
        Wardlaw-Hartridge “Fun”raising Gala  
  Frequently Asked Questions 

 
Q: What is the Gala? 

A: The Gala is an exciting evening of dinner, dancing, and auctions to benefit the  
Wardlaw-Hartridge School. The ticket price includes all cocktails, dinner, and dancing.  

In addition to raising funds to enhance the Wardlaw-Hartridge experience for all students, the evening is a 
wonderful opportunity to spend time with and enjoy the company of other Wardlaw-Hartridge parents and faculty. 

 Have fun meeting new people or catch-up with old friends!  
Tickets are $125.00 per person and faculty and staff are invited for free!  

 
Q: When? Where? What time is the Gala? 

A: The Gala is Saturday April 8, 2017 from 6:30 p.m. – 11:30 p.m. at The Ellora in Edison, NJ. 
 

Q: Who attends the Gala? 
A: Invitations will be mailed to all parents, alumni, staff, and friends of The Wardlaw-Hartridge School  - but all are welcome 

to attend. You are welcome to invite your family and friends. 
. 

Q: What do I wear to the Gala? 
A: Dress varies. This year’s theme is “Denim and Diamonds”.  

You can dress for the theme and come in your favorite designer jeans and jewels.  
For those who do not want to dress for the theme:  

Many women wear a dress that they would wear to a nice dinner.  
There are also women who wear lovely pant outfits as well as other traditional dress clothing from 

their native countries or gowns. Men usually wear a tie and jacket or a suit. Some men wear tuxedos. 
 

Q: What do you do at the Gala? 
A: The Gala starts with an hour or so of cocktails, hors d’oeuvres, and conversation. We then 
gather for a sit down dinner, live auction, and dancing. Throughout the evening there is a silent 

auction going on. 
 

Q: What is a silent auction? 
A: In a silent auction many interesting items are auctioned off in order to raise funds for W-H.  

The items are displayed in the cocktail reception area.  
Bid numbers are assigned to people as they arrive at the Gala. The bid number enables people to bid anonymously.  

Bidding on the items generally starts at about 50% of the retail value of the item.  
There are all different types of items in the silent auction.  

There are restaurant gift certificates, theater and sports tickets, sports and entertainment 
memorabilia, electronics, jewelry, babysitting and tutoring donated by WH teachers, and much 

more. Bidding continues through the evening and an announcement is made prior to closing the 
silent auction. Winners are announced after dinner.  

 
Q: What is the Live Auction? 

A: During the Live Auction. An auctioneer will auction a few special items. These items are 
usually of great value and there is always competition for them. The Live Auction will go on 

during dinner, and is always lots of fun! The auctioneer is a great entertainer. If you are interested 
in bidding on a live auction item, you only need to raise your auction booklet during the bidding. 

You will be given your booklet upon check in at the Gala. Full auction instructions can be found in 
the booklet as well. Some Live Auction items have been dinner parties with the Head of School, 

Lower School Head for a Day, Catered parties and dinners, jobs and internships for Upper School 
students, as well as unique memorabilia or event tickets.  

You can bid on the items yourself or get together with a group to win a great item/experience!! 
 
 



 
Q: What is the Super 50/50 Raffle? 

A: Each ticket is $25.00. One winner will be drawn during the event and will receive 50% of all tickets sold. 
The winner need not be present so this is a great way to support the event even if you cannot attend. 

When purchasing the ticket - please keep the bottom half of the ticket and return the top half along with your payment and 
response card in the provided envelope. You can buy the ticket yourself or get a group together to purchase.  

The more tickets sold – the larger the prize.  
If you would like additional tickets – please contact Kevin at kkornecki@comcast.net. 

 
Q: What is the Wine Pull? 

A: During the event  - there is a Mystery Bag Wine Pull. Each bag is $20.00 – you get to pick a bag and inside  
you will find a bottle of wine worth anywhere from $20.00 to $100.00 (all depends on what bottles are donated). 

Make sure to get your wine early as this popular event usually sells out early in the evening.   
 

Q: What is for dinner? 
A: We will have a sit down dinner that will be served at the table. This year  

there is a choice of three different meals including a vegetarian entrée. Every 
year we have vegetarians at the Gala, and they have always been happy with the quality and 
selection of foods. It would be appreciated if any vegans or allergies are communicated in 

advance. 
 

Q: Who will I sit with at dinner? 
A: When you RSVP online, please specify your seating preferences. You can name specific people, 

or you can say for example, “seat with other 2nd grade parents.” If nothing is specified, we 
usually seat people with other parents from their child’s grade levels. You don’t need to worry 

about knowing people. You will know lots of people. You can even get together with some 
friends and put your own table together. 

 
Q: Is it worth it to spend the money to attend the Gala? 

A: YES! Not only will you have a great time and get to know the W-H families and faculty better, 
but you will be enhancing your child’s education and experience at W-H. There is nothing better to 

spend money on. 
 

Q: Is there a website for the event? 
A: Yes. For information and forms/contracts please go to www.whschool.org/parents 

To rsvp/register, donate and also view several of our auction items as we receive them please got to: 
https://whschool.ejoinme.org/MyEvents/2017DenimDiamonds	

 
Q: How can I help with the Gala? 

A: We always need help with this amazing event. We need a few volunteers on the day and night 
of the event to help with set up, auction, and check out. More than anything else we need you to 

attend! We are also looking for donations of great auction items! Almost any new item can be 
donated…dinners, tickets, jewelry, furniture, kid’s items, electronics, memorabilia, spa gift 

certificates, beautiful scarves and clothing, birthday parties, etc.  
We are only limited by what we can think of! 

 
Q: I have more questions. Who do I contact? 

A: Feel free to email Tammy D’Amore at TammyTD@mac.com or Kevin Kornecki at kkornecki@comcast.net 

	


