr.edu/admissions/.  
 
According to Fiske’s 2009 Guide to Colleges, “Bryn Mawr has the most brainpower per 
capita of the elite women’s colleges,” with enrollment consisting of 1,287 women.  It is 
part of a college consortium consisting of Haverford, Swarthmore, and the University of 
Pennsylvania, and as such students can take classes at any of these schools.  Within the 
consortium, there are over 5,000 classes from which to choose.  One student has 
suggested that, “The courses are challenging, but in a rich and rewarding way.”  The 
college’s strongest programs include Archaeology, Art History, Classics, Foreign 
Languages, Mathematics and Physics. 

Students who apply to Bryn Mawr also tend to apply to Barnard College, Haverford 
College, Mount Holyoke College, Smith College, Swarthmore College and Wellesley 
College.  The middle 50 percent SAT verbal score is 630-740 and the middle 50 percent 
SAT math score is 590-680.  The school’s website states that Bryn Mawr ranks among 
the top ten liberal-arts colleges on the Wall Street Journal's list of feeder schools to the 
nation's top law, medical and business schools. 



One sophomore student believes that, “Students at Bryn Mawr are extremely self-
motivated, ambitious, intelligent and confident.”  The college’s website further defines a 
Bryn Mawr woman as a rare combination of personal characteristics:  

• An intense intellectual commitment  
• A purposeful vision of her life  
• A desire to make a meaningful contribution to the world 

 
Bryn Mawr’s tuition, room, board and fees this year are $50,034, with books being an 
additional $2,000.  They will, however, waive your $50 application fee if you apply using 
the Common Application.  62% of the students receive financial aid, totaling over $20 
million a year. 
 
Notable alumnae include Emily Green Balch, 1889, winner of the Nobel Peace Prize; 
Katherine Sergeant White, 1914, Co-Founder of the New Yorker magazine; Katharine 
Hepburn, 1927, the first woman to receive four Academy Awards; Drew Gilpin Faust, 
1968, the first woman president of Harvard College; Sari Horowitz, 1979, a two-time 
Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist for the Washington Post; Julie Beckman, 1995, who 
won the nationwide competition to design a memorial to the victims of the September 
11th terrorist attack at the Pentagon. 
 
For more information about single-sex women’s colleges, there is a good article entitled 
“Intro to Empowerment” from The Boston Globe Magazine found on Wellesley’s website 
at http://www.wellesley.edu/PublicAffairs/BorneGlobeMag.pdf.  


