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Assignment  

Please read the attached book chapter and use it to complete the following activities. Come to school in 

the fall prepared to share 1.) your research topic statement, 2.) your problem statement, and 3.) an 

annotated bibliography of 10 peer-reviewed sources related to your problem. 1 and 2 are clearly defined 

in the enclosed Merriam book chapter. We will reflect on these three products in writing and in discussion 

at the beginning of the coming academic year. Our discussions will shape the direction(s) your research 

will take. 

 

1.) Prepare your topic statement & problem statement 

• Read: Selecting a topic (Merriam, pp. 55-58) 

• Read: The research problem (Merriam, pp. 58-64) 

• Complete: Exhibit 4.3 (Merriam, p. 65) 

 

2.) Annotated bibliography 

• Read: Reviewing the literature (Merriam, pp. 71-76) 

• Use EBSCOhost to find and download 10 peer-reviewed sources 

• Annotations should include at least: 

i. Complete APA citation 

ii. Indicative annotation (3-5 sentences; instructions at UW-M site) 

iii. Informative annotation (3-5 sentences; instructions at UW-M site) 

iv. University of Wisconsin – Madison :: Annotated Bibliographies 

 

Purpose & Goals  

The purpose of this assignment is to help you reflect on your interests. We can only plan out a worthwhile 

project after you have reflected deeply and methodically about your topic. 

 

First, reflection is active. This means you are to use your responses to Exhibit 4.3 to examine 

real-world problems you would like to contribute towards alleviating. This endeavor is about 

honesty with yourself. What real-world problems truly surprise, perplex and/or disturb you?  

 

Second, reflection is persistent. You are encouraged to begin completing Exhibit 4.3, put the 

Merriam chapter down for a while, and then come back to it days later when you’re bored or 

trying to ignore a sibling.  

 

Lastly, reflection is careful thought. This means that you should look beyond the titles of articles, 

and between the lines of what you read for your bibliography. Look for the subtle (and not so 

subtle) assumptions researchers make about your problem. What aspect(s) of your problem are 

they all missing?  

https://writing.wisc.edu/handbook/assignments/annotatedbibliography/
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Database Options 
 

Wardlaw+Hartridge provides you with many professional methods for collecting cutting-edge research and primary 
sources. Of your many options, I’ve provided the most current login credentials to the most appropriate research 
databases for our work in Capstone. 
 

EBSCOhost  Pages 1-2 
ProQuest  Pages 3-4 

 
 
 
 

   
   
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  EBSCOhost Database Suggestions 
 

 
 
First – Use the credentials above to log in 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  Second – Select EBSCOhost Web 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Login URL http://search.epnet.com 
User ID whslinf 
Password infolink1! 
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Third – Select both Academic Search  
 Premier and OpenDissertations 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  Fourth – Narrow searches to Full Text 
      and Peer Reviewed sources 
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ProQuest Database Suggestions 
 

 
 
First – Use the credentials above to log in 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  Second – Select ProQuest 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Login URL 

On Campus:  
http://search.proquest.com 
 
Off Campus: 
http://www.proquestk12.com/myproducts 

User ID wardlaw 
Password rams 
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Third – Select Advanced Search 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 

Fourth – Select all of the following:  
Full Text 
Peer Reviewed 

    
             – Under “Source Type” select: 

Conference Papers 
Dissertations 
Government Reports 
Reports 
Scholarly Journals 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 


