
Minutes December 10th, 2015 Meeting 
 
Attendees: 
Kevin Kornecki, Yesenia Montague, Nalini Parsram, Rande Brown, Sarah Faust, Marie DeSantis, Youme Sajous, Alison 
Kronecki, Kerri 0’Neill, Lopa Shah, Maggie Granados, Bob Bowman, Bill Jenkins, Rudy Brandl, Andy Webster, Karl Miran, 
Dina Congregane, Dawn Francavilla, Shizuka Mori, Daxa Patel, Amanda Lin, Sophie Mackay, Reshma Kassam, Hena Lakha, 
Jyotsna Thapar, Liz Medley,  
 
General Business: 
The meeting was called to order by WHPA president Kevin Kornecki.  Minutes were approved and seconded by Rande Brown 
and Kerri O’Neill.  Welcome comments by Kevin.  Treasurer’s report was distributed and approved by the board.   
 
Comments from Guests: 
 
Andy Webster: December, a very busy time of the year.  Lots of events happening in school particularly the concerts that help us 
get into the holiday spirit despite the unrest around the world.  Middle school concert was truly superb and looking forward to the 
upper school concert.  He spoke about the performing arts center and the school making a strong push to possibly start work 
around June.  It will require a lot of hard work and support from the entire community to make it happen.  And as always he is 
looking towards PA for their ongoing support.  One more area where he is looking for parent’s support is the admissions office.  
He asked the parents if they can spread the word around about our school at their work place, church etc.  The best source of 
advertisement is the current families and to work to bring a family in person to Linda and Gerarld in the admissions in the office.  
We have an outstanding school and once the people are in the door we can show them the wonderful programs that are offered 
here.  Word of mouth is our best tool and hoping we can bring that in action. 
 
There was a request to have School flyers available for distribution to aid spreading the word about school. 
 
Bob Bowman:  Bob shared highlights of happenings in Upper school.  Upper School play ‘Witness for the Prosecution’ was 
outstanding.  Students did an amazing job.  Peer Leadership retreat was held, where the 12th graders and 9th graders spent couple 
of days together out in the woods.  It’s a great opportunity for finalizing the bonds between the students of these two grades. It’s 
an ongoing program where 9th graders really benefit a lot in having that bond with a senior.  We had a really successful blood 
drive.  8th grade visits took place.  A new initiative this year was to give current 8th graders 10th grade buddies, so when they do 
come to upper school they have someone who will be around for couple of more years.  This is in addition to their pier leader. 
They also got to see some staged half hour classes.  Juniors took a college trip to Muhlenburg College, a nice small school in 
Pennsylvania.   Couple of model UN trips took place, model UN is very successful.  About 30 students are participating in the 
empire model UN competition at NYU.  It’s a great experience.  A fully subscribed exchange trip to Spain is taking place.  
Winter sports started.  Tremendous response received for spring musical ‘Damn Yankees’ auditions.  Upper School concert and 
Art show happening tonight (December 10th).  An even to discuss college financial aid happened.  Four colleges are visiting us.  
They are here to talk about the admission process.  Early decisions will be coming in.   
 
Maggie Granados:  Highlights of Middle and Lower school.  Parent teacher conferences are taking place on Friday Dec 11th.  
Progress reports are available on line for review.  Teachers are really relishing the opportunity to sit and chat with parents about 
the progress thus far, the success thus far, the challenges, and the goal setting for the rest of the year.  It is a great opportunity for 
good communication and good sharing between parents and teachers.  Maggie also spoke about Capstone experiences in lower 
and middle school.  Fifth grade this year is exploring questions, concerns and ideas about Global Education.   In Middle school 
they recently gave Mission skills assessment.   It’s a 60 minute online assessment that assesses non cognitive skills.  Skills like 
collaboration and creativity, ethics, resilience, intrinsic motivation and time management.  Unlike a typical induvial report, we 
get a school wide report.  So over the next few years we can chart school’s performance.   
 
Sarah Faust is looking to see how these test results would tie into promoting the school and would differentiate us from public 
school.  Potential parents would like to see what the tuition would “buy” them.  Kevin suggested we email Linda and Gerald all 
these ideas of what parents are looking.   
 
Bill Jenkins:  Bill spoke about the launch of the Imaging campaign on 22nd November and that school is thankful for the 
tremendous PA support.  We still have a long way to go, but is looking for everyone’s support. 
 
Rudy Brandl:  Pictures of the imaging campaign are on the W-H website, can read more about the plan and get more information.  
Oak and Ivy magazine should be arriving in about 2 to 3 weeks.  An exciting event happening in the first week of January, on 
January 5th is a panel of young alumni are coming back to talk to our juniors and seniors about college life.  Topics like 
roommates, courses, making the adjustment from high school to college, time management etc.  Also floating the idea that couple 
of these panelists can come back and speak at the next PA meeting. 
 
Karl Miran: Spoke about winter games and urged everyone to support the booster club.   



 
Today’s special guests are Dina Congregane and Dawn Francavilla.  They spoke about sexual harassment in school. 
 
Nalini and Marie passed the Motion to Adjourn. 
   
Following the regular meeting, we had the PA executive meeting. 
 
Next meeting, Thursday January 7th, 2016. 


