
Meeting Minutes January 7th, 2015 
 
Attendees: 
Kevin Kornecki, Yesenia Montague, Nalini Parsram, Sarah Faust, Kerri 0’Neill, Lopa Shah, Maggie Granados, Bob 
Bowman, Bill Jenkins, Rudy Brandl, Andy Webster, Karl Miran, Evette Alexander, Jen Schildge, Diane Forrest, 
Tammy DAmore, Medha Rajamanur, Susan Berowitz, David Russell, Ralph Montague, Elizabeth Medley, Yunjiang 
Wang, Harleen Kaur, Swati Raj, Gurpreet Kaur, Veronica Dugeniu, Bon Phillips, Swati Shah, Bindu Dalal 
  
General Business: 
The meeting was called to order by WHPA president Kevin Kornecki.  Minutes were approved and seconded by Jen 
Schildge and Rudy Brandl.  Welcome comments by Kevin.  Treasurer’s report was distributed and approved by the 
board.  There is not a lot of activity on the treasure report, still waiting for a final invoice from holiday shop.  Net 
profit was about $1000.  We received a check of $300 from box tops. 
 
Comments from Guests: 
 
Andy Webster:  Happy New Year.  Hoping everyone has had a great vacation.  One of the great joys of holiday time 
for school is the Alumni visit.  School hosted a pizza party for the alumni and about 38 of them attended.  A young 
alumni panel shared their wisdom with the juniors and seniors who are engaged in college search and applications.  
They shared both, their experiences of how they went thru the process and what they learned from it and what they 
would advise people to focus on or to do differently as well as how they are prepared for college and what their 
college experience is like.  Alumni are also invited to the PA meeting to share the same and answer any questions 
that parents might have.  Andy also spoke about senior speeches and particularly a senior who quoted the 
Shawshank redemption, ‘the world went and got itself in a rush’.  He was counseling students to find time to step 
back.  Kids these days are so involved in their academic pursuits, sports pursuits and sometimes job and college 
searches and social life.  They are always in a rush to be somewhere else to look forward to the next thing.  He 
advised them to find time, slow down and find ways and activities that can allow you to be away from the rush and 
how valuable that is.  Enjoy what is already right in front of us and appreciate it.   He spoke about an article that 
point out how diversity makes us smarter and the benefits of diversities.  Social diversity enhances creativity and 
encourages searching for novel information and perspectives, leading to better decision making and problem 
solving.  Looking forward to international family fun night where we will enjoy our social diversity.   
 
Karl Miran:  Appreciates everyone helping Linda and the admissions team at the open house.  Students and coaches 
are dealing well with the start of the winter sports.  He also spoke about booster club organized winter games and 
encouraged everyone to come and cheer the teams. 
 
Linda Coleman:  Encouraged parents to spread the word about our school.  And if there is a group of parents who 
would want to create a smaller admission information session at home or in school, she will be happy to host 
engineer that activity.     
 
Lower School VP: Next for lower school is the PA organized Valentine day party.  Each Lower school class 
produces a piece of Art that is auctioned off at Gala and we are looking for parents who have any new art skill/idea 
for the piece to come forward.  Encouraged parents to volunteer at Lunch time to help little ones.  Lower school 
coffee and conversation on Jan 14th.  
 
Middle School: 8th grade has a museum trip on Jan 12th.  Middle school coffee and conversation on Jan 29th    
 
International Family Fun night:  Bindu and Jen spoke about the IFFN.  IFFN is looking for volunteers to donate 
food, provide help with setup, also need help with the arts and craft tables.  We will have international games in the 
Gym.  There will be ongoing international entertainment in the AP room with lots of cultural performances.  
Encouraged everyone to sign up for the event.  High school students are performing a fashion show for the first time 
and they require some cultural outfits.    
 
We are looking for receipes for the first WHPA’s cook book.  Jen Yates is putting the book together. 
 
Book Fair:  Kerry O’Neill spoke about the book fair going on at the same time of IFFN in the Oakwood room.   



A question rose:  What is the monetary value of having the book fair.   
 It is more of a service to school.  Encourages reading, kids are more likely to pick up a book if the 
classmate is doing so and at the same it raises around $1400 - $1500 dollars each year.   It’s more to promote 
reading. There are baskets for lower school teachers and students and parents can donate books to those baskets.   
 
Feb 24th Indie Film festival to be held at South Orange Performing arts center.  It is an amazing event.  Open to kids 
as young as 4th graders.  A great event for parents to attend even if their child is not participating.   The films these 
kids make are phenomenal.   
 
Spring Gala:  April 9th 2016.  The theme this year is a ‘Night on Broadway’, goes along with the imagine campaign.   
It’s a fun night of dancing, food and fund raising.  Hoping everyone will come this year and enjoy.  PA encourages 
everyone to get involved and think of items / money that they can donate.   
 
We are working on WHS logo wear and should be available shortly.  Please pass on any suggestions of items that 
you might want to like to see with a WHS logo. 
 
RAM shop is a uniform resale shop.  Each item is $5.  Makes about $2000 dollar a year.    
 
Pandora beads:  Three charms out currently, it’s becoming a popular item.  Let us know if you have any suggestions 
 
Today’s Hot topic:  Three Alumni to share their college experiences with us. 
 
Motion to Adjourn:  Jen and Nalini 
   
Next meeting, Thursday February 11th, 2016 


